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SERMON NX. 
On Ridicule, 
PART I. 


PROVERBS xiv. g. 
Fools make a mock at Sin. 


HE Chriſtian religion is, with great 
force and propriety, ſtiled a warfare 3 
and Chriftians'are exhorted, as good Sol- 
diers of Chriſt,” continually to ſtand upon 
their defence, clothed with the whole. armour 
of God, againſt the various attacks of their 
enemies. Indeed, ſo. numerous are thoſe 
enemies, and ſo diverſified and ſubtle the 
methods by which the fleſh and the ſpirit, 
the world and the devil, are contigually 
labouring to ſap the foundation, and. over- 
throw the ſtruQture of a Chtiſtian's. virtue, 
that there is no leſs need of the divine Panoply, 
than of all the caution and. attention, which 
the teſt prudence and wiſdom can ſuggeſt, 


Solicitous for your welfate, my young 
bearers, I have pointed out. ſcme of thoſe 


Vol. II, B 
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perils, which will meet you, in your Chriſtian 
courſe ; ſome of thoſe ſnares, which lie in 
the way, to entangle your incautious feet: 
And particularly, when ſetting before you 
the dangers and evils of Bad Company, I 
touched lightly upon a topic, which, from its 
importance, certainly demands a more ample 
diſcuſſion ® : For RipicuLE is not only 
the choiceſt jnflramenc .of impious folly to 
decry religious truth and virtue; but its 
effect is frequently moſt fatal to that truth 
and virtue, 


Surely, then, it is well worth our while 
to inquire into its nature and force; to ex- 
amine this mighty Goliath of the Philiſtines ; 
that we may learn wherein its ſtrength lies, 
and wherefore it ſhould ſtrike ſuch a terror 


into the armies of the Living God. Some, 


indeed, have urg'd, that this is the alone 
potent ſpell, whereby to prove truth of every 
kind; and they triumphantly urge, That 
whatever will not ſtand the teſt of Ridicule, 
muſt ene be branded with falſehood 
and contempt.” We will try the force of 
this polition, and ſee, whether the aſſertion 


* See Vol, I, P 226. 
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of the wiſe King of Iſrael deſerves not an 
equal acceptation ; namely, That mockery, 
ſin, and its conſequences, is a proof, not of at 
wiſdom, but of the verieſt 3 | 


FV_amV ET BTTYTTT,Þ 


Now, in order to treat this ſubject moſt 
for your improvement, and the better to 
guard you againſt the attacks of this ſtrong 
weapon of fools, We will conſider, 


Finsr, Who they are that uſe it. 
SEconDLY, Againſt what, and why, they 
uſe it: And 


THrirDLY, We will ſhew, what it is they 
uſe; or, in other words, what is the real 
force and genuine power of Ridicule. 


I. Firſt then we are to conſider, * Who 
they are that make uſe of Ridicule;” ſtrongly 
characterized by the ſacred writer before us, 
under the appellation of“ Fools.” And if, 
indeed, they were Fools only, in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of the word, who made uſe of it, it 
could never be worth while to employ a 


4 SERMON IX. 


moment's thought upon the ſubject. But in 
the days of the wiſe man, a religious reve- 
rence to God and his laws was held in ſuch 
high and juſt eſteem, that Wiſdom” was 
the term commonly applied to Religion; and 
on the other hand, Vice and Profaneneſs 
were ſtigmatized by the contemptible name of 
FOLLY. $0 that, in the language of reve- 
lation (how different from that of modern 
times |) religious men and wiſe men, are one 
and the ſame “; and by fools are meant 
not thoſe to whom nature hath denied an 
extenſive reach of underſtanding ; but thoſe 
whom their own corrupt wills and inclinas 
tions have deprived of juſt thinking and 
acting. By fools, therefore, in the text, are 
meant“ The wicked and irreligious ;“ men 
of corrupt principles and practice : Such ay 
thoſe marked out by the apoſtle; who, 
« giving themſelves up to all kinds of vice 
and Jaſciviouſneſs, think it ſtrange that others, 
run not with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, 


and therefore ſpeak evil of them 1.“ 


' See Clark's Sermon, vol. . Ser. 7. 
| + See 1 Pet, iy, g. and r Sermon on * 
Folly of mocking at Religion, 
.6 
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Now it is certainlywell worth a ſerious man's 
while to inquire, how far it becomes him to 
be influenc'd by any thing which men of this 
character can urge or advance. Whatever 
irrational enthuſiaſts may ſay ®, it is an un- 
queſtionable truth, . That a deſire to ſtand 
fair in the good opinion of our fellow · erea- 
tures is a principle engrafted in our nature x 
in many reſpects beneficial to ourſelves and 
others.” And though it is equally unqueſtion- 
able, that every hope and deſire hereof, is to 
be given up, if at any time it comes in com- 
petition with the favour of God, whom it is 
a firſt maxim of Chriſtian truth, that we are 
to pleaſe and obey, rather than men; yet, 
ſecond to this important maxim, we can 
never too carefully cultivate the eſteem and 
love of thoſe, with whom we are by any 
means connected in ſociety, | 


But, if thoſe with whom we are connected, 
not only break that firſt obligation to God 
themſelves, but are deſirous that we ſhould 
do the ſame ; if they not only run the greateſt 


lengths of riot, but uſe every method of 


® Ste Weſley's fir journal, 
B 3 


moſt diſtant ages and remoteſt countries, who 
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ſeduddion to allure vs to the like deſtructiye 
courſe; we are certainly bound, not only 
to give up the deſire of pleiſing, but to 
oppoſe ourſelves as mach as may be, to 
their vicious examples and atguments. For 
no man can have any claim to our eſteem, 
much leſs can he merit our imitation, who, 
void of thoſe principles which lead to preſent 
and to future happineſs, would ſhamefully 
incite us to make ſhipwreck of both. There 
is an attraction in virtue and poodnefs, 
which (ſeparate from all private conſider- 
ations) always draws to itſelf the mind's 
eſteem; as is plainly proved, by the gene- 
ral attachment to thoſe characters, in the 


have made themſelves immortal in the memo- 
ries of men, by their virtuous and upright 
deeds, And this ariſes, not only from the 
univerſal idea of the beauty and lovelineſs of 
virtue; but from the opinion we have, that 
ſuch virtue is the fruit of a juſt diſcernment, 
while it is always productive of happy conſe- 
quences to thoſe within the reach of its exer- 
tion. Juſt for the contrary reaſons, vicious 
characters, equally indifferent to us as to 
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their good or evil, are eſteem'd odious and 
abominable by us : We know them evil z we 
think them weak: We are aſſur'd that their 
bad practices were injurious and et 1 


Now upon the foundation of thiereafoatigs 
and theſe feelings of our nature, we may ſurely 
learn to ſeorn and deſpiſe all the mockery und 
ridicule of vicious and: irreligious characters 
amongſt ourſelves. The love and eſteem of 
ſuch charaRers can never be deſired j for it 
would neceſſarily imply a ſimilarity of diſpoſi- 
tion and manners : And the contempt or abuſe 
of ſuch characters can never be important, be- 
cauſe it is certain they have not, they cannot 
have any juſt idea or eſtimate of things ; they 
cannot have liberal or enlarged minds They 
cannot have that, which alone can make 
human applauſe of real weight and uſe z they 
cannot have an eſtimatlon for our teligion and 
our virtue, or an extended view to that true 
glory, which all the lovers of God are ſeeking 
for, as the object of their firſt and grand purſuit. 


Like will ever follow Ike: And if you are 
convinced that a regard to God and his laws, 
B 4 
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that truth, virtue, holineſs, are right and 
good; the infallible teſts of a ſound mind, 
and well informed underſtanding z that, in 
ſhort, this is the only wiſdom ;—You muſt not 
be at all ſurprized, that they who purſue 
4 plan diametrically oppoſite, will charge you 
with abſurdity and folly ; for fools- of this 
ſtamp, are always extremely © wiſe in their 
own conceit,” You muſt not wonder, that, 
incapable through their ignorance, and de- 
ficiency in true wiſdom, to reaſon and to 
argue, they ſhoot the bolt of folly; and 
apply to that mockery and Ridicule, which is 
the grand ſuccedaneum in little minds, to the 
want of true diſcernment and 1 argu- 
mentation. 


Nor, in this view, will you ever be moved; 
as perfectly ſatisfied, that good ſenſe and 
right diſcernment are, and muſt be, the pre- 
rogative of thoſe minds only, who (purifying 
themſelves from all the groſs and incumbering 
fogs of impiety and vice) ſee amidſt the 
brightneſs of all-irradiating, divine light, the 
path in which they ſhould go, and the end of 
the journey at which they ſhould aim. The 
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eſteem and approbation of men like theſe, 
is juſt as valuable and important z (a kind of 
foretaſte and anticipation of His eſteem, whoſe 
judgment is unclouded brightneſs, no leſs . 
than crowning happineſs) their eſteem-is juſt 

as valuable, as the ſcorn and ridicule of the 
vicious and profane is delpicable; and every 
way unworthy 2 1 man's thought und- 
altention. n 


II. But we ſhall fee this more fully, by 
conſidering, i in the Second place, What it 
is, that men of this character ridicule,” “ 


The ſacred writer before us calls! it by ths 
general name of Sin: By which we may well 
underftand “ Vice in general, with all its 
circumftances:” As if the wiſe man had ſaid, 
« Fooliſh and impious men treat of vice, with 
all its odious and deſtructive conſequences, in 
a light and mocking manner ; ridiculing every 
thing ſerious and ſacred, and ſpeaking of their 
vicious and abominable ways with levity and 
laughter,” And experience does but too 
much confirm the truth of the obſervation.” 
Go out into the world, and you will find this 
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the preciſe and diſtinct character of the pro- 
fane and irreligious. They ridicule things the 
molt ſacred ; they treat with levity things the 
moſt ſerious. A religious man becomes the 
object of their ſport and mockery; not becauſe 
they have entered into the nature of his princi- 
ples, or can prove them weak, erroneous and 
deluſive; but becauſe thoſe principles are in im- 
mediate contradiction to their own, and throw 
a living and irreſiſtible reproach on their minds 
and their manners. Hence they dare to call 
a conſcientious fear and regard to the deity, 
by the name of Cowardice and puſillanimity; 
a ſtrict and neceſlary attention to the great 
politive duties of religion, they are bold 
enough, in their mad mockery, to brand with 
the hateful name of Hypocriſy ; While an 
attachment to the moral duties, and a ſtudi- 
ous care to avoid all impropriety, indecency, 
and excels, is ſtigmatized with the ſcornful 
terms of Moroſeneſs, ſeverity, and unſociable - 
neſs :-——Reproaches theſe, which are of all 
others felt moſt ſharply by the human mind. 
And from hence it is, perhaps, (amongſt 
other reaſons) that the force of Ridicule is 
found to be ſo ſtrong; inſomuch that the 
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human mind, in various infſtatices,” better 
ſupports petſecution and puniſhment, snd all 
the pains and torments of the body, than the 
pointed ſhafts of keen and well-direQed 
Ridicule . Coward, Hypocrite, UnſociaVie, 
are terms, refleting upon that part of ou? 
character which we hold moſt dear; und 
from which we expect the higheſt efteem 
amongſt our fellow-creatures, and the trueſt 
ſatis faction to ourſelves ; and therefore, to be- 

come, by the brand of theſe diſguſting ap- 
pellations, objefts for the flow and moving 
finger of contempt, is frequemly more. than 
minds hot endued with the greateſt Chriſtian 
fortitude, can ſupport, But, as we have 
ſhewn that the objects who throw this 
Ridicule, are on every account beneath aur 
regard, and can never move a reflecting man z 
let us a little develope the charges here 
brought, and ee whether they are more de- 
ſerving that regard, 


(1.) You are called « A coward,” becauſe 


you fear God. Now, this. is ſo far from 


® Perſecution and Hatred have PIV annexed to them: 
None is annexed to Ridicule and Contempt. 
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being a true charge, that the only man of 


true courage is he who does fear God. For 


courage is not the bare inſenſibility of danger, 


or the brutal effort of ferocity and incon- 
ſideration, Were this the caſe, lions and 


tigers would deprive the leſs furious animal 


man of all applauſe from this virtue, True 
courage is the calm and ſettled reſolution 


of a virtuous mind; wiſe to foreſee, cautious 


to prevent, firm to encounter dangers, and 
ready in all events, to acknowledge and ſubs. 
mit to him, who is the Lord God Almighty:“ 


Who, with one volition can cruſh into 


atoms the whole ſyſtem of created nature, 


and before whom worlds are but as the fly | 
that wantons in the ſummer's beam. 


And can it be Courage, with blind and 
brutal madneſs to oppoſe ourſelves to a God 
thus irreſiſtible in power and glory? Can it be 
courage, by the moſt atrocious violation of 
his laws, to dare his juſtice, and arm hig 
terrible vengeance againſt us? Can it be 
courage, to oppoſe our feeble ſtrength to his 
thunderiog right hand, or to make Him our” 


implacable Foe, who would exert his ſove- 


— 
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reign majeſty, to clothe us as his Friends, 
with righteouſneſs and honor? Yet, this 


is the courage, which the hardy veterans of 
impiety boaſt, O my young friends! Let 
them triumph in ſuch daring deeds of de- 
ſtruction: May it be Your's, for ever to be 
cowards in ſuch a cauſe! Bold, and uns 
daunted as lions in the cauſe of truth and 
of virtue (the ſhield of Omnipotence ſtretch'd 
over your heads ;) may you ſhrink with the 
moſt trembling timidity from the perpetration 
of all thoſe actions, which diſgrace the man; 
and dare his maker | may you, like the 
virtuous Patriarch of old, never be afraid to 
throw it in the face of Vice it ſelf, * How can 
do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God!“ 


Fear is well defined by the preacher, A 
betraying of the ſuccours, which reaſon 
offereth:“ And if ſo, there can be no ſuch 
cowards as thoſe, who, in contempt of the 
ſuccours which true reaſon ſupplies, ruſh 
headlong to the performance of deeds, whoſe 
ſure end is deſtruction, There can be no 
men ſo truly courageous as thoſe, who ſear 
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only where reaſon withholds her ſuccours z 


the commanding word, Be bold, and fear 
God!“ 


9 But the vicious attach religious men, 


not of cowardice only, but of < Hypocriſy ;”? 


a heavy charge, it muſt be allowed ! were it 


urg'd with truth, and could it be proved with 
certainty : For, as no vice is more juſtly 
odious both to God and man, than hypo- 
criſy ; ſo they, who truly incur the cenſure 
of it, merit the utmoſt contempt, not of the 
vicious only, but of the virtuous alſo; nay, 
of virtue and religion itſelf, upon whoſe 
cauſe, in general, they bring a reproach and 
ſcandal. However, it ſhould be obſerved, 


that while ſerious and pious perſons are ever 


liable to this imputation, and are marked with 
this title by the vicious and profane, there is, 
and there ever will be, an eternal and im- 
mutable difference between real and diſſem- 
bled piety : And though they may and muſt 
agree in many particulars, yet the parting 
point between them is no leſs clear and 
determined, than it is, for the moſt part, the 


and who never fear where that reaſon gives 
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object of no human diſcernment. The truth 
and ſincetity of a man's religion and virtue, 
is to be eſtimated by the principle which 
actuates his mind; by the uprightneſs and 
integrity of his intention; of which the 
great Judge of hearts only can be the ade- 
quate witneſs: And therefore, where ap» 
pearances, in any man's conduct, are on the 
ſide of virtue, it betrays not only the greateſt 
want of charity, but the height of impietys 
to arreſt the judgment of God, and ſit in 
ſevere trial upon that, Intention, of which 
the great God alone can determine. *Tis 
true, there is a conſiſtency in undiſſembled 
piety and religion, which will ſhew itſelf in 
the general tenour of a man's life and con- 
duct: But, fo frail is human nature, fo 
many are the infirmities of the beſt of men, fo 
mix'd are human characters; and, in conſe+ 
quence, of ſo doubtful a ſort are many actions 
that to a perverſe and malignant temper (ever 
diſpoſed to ſee things in the worſt light) in · 
ſinuations and reflections, with a ſeemly 
appearance » may be thrown out, to aſperſe 


* « Juſt hint a fault, and hefirate diſlike,” &c, See the 
character of Atticus, in Pope's Epiſtles, 


| jeſt to break off the regular and unwearied 
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even the wortbieſt men. 14 2. 
there is no poſſibility of guarding; and con- | 


fequently they require no other notice, than 
to make us ſtill more heedful to preſerve the 
uniformity of our conduct. But, for the 
general reproaches which the vicious and the 
giddy caſt: upon you, my young friends 14 
hypocrites and diſſemblers, becauſe you a 


conſc ientious obſervers of the great duties 


injoined by your religion; becaufe you dare 
not profane the ſabbath, or nepleR your 
attendance at the holy table; becauſe you are 
not aſhamed to read your bibles, nor dare to 


begin or end the day, without a ſolemn de- 


votion of yourſelves to the God of your liſe: 
For ſuch general reproaches, caſt upon you 
for theſe and the like reaſons, —ſatis fied of 
the propriety, the indiſpenſable neceſſity of 
theſe things, you will never be moved; 
you will never be ſhaken ſrom your ſtedfaſt - 
neſs ; nor ſuffer a loud laugh, or a ridiculous 


practice of duties, whoſe infallible: iſſue it 
the apptobation of conſcience and of Ged. 
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On the contrary, . ſtimulated by ſarcaſms 
of this kind to a more diligent inveſtigation 
of your principles and praftice ; you will: 
Jabour, under God's grace, to amend what- 
ever may but ſeem deficient in your behaviour; 
to improve in every good word and work; 
and with the moſt minute attention to pre- 
ſerve, as much as poſſible, a conliſtency of lite 
and manners: That ſo the enemy may have 
nothing juſtly to revile; and that you, from 
theſe e trials of cruel mocking,” may become 
more firm and rooted, like the oak, which 
ſtrikes deeper, the more it is ſhaken by winds- 
and ſtorms. 


(3-) But if neither the charges of Cowardice. 
or Hypocriſy can affect you, alas, my young 
friends, how I tremble for the third | more 
powerful than each, and more to be dreaded 
than them both. The ſcoffers will hold you 
forth, with all the levity of ridiculous merri- 
ment, as a dull, moxoſe, ** Unſociable wretch;“ 
ht only for the gloom of a Convent; or, as 
they will tell you, the mad ſociety of your 
brethren of the Tabernacle! I feel the un- 
pleaſing. effect which a charge like this will 
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have upon an ingenuous mind, diſpoſed to 
receive, and to communicate ſatisfaction; 


fond of, perhaps, and defirous to ſhare that 
high and rational enjoyment, the intercom» 
munity of pleaſing and agreeable ſociety, 
But, high and rational as is that enjoyment, 
_ agreeable as are the pleaſures of that ſociety, 
they may be bought too dear; and therefore, 
it much concerns you, to eſtimate in this 
caſe the gain and the Joſs, If you converſe 
with the vicious, you muſt converſe with 


them upon their own terms: Be aſſur'd, the 


notion of their complying with your's, is 
romantic and abſurd, And if you retain your 
principles of piety and virtue, they will 
never reſt themſelves, nor let you reſt; till, 
having plied the whole battery of Ridicule, 
they have level'd to the ground all that fair 
ſtructure of innocence and truth, which ten- 
der parents and good education have erected 


with ſo much ſolicitude and care 


«© What then,” (you will aſk me) © is to 
be done in this caſe ?—It is an obſervation 
not grounded on cenſure, but alas! on too 
general and palpable obſervation, that irre- 
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0 ligion and impiety prevail over goodneſs and 
; virtue in the world; that if we live in it, we 
t muſt converſe with perſons of the former cha- 
bo rater; How then ſhall we act? How ſhall 
. a young man ſo direct bis ways, as to pre- 
t, ſerve at once his virtue, and, what ſeems ſo 
Ys eſſentially neceſſary to his comfort and wel 

e, being in life, —the love and eſteem of 
is mankind ?” 

ſe f | 

th There are two or three things indiſpen- 

he ' WY ſably requiſite to theſe important ends, I 

is would particularly recommend great Prudence, 

ur great Firmneſs, winning and condeſcending 

ill Mildneſs ; and eſpecially an attachment to the 


Company of the virtuous and the good. On 
this laſt head, I fhall ſay the leſs, as having 
treated of it 1n a foregoing Sermon: I cannot 
however help juſt obſerving, that though the 
world, 'tis true, be bad and depraved enough, 
there are, thank God ! numbers yet remain- 
inz, who have a juſt ſenſe of themſelves and 
their duty, Perſons of this character, in a due 
conſideration of their common enemies, and 
common intereſt, ſhould affociate together 
And if you, my young hearers, ſenſible of 
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the excellence of a virtuous and religious 
courſe, would endeavour to ſtrengthen each 
other, and to unite in friendſhips upon the 
footing of religion, you would find the joys 
of ſuch friendſhips equalled by nothing but 


the utility of them. You would find that 


6 as iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo a man ſharpen» 


eth the countenance of his friend,” 


would find ſuch friendſhips the delight of 
your private hours, the ſupport and ſolace of 
your public labours : You would find them 
(next to the religion you profeſs) the moſt 
ſubſtantial barrier againſt the Ridicule of 
ſools. For moſt true is that declaration of 
David, that our lives and mannets are ever 
tinctured by thoſe with whom we. converſe: 
4% With the holy, thou ſhalt be holy; with a 
perfect man, thou ſhalt be perfect: With the 
clean, thou ſhalt be clean, and with the 


You 


froward, thou ſhalt learn frowardneſs “.“ 


However, to eſcape the contagion of the 
froward, much prudence and caution will be 
neceſſary, The religion of Chriſt is un- 
queſtionably a ſocial religion; deſigned for 
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the world, and calling forth its profeſſors to 
the exertion of all moral and relative duties: 
You muſt not therefore think that any thing 
can exempt you from the diſcharge of theſe; 
or that religious duties are of ſuch obligation, 
as to allow or countenance a neglect of them. 
Gon, in his great goodneſs, hath ſo con- 
ſtituted our nature and our duty, that reli- 
gion and morality are interwoven together 
in ſuch a manner, as to be perfectly indiſ- 
ſoluble, and as ſuch, we may be ſure, per- 
fectly conſiſtent. Here, then, will be a great 
exerciſe for your Prudence, to demonſtrate that 
you thus conſider them ; never ſuffering them 
do to interfere, as to claſh with each other; 
but, with the utmoſt circumſpeRion, fo 
honouring God, as to ſhew that you love 
and honour your fellow-creatures, and ſo 
loving your fellow-creatures, as to ſhew that 
the great principle of that affection is the 
knowledge, that we all have one God and 
father, one Saviour, and one hope. 


But, while you walk with this Prudence 
and cireumſpection, you muſt take eſpecial 
heed, that it deviate not into worldly com- 
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pliance and cunning, Wiſe to diſcern what, 
is beſt, and willing to comply, far as con- 
ſeience will permit ; you muſt at the ſame time 
maintain the utmoſt Firmneſs, and the moſt 
unſhaken attachment to thoſe religious and 
virtuous principles, which you have imbibed; 
and made, upon good reaſon, the ſtandard of 
your conduct. Fheſe are never tobe given up, 
let what will befall you: They are the very 
anchor of your hope, and if once you let that. 
anchor ſlip, your veſſel will drive at the mercy 
of all the oppoſing winds and waves, andi 
moſt probably ere long be ingulph'd in the 
quick-ſands of irreligion and folly, or ſplit on: 
the rocks of vice. 


Be firm, therefore, and ſtedſaſt to the truth: 
and to break (it 1 may ſo ſay) in ſome mea- 
ſure the ſeverity of this unrelenting principle, 
ſhew in every other branch of your be- 
haviour, an engaging Mildneſs and condeſcen- 
ſion. Chriſtian humility, while it will never 
ſuffer you to grovel and be abject, will lead 
you to the trueſt politeneſs of behaviour; in- 
ſtructing you to become, far as may be, all 
things to all men; while Chriſtian love, that 
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other great principle of a pleaſing conduct, 
will incite you to a zealous, active readineſs 
in the ſervice of your fellow- creatures; and 
both will tend to introduce ſuch kind of 
manners, as, if there be any juſtice in men, 
will conciliate their favour and eſteem ;z—cer- 
tainly will conciliate the favour and eſteem of 
the refleting part of mankind, and make 
fools and knaves themſelves (whatever they 
may ſay) reverence. you in their inmoſt minds 
and by approving Your conduct, condemn 
their own ſimple and pernicious ways, How- 
ever, it matters little whether they ſhall 
approve or condemn : Thus ſecure of the 
applauſe of God, and of your own con- 
ſcience, and happily perſevering in ſo pru- 
dent, firm, and engaging a conduct, you will 
aſſuredly find the end to be the perfect peace 
of that conſcience, and the high reward of that 
God, who hath. pleaſure | in the proſperity of 


his ſervants. 


Thus I have ſhewn you, Who they are 
that Ridicule, namely Fools, men of pro- 
fane and vicious principles; and What it is 
tley ridicule, namely, every thing ſerious 
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and ſacred. I ſhould now proceed to the 
third head; and conſider the force of Ridicule 
itſelf: But this muſt be omitted to the next 
Sermon. 4 £ 


SERMON IX. 
On Ridicule. 
PART II. 

PROVERBS xiv. 9. 
Fouls make a mack at Sin. 


DECAUSE Ridicule is found to be fo 
frequent amongſt the vicious and pro- 
fane, and becauſe its influence is often moſt 
fatal to young and unexperienc'd minds; I 
have determined to examine the real ſtate of 
the argument, and to thew ©* what Force this 
2oaſted engine of the light and irreligious 
ought to have upon the mind.” To this 
end, I propoſed Firſt to conſider the character 
of thoſe who uſe it, —ſtrongly expreſſed by 
the wiſe King in the text, under the appella- 
tion of Fools; that is, Men devoid of reli- 
gious wiſdom ;”” Fools in principle and prac- 
tice; profane and vicious. Theſe men (as one 
would expect) make religion, and its profeſſors, 

the object of their Ridicule; Which was the 
Second thing intended to be ſhewn, and ſhewa 


26 SERMON IX. 


at large in the laſt diſcourſe. Theſe two 
conſiderations, of the Men, who make uſe of 
Ridicule, and of the important Obje& which 
they ridicule, one would think ſhould be 
intirely ſufficient to ſtrengthen us againſt 
all the artillery of their light and abſurd 
mockery ; for ſurely, in every argument, and 
in every inveſtigation, the character of the 
opponent, and the cauſes of his oppoſition, 
ought to have no inconſiderable weight, 


III. However, we do not intend to reſt the 
matter here; but will proceed, in the Third: 
place, to take a nearer view of the topic in 
queſtion ; that we may diſcover ““ what is 
the real force, and genuine power of Ridi- 
cule; and conſequently, what is the weight 
which it ought to _ in any queſtion of 
importance.” 


Now, with reſpet to Ridicule, it has 
been urged, ** That it is the alone teſt of 
truth: That whatever will not bear its poig- 
nant and ſearching trial, muſt of neceſſity 
give up all claim to our regard, and ought to 
be treated as falſe and contemptible.“ But I 
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pprehend, this is ſo far from being the reat 
Nate of the caſe, that it may be-pronounc'd: 


aura. WHY GT 4A _—_ 


ich with the cleareſt certainty, that Ridicule 
be never is, never can be the teſt of truth ; that, 
nſt on the contrary, it is commonly the ſtrongeſt 
ird inſtrument of ignorance and error; and may 


indeed be applied on either ſide of the queſ- 
tion, according to the dexterous management 
of him who ſhall think fit to uſe it. 


(J.) RinicuLs, in the firſt place, “can 
never be the teſt of truth,” There are but 
three ways, by which we attain the know- 
ledge of truth of any kind: The firſt, the 
teſtimony of our ſenſes; the ſecond, de- 
monſtration ;. the third, hiſtorical evidence. 
Now, it is palpable that Ridicule can in no 
fingle reſpect affect truth, acquired by any 
of theſe means: We can never be laughed 
out of what we have ſeen and heard our- 
ſelves; all the Ridicule in the world will be 
pointed in vain, to perſuade us, that we 
did not ſee what our own eyes beheld, 
or did not hear what our own ears brought 
to our, attention, With reſpect to Demon- 
ſtration, the force of Ridicule is no leſs in- 
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efficacious : Another and a far different powet 
of the human mind here alone can give us 
ſatisfaction. It is by the flow and ſerious 
operations of reaſon only, that we compare, 
connect, deduce, and take all thoſe ſteps, 
which lead to a complete ſatisfaction of the 
judgment. Nay, ſo far is Ridicule from hav- 
ing any concern in the buſineſs of demonſtra- 
tion, that demonſtration is utterly averſe to 
the intruſion of this light and airy gueſt; 
. ſerious and collected as it is, and depending 
+ upon the calm, impartial, uninterrupted ex- 
ertion of the reaſoning faculties, | 


H1sTORICAL truth alſo, utterly diſclaims 
all connection with, all aſſiſtance from Ridi- 
cule. The methods which it purſues are of a 
very different kind; the arguments by which 
it eſtabliſheth its teſtimony, are plain facts, 
proved and confirmed by plain REasoN, 
which, in this caſe, as in every other, is the 
only judge and arbiter of truth amongſt men. 
It is evident that we can arrive at truth by no 
other methods than theſe; and I have em- 
ployed, I fear, more words than are neceſſary, 
to ſhew, that Ridicule is perfectly inſignifi- 
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cant, with, reſpect to truth, attained, either 
by ſenſe, demonſtration or teſtimony. In- 
deed, as Ridicule is founded upon precon- 
ceived opinion, or prejudice, upon truth 
real or ſuppoſed; it is not poſſible, that it 
can either be the inveſtigator, or the teſt of 
truth. For, it is made uſe of only by Men, 
who, having already formed their own no- 
tions, labour, in conſequence of ſuch notions, 
to throw contempt upon thoſe of others, as 
diſagreeing with, and different from their 
own, Ridicule, therefore, in this view, *has 
not, cannot have the leaſt concern with the 
diſcovery or the trial of truth. 


It may be ſaid, however, that its force 
is ſeen and tried in the caſe of moral conduct; 
or, in regard to the truth and propriety of 
human actions: But this, again, is a poſition 
no leſs falſe than the former, Our moral 
conduct muſt be regulated by a very different 
rule; the truth and propriety of our actions 
muſt be tried by very different teſt, In- 
deed, were there no rule of action more 
ſettled than the laughter of mankind, no 
teſt of propriety more determined chan · the 


mendable conduct at Japan, which would raiſe 


The truth is, that Ridicule has in this cafe 
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Ridicule of others, it would be extremely 
difficult to fix any ſtandard for acting at all; 
ſince that would be very grave and com- 


continual ſmiles in Turkey, or in France, 


alſo no kind of concern, Common and in- 
different actions, are to be regulated by the 
cuſtoms of the country, in which we live; 
political ones by the laws of our ſociety; 
moral and relative duties by the general and 
eſtabliſhed rules of morality, where there is 
no revelation; and where there is, that reve- 
lation unqueſtionably ſuperſedes every other 
rule, and is to be, with every believer of that 
revelation, the ſingle and ſole rule and teſt of 
his life and manners. If therefore Ridicule 
at any time preſumes to lay her unequal level 


to thoſe matrers, we may diſclaim the rule, 


as inadequate to the trial, and with juſtice 
appeal to the law, and to the teſtimony: 
And if our manners, ſquared by theſe, are 
found right and even, we may, with a juſt 
ſcorn, neglect every other pretence to exa- 


mination. 
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unexpenſive wit, is much more eaſy than a 
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{2.) Hence then we ſee, * That Ridicule 
can be no proper teſt of truth, or propriety in 
manners, as we before ſaw, that it could be 
no teſt of the truth of fat,” We may 
venture to aſſert further, ** That it is the 
greateſt inſtrument of ignorance and error.” 
Conſider from whence it ſprings, and ſee 
how unlikely it is to promote conviction in 
the mind. Its evident and undeniable ſource 
is contempt: Men never uſe Ridicule upon 
topicks or againſt perſons, which they value 
and eſteem. Thoſe who deal in it, having an 
utter contempt for that againſt which they 
employ it; and ſuperciliouſly ſuppoſing their 
own knowledge more enlighten'd and en- 
larged, therefore attack their opponents with 
this weapon, which ſoothes their vanity, at 
the ſame time that it ſcreens their ignorance, 
For certainly, a light ſally of ridiculous 
mirth, a pointed repartee, or a little wild, 


well connected chain of good argumentation, 
of right and ſerious reaſoning. And hence it 
is, that the dealers in this ſmall ware, are, 
for the moſt part, what Solomon characteriſes, 


Fools; men of little minds, and little 
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thought; who, purſuing ſchemes far different 
from thoſe which truth and reaſon recom- 
mend, have neither deſire or leiſure to culti- 
vate and improve the powers of an ealarged 
underſtanding ; and being thus. of contracted 
minds, abound in the uſe of Ridicule : For it 
is an aphoriſm of eſtabliſh'd authority, that 
the moſt ignorant are always the. moſt con- 
temptuous. . 


And as the purſuits of men of this charac» 
ter are in every view prejudicial to the en- 
largement of the mind; ſo does that Ridi- 
cule, in the uſe of which they are ſo free, 
well aflort with their purſuits to prejudice 
ſuch enlargement. For nothing more in- 
capacitates the mind for right and ſerious 
inquiry, than the indulgence of it in vain and 
trifling levity ; than the accuſtoming it, in 
degradation of its higheſt prerogative Reaſon, 
to ſubſtitute in the ſtead of that Reaſon, fro» 
thy laughter, and inconſiderate jeſting, In- 
deed, it is an obſervation no leſs trye than 
common, that not to the improvement of the 
intellect only, but to all mental and moral 


improvement, the ſtrongeſt poſſible impedi- 
ments are levity and inconſideration. 


Thus Ridicule is not only the inſtrument 
but the ſource of Ignorance ; and, as proceed- 
ing from Contempt, ill adapted indeed to 
convince and perſuade men of the. truth: 
For we ſhall be but little inclin'd to embrace 
their opinions, who ſhew a ſovereign con- 
tempt for ours, and who give an edge to 
that contempt, by the raillery wherewith 
they treat us. Such a mode of proceeding, it 
muſt be acknowledged, is much more likely 
to inſpire mutual hatred than mutual charity; 
and conſequently, though it may tend to 
render us ridiculous in the ſight of thoſe with 
whom we converſe, and ſufficiently uneaſy 
and diſſatisfied ; yet, it can never tend to 
pour rational cpnviction into the refleQing 
mind, 


Hence then, I think we may clearly ſee, 
what is the true power of RipicuLs : It is 
not, it never can be the teſt of truth of any 
kind: It may be, and frequently is, the 
ſource and inſtrument of error, ignorance, 
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and mutual hatred. On theſe accounts, it is 
certainly dangerous, obnoxious, and deſpi- 
cable, and therefore, by wiſe men, will be 
uſed very ſparingly : For, while thoſe above 
ſuggeſted are its evil effects, the only good 
uſe which can be made of it, is to expoſe 
known and allowed follies; to laugh at 
affectations, which are too light to admit 
ſerious reproof ; and now and then to caſt'a 
contempt upon thoſe vices, which faſhion 
hath in ſome meaſure placed beyond the 
reach “ of ſober and deliberate conviction. 


However, certain it is, that Ridicule is 
much more ſubſervient to the cauſe of falfe- 
hood, than of truth : Truth, fufficiently 
illuminated by her own glory, wants not the 
feeble light of this glimmering taper: Falſe- 
hood, ſtanding in need of all aſſiſtance to 
ſupport her cauſe, is glad to call in the ſuc- 


see Brown's excellent Eſſays on the Characteriſtiet, 
p. 106. and the Anecdotes, p. 55. 


+ It is very fairly and juſſly obſerved by. Quinti/ian, that 
t Ridicule is of great force in oratory, becauſe it draws off 
the mind from attending to the real nature of things“ 
Quia animum ab intentione rerum emen avertit, —Sev 
Pope's Eſſay on Criticiſm, 
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cour of every ally; and therefore readily en- 
liſts Ridicule, with her light and irregular 
troops, to fcour the enemy, and, like the 
Parthians, to throw their flying arrows at 
random amongſt them. Hence it is, that 
there hath been ſcarce any truth ſo ſacred, or 
any man ſo good, as to eſcape the ſhafts of 
Ridicule. Even that immortal Socrates, 
whom ſome modern friends of Ridicule are ſo 
deſirous to exalt, could not avoid its en- 
venom'd malice ; but, levelled and tradut'd 
by the impure wit of a licentious ſcoffer, he 
gave a ſtrong proof indeed what a teſt of 
truth this ſame Ridicule is, when he drank 
the cup of poiſon in conſequence of its 
power * 


A much greater than Socrates, prov'd by 
every mode of affliction, did not eſcape the 


contemptudds trial of Ridicule. * in 


mock purple, blindfolded, fpit upon, He 
heard from the contemptuous ſcoffers, 44 Pro- 


pheſy, thou Chriſt, who is he that ſmote 
thee?” Nay, and in a moment, when one 


would have thought the keeneſt malice muſt 


o Sce the Anecdotes, p. 54+ 
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have been ſatiated, and the proudeſt con- 


tempt ſoften'd into pity; in that dreadful 
moment, when He, who had lived diſpen- 


ſing bleſſings, hung tormented on the croſs ; 
even then, inſulting Ridicule muſt have its 
triumph: „They that paſled by reviled him, 
wagging their heads ; while the chief-prieſts, 
with the ſcribes and elders, mocking him 
ſaid, He ſaved others, himſelf he cannot 
fave !”—TIs not this a recommendation of Ri- 
dicule to your practice? Is not this an high 
proof of its power and excellence? - Were 
there no other argument to urge againſt it, 
it would ſurely be ſufficient to make every 
man cautious in the uſe of it, when he 
reflects, that its parent is contempt ; and 
that its genuine offspring is hatred, cruelty 
and murder. For thoſe who accuſtom them- 
ſelves to that Ridicule, which proceeds from 
a contempt of others, will unqueſtionably ſo 
gradually feed the ſelfiſh, and deſtroy the ſocial 
affections, as to make the mind callous to the 
latter, while the former predominate, to the 
utter ſubverſion of all that is gentle and gene- 
rous in the ſoul, 
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It would be eaſy to go on, and ſhew, by a 
large detail, how commonly this inſtrument 
of vice and irreligion hath been employed to 
promote their cauſe, The followers of Chriſt, 
ordained in all things to be like their maſter, 
have felt the ſeverity of it; they have had 
trials of cruel mockings, no leſs than of 
ſcourgings, of bonds and impriſonment, 
«© Many a brave martyr has offer'd up his 
prayers to heaven, that he might be releaſed 
by death from the contempt of his enemies z 
and, after being baited in the bear-ſkin, found 
a refuge in the fagot, or the pitch - barrel. 
The trial indeed, hath fo far turned out for 
the advantage of Chriſtianity, that it ſtill 
retains its credit, and conſequently the friends 
of Ridicule, if they are ſteady to their own 
principles, muſt acknowledge it's truth and 
divine authority: At leaſt it muſt be allow'd 
fair, thus to turn their own arguments upon 
them, We lay however no ſtreſs upon this 
reaſoning ; aſſur'd that Chriſtianity hath far 


better, and very different ſupport. 


But there are good reaſons, why ſome profeſſ- 
ed unbelievers may chooſe to try our religion 


in this way : For while there is nothing more 
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difficult, than to purſue with impartial un- 
remitting attention, the inveſtigation of truth, 
and the deductions of deep and thoughtful 
reaſon ; there is nothing more eaſy than by 
light Jeſts, and ridiculous Turns to diſcounte- 
nance that inveſtigation; to render the mind 
averſe to it, and to induce a trifling and 
inconſiderate diſpoſition, It is on theſe ac- 
counts that the enemies of revelation chooſe 
to proceed. in this way, —a kind of fly ing huſ- 
ſars in the field of truth, rather than to deter- 


mine concerning that truth by fair reaſon- 


ing and juſt argument. Theſe require knows 
ledge and attention; for the former, nothing 
is neceſſary, but a ſmall ſhare of wit, with 
a large proportion of ignorance and preſump- 
tion: Commodities, in which HE * is faund 
to deal very largely, who has with an im- 
piety unparallel'd in any times, dared like the 
ſoldiers, the prieſts and ſcribes amongſt the 
Jews. to inſult wich his mad mockery the 
crucified Saviour, and almoſt every article of 
his holy faith; though he himſelf well knows, 
that all thoſe articles which he ſo inſulting!y 
reviles, have been again and again irrefra- 
gably defended and ſupported ; and that, how- 


See Voltaire's ach Vol, of Miſcellanies, 
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ever with their bleſſed maſter they may be 
ſcouted and ſcorned, they can never be con- 
futed or diſproved ® ! 


But, enough of ſcoffers like theſe ; un- 
worthy to be mention'd on any other ac- 
count, but as they riſe up in proof of the 
truth of that important argument which we 
would aſſert, and of the wiſe man's obſerva- 


tion in the text, that ** Fools make a mock at 


Sin.“ 


FRO all that has been ſaid, you will 
eſtimate, my young friends, what weight 
this mockery ought to have with you; and, 


It is well obſerv'd by a fine writer, © That there can be 
no true wit, which has not reaſon for the foundation of it: 
That ridiculing what is in itſelf good, uſeful and venerable, 
fixes a certain reproach upon him who attempts it, either 
upon his underſtanding or his morals ; That jeſting with 
things of the higheſt conſequence is folly and madneſs : 
That 'tis an eaſy matter by miſrepreſenting to make any 
thing appear ridiculous : And conſequently, that this talent 
is as far from being a demoaſtration, that the perſon who 
poſſeſſes it is a wit, as it is from being an evidence of bis 
good · breeding, that in violation of all the rules of decency, 
he banters and treats with ſcurrility the eftabliſh'd religion 
of his country, and that for which all around him have a 
bigh value.“ Foſter's Sermons, Vol, I. p. 155. 
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whenever it is levell'd againſt you, will not 
fail to conſider the characters of the perſons 
who uſe it; againſt what objects, and for 
what ends they uſe it; and what is the real 
force and genuine power, of the Ridicule 
which they uſe, | 


(1.) For the firſt; there ſurely can be no 


doubt, that the approbation of the virtuous 
and the good, will be a ſufficient counter- 
balance to the Scorn and Ridicule of the 
vicious and profane, We have before ſhewn, 
| how little attention or concern men of ſuch 
a ſtamp deſerve from you; But, inſignificant 
and uſeleſs (to ſay no more) as their notice 
may be; valuable, important, and delight- 
ful is the friendſhip of the good : And you 
will think the ſcoffs and contempt of thoſe 
who run every length of riot, amply repaid 
by the delights of that friendſhip, no leſs 
than by the many and ſtriking advantages 
which you will derive by eſcaping the fatal 
conſequence of that riot. | 


(2.) For the ſecond ; convinc'd that reli- 
gion and virtue are of indiſpenſable neceſſity 
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to the preſent and future happineſs of man; 
you will find them, under this juſt prepoſſeſ- 
ſion, no way leſſen'd in your eſteem by the 
ſcoffs of thoſe who are ſtrangers to them 
both. Convinc'd that ſuch ſcoffs, unſup- 
ported by reaſon, can never make any alter- 
ation in the nature of theſe things, you will 
ſtill remain equally attached to them, and to 
truth, Men may be bold, may be abſurd, 
may be wicked enough, profanely to mock 
the great God himſelf, and all his divine and 
benevolent diſpenſations ; they may ridicule 
that Virtue, which all ages and people have 
agreed to hold venerable ; the beſt men, 


and the beſt things may be (as they have 


been) the objects of their contemptuous 
ſcorning; But who ſees not that God and 


virtue are by no means changed, or in any re- 


ſpect depreciated by ſuch a treatment: If they 
once were, they ſtill continue, deſerving your 
utmoſt veneration: And when you com- 
pare them, but for a moment compare the 
objects of your purſuit, and of the-reviler's 
ſcorn, with thoſe objeQs and thoſe purſuits, 
which they would recommend, —how muſt 


you be ſettled, —bow firmly muſt you. be 
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rooted in the happy chojce you have made ! 
For, how mighty the difference, — not only 
with reſpect to future life, but to our preſent 
well-being, between a rational and ſteady 
adherence to piety, ſobriety, juſtice and bene- 
volence; and a wild, lawleſs neglect of 
duty to God, and a deſperate plunge into 
the practice of vice! which deſtroys all 
ſelf-government, all internal peace; which 
ſhatters the conſtitution, ruins the circum- 
ſtances, and makes the man not more the 


contempt of himſelf, than of all who know 


him, 


Steadfaſt, therefore, in your attachment 
to religion and virtue, you will want (upon 


a compariſon like this) no motives to perſuade 
you of the wiſdom of your own choice, and 


of the daring folly of ſuch men as are hardy 
and ſimple enough, to treat with Ridicule 
thoſe things which confeſſedly are, and have 
always been thought by the wiſe and rational, 
the beſt, the greateſt; moſt meriting ,our 


conſtant and higheſt attention, as moſt in- 
fallibly productive of our trueſt Good, 
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Nor will vice loſe any of its horror in your 
view, or ſeem a whit the leſs hateful and 
deſtructive, when thoſe who dare to ridicule 
their maker, religion, virtue and goodneſs, at 
the ſame time, treat with levity and uncon- 
cern thoſe foul crimes and pernicious practices, 
to whoſe deformity they have unhappily fami- 
liarized themſelves, It is one of the ſubtleſt 
deluſions of vice to cheat its votaries by falſe 
and palliating names; a cuſtom, alas! but too 
prevalent : Names, however, you will at all 
times remember, can never alter the nature of 
things; Murder will ſtill be murder; adul- 
tery will ſtill be adultery ; drunkenneſs will 
ſtill be drunkenneſs, call them by what titles 
you may. And though honour and duels, 
gallantry and pleaſure, good fellowſhip and 
ſociableneſs, may be ſubſtituted in the ſtead . 
of juſter appellations, truth and conſcience 
ſubſcribe not to this language; and God, the 
great judge of all, will not admit it in his 
laſt great court of awful inquiſition. 


Suffer not yourſelves, therefore, my young 
friends, to be deluded and abuſed by the ſpe- 
cious and ſoftening language of the vicious: 
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But remember, that vice, palliated by what 


ſoftening appellations it may, remains for 
ever unaltered, and the ſame; ever alike 
odious to God; ever alike oppoſite to his 
holy laws; ever alike contrary to the in- 
tereſts and the happineſs of man. 


(3.) All the Power of the beſt · directed 
Ridicule upon earth, is feeble and ineffica- 
cious to divert a mind, thus clearly ſatisfied 
of the eternal difference between virtue and 


vice, from that ſteady courſe which truth. 
and religion recommend and approve ;z and 


a conſciouſneſs of the real Force of Ridicule, 
(the third thing ſpoken of) its inadequacy 
to the diſcovery or the proof of truth, will 


render i:s attacks leſs formidable ; while, with 


regard to moral conduct, under a right know- 
ledge of its equal inadequacy, when applied 
thereto, you will boldly contemn its impo- 
tent aſſaults, and appeal with chearfulneſs 
to that ſole teſt of moral behaviour, the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, Tell the ſcorners, 
my young friends, with undaunted fortitude, 
that you will thankfully acknowledge the 


propriety of their c nſure, and the juſtice of 
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their mockery, if they can point out the in- 
conſiſtency of. your actions with the laws of 
your great Maſter : But with equal fortitude 
tell them, that while your actions are, through 
God's grace, conſiſtent with thoſe laws, you 
can well bear to have your life accounted 
madneſs by men of their charaQer; as per- 
fectly aſſured, that your end. ſhall not be 
without honour “. 


Let me however caution you, in this beſt 
and nobleſt of all combats, to avoid with the 
utmoſt care all ſingularity in conduct and 
behaviour, which may give a plauſible pre- 
tence for Ridicule, and too juſtly expoſe you 
to the mockery of illiberal ſcorners. For 
though it is moſt true, that religion, virtue 
and goodneſs are things in themſelves ſo 
really excellent, and, conſidered in the ab- 
ſtrat, ſo univerſally teſpectable, that it is 
utterly impoſſible for Ridicule to fix upon 
them; yet, as diſplayed in the human con- 
duct and character (which are generally 
mixed and imperfet) they often contract 
a kind of peculiarity, which gives their ene- 
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mies a fair occaſion, as they think, to throw 
out their unſeemly ſcoffs. And unhappily, 
ſuperſtitious and enthuſiaſtick men, hurried 
on by blind and irrational zeal, have by their 
abſurd, and in many reſpects pernicious beha- 
viour, given but too much ground for = 
moſt pointed Ridicule, 


Let it therefore be remembered, that if 
Ridicule in theſe reſpects hath any power, it 
is certainly, not over religion and virtue; but 
over the weak neſſes and follies, the fingul- 
rity and affectation of thoſe men, who have 
not had ſufficient diſcernment to fepardte 
their own abſurdities from the caufe they 
meant to promote; and upon whiteh, in 
conſequence, thoſe abſurdities have brought 
repfoach, 


Be it your care then, by a diligent adli6 
' fetice to that Prudence, which was heretofote 
recommended, to avoid in your religious con- 
duct more eſpecially, all ſuch abſurdities as 
may afford juſt matter of motkery to thoſe, who 
are always no leſs ready than quick to remark 
it. Singularity of every kind is blameable; and 
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affectation is always the mark of a mean and 
undiſcerning mind : They have no concern 
with the cauſe of truth and virtue; which 
every man may well purſue, in a ſober, 
prudent, and ſerious manner, without affec- 
tation, withont ſingularity, except vice in- 
deed be ſo generally in faſhion, as to render 
ſingularity in virtue almoſt unavoidable, 


There is however one method, by which 
you may point the ſhafts of Ridicule more 
keenly, than by ſingularity or affectation; 1 


mean, by inconſiſtency and impropriety of 


conduct, This would be giving the adver- 
ſary juſt cauſe indeed of triumphant mockery 
over you; and therefore, let me conjure, let 
me earneſtly intreat you, my young friends, 
— happily engaged on the fide of piety and 
goodneſs, to keep an eſpecial watch over 
your conduct of every kind, that you may 
preſerve the uniformity and regularity of it, 
and thus defy the ſons of ſcorn to fix a real 
brand of contenipt upon you. Truth it is, 
human nature is frail, and we are all liable to 
many temptations, and many errors; but be 
not you diſcouraged, amldſt this imperfection 
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of your ſtate and nature, if, ſingere and 
upright in your intentions, you preſerve 2 
carefully as you can the even and blameleſy 
tenour of your way: Though you cannot hope 
to be free from thoſe many infirmities ** to 
which fleſh is heir;” yet, maintaining a 
general habit of piety, your God will approve, 
his divine Spirit will aſſiſt your well-meant 
endeavours, and your Saviour will perfect 
your redemption. And while no character, 
will, or ought more juſtly to meet with the 
contempt both of God and of man, than that 
of thoſe, Who, under large pretences to 
religion and virtue, are found notoriouſly 
deficient in both; while Ridicule (if it ever 
can be applied with propriety) can never 

applied with greater propriety than on in- 
conſiſtent and hypocritical profeſſors like theſe; 
yet that Ridicule be aſſured, will never reach, 
can never affect you. For, ſafe from its ſhafts, 
and ſecure from all its power, ſhall that man 
paſs, who, deeply grounded in the love of God, 
holds up before his breaſt the adamantine ſhield 
of living faith ; thus repelling all the fiery 
darts of the enemy; and enlightened on his 
way by the ſteady and unclouded glory of the 
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Sun of righteouſneſs, perſeveres with unfhnken 
courage and fortitude in that ſure and unerring 


path to life, which Nx bath pointed out; who, 
made perfect through ſufferings of every kind 
goeth before us, the great eaptain of our at. 
vation, — bearing on bis crimſom banner, - this 
animating Inſcription . Be thou fuichful uno 
death, and I will give thee à crown of life.” 


AnzcpoTEs on the foregoing fubject of 
R1picoLE. | 


1. A'young gentleman of moderate under- 
ſtanding, but of great vivacity, by dipping 


into many authors of the modiſh and free- 


thinking turn, had acquired a little ſmattering 
of knowledge, juſt enough to make an atheiſt 
or a freethinker, but not a philoſopher or a 
man of ſenſe. With theſe accompliſhments, 
he went into the country to viſit his father, 
who was a plain, rough, honeſt man, and 
wife, though not learned, The ſon, who 
took all opportunities to ſhew his learning, 
began to eſtabliſh a new religion in the 
family, and to enlarge the narrowneſs of 
their country notions ; in which he ſucceeded 
Vor. II. ME | 
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ſo well, that he ſeduced the butler by his 
table - talk, and ſtaggered his eldeft ſiſter, 
The old gentleman began to be alarmed at 
the ſchiſms that aroſe among his children, but 
did not yet believe his ſon's doctrine to be ſo 
pernicious as it really was; till one day talking 
of his ſetting dog, the ſon ſaid He did not 
queſtion but Tray was as immortal as any one 
of the family; and in the heat of the argu- 
ment told his father, that for his part, he 
expected to die like a dog. Upon which the 
old man, ſtarting up in a paſſion, cried out, 
& Then, Sirrah, you ſhall live like one!“ 
and taking his cane in his hand, cudgelled 
him out of his ſyſtem, and brought him to 
more ſerious reflections and better ſtudies. 
Ido not (continues Sir Richard Steele, from 
whom this is taken) mention the cudgelling 
part of the ſtory with a deſign to engage the 
ſecular arm in matters of this nature: But 
certainly, if it ever exerts itſelf in affairs of 
opinion and ſpeculation, it ought to do it on 
ſuch ſhallow and deſpicable pretenders to 
knowledge, who endeavour to give aman dark 
and uncomfortable proſpects of his being, and 
to deſtroy thoſe principles which are the ſup» 
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port, happineſs and glory of all public ſocie- 
ties, as well as of private perſons.” See Tat- 
ler, 0. 108, 


2. © If the talent of Ridicule, ſays Mr. 
Addiſon, were employed to laugh men out of 
vice and folly, it might be of ſome uſe in the 
world; but inſtead of this, we find that it is 
generally made uſe of to laugh men out of 
virtue and good ſenſe, by attacking every 
thing that is ſerious and ſolemn, decent and 
praiſe-worthy in human life,” We have a 
remarkable example in the caſe of the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon ; Concerning whom 
(among the other meaſures taken to prejudice 
and ruin him with King Charles the IId) 
we aretold, that mockery and Ridicule were 
two of the moſt notable weapons employed 
by his adverſaries, —and almoſt all his adverſa- 
ries were the vicious and the profane. The 
Duke of Buckingham in particular, and 
Eleanor Gwynn the King's miſtreſs, were 
chief among theſe ; the latter being oſten 
allowed to entertain the King and ſome of 
his courtiers, with mocking at the age and 
infirmities of the good Lord Chancellor, and 
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attempting to imitate his lameneſs of pait, 
and gravity of aſpect; while the former upon 
every occaſion pleaſed himſelf and the com- 
pany, in acting all the perſons who ſpoke 
even at the council board, in their looks 
and motions ;—a piece of mimickry in which 
he had an eſpecial faculty; and in his exer- 
ciſe of which the Chance}lor had a ſull part, 
Thus, in the height of mirth, if the King 
ſaid, “ He would go ſuch a Jourmey, or do 
ſuch a trivial thing to-morrow ;” a wager 
would be laid with him that he would not do 
it; and when the King aſked why, it was 
anſwered, ** That the Chancellor would not 
let him ;” and another would proteſt . Fhat 
he thought there was no ground for that im- 
putation ; however he could not deny that it 
was generally believed abroad, that his Maje- 
Ky was entirely and implicitly governed by 
the Chancellor :”” And when by theſe means 
they had often put the King in a paſſion, it 
was inſtantly reported with great joy in otHer 
companies, By ſuch petty, low and moſt 
illiberal arts was a great and good man itt» 
fulted, and at length degraded from all his 
Som forte, his honours, and his good name. 
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3. Nor was this all: The merry Monarch 
himſelf ſuffered moſt eſſentially by the like 
ſhafts of Ridicule and Buffoonery z had it 
it not been for which, there ſeems no room to 
doubt that in many inſtances he had proved a. 
much better King and a more happy man. 
This is pefticularly noted-by the noble Lord: 
abovementioned, who one day told the King, 
That it was ohſerved abroad to be a faculty 
very much improved of late in his court, to 
laugh at thoſe arguments which they could: 
not anſwer :” And though, ſays be, the King 
did not then, nor a goed while after, appear to. 
diſlike the Niberry I preſumed to take with 
him; yet I found. every day that ſome argu» 
ments grew leſs acceptable to him, and that 
the conſtant converſation he held with men 
of great profaneneſs, whoſe wit conſiſted in 
abuſing ſcripture, and in repeating and adding 
what preachers ſaid in their ſetmons, and 
turning it into Ridicule (a fcience in which 
the Duke of Buckingham excelled) did muctr. 
lefſen the natural eſteem and reverence he had 
for the clergy ; and inclined him to-coffider 
them, as a rank of men, who compounded a 
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religion ſor their own advantage, and to ſerve 
their own turns; nor was all that I could ſay 


to him of weight enough to make any impreſ- 
ſion to the contrary “. 


(4.) Dr. Delaney, in the ſecond volume of 


his life of David, p. 61. judiciouſly obſerves, 
that the dignity of the moſt .excellent things 
and perſons greatly ſuffers by being once ſeen 
in a ludicrous light, that is, in their moſt 
oppoſite extreme; becauſe ideas are then 
aſſociated in the minds of the ſpectators, 
which perhaps can never afterwards be wholly 
parted, I am aſtoniſhed therefore (ſays he) 
bow any man of humanity—to throw reaſon 
and virtue out of the queſtion; could make 
that Ridicule, a teſt of true excellence, which 


' murdered the beſt man of the Heathen world; 


which firſt debaſed the dignity of Socrates in 
the eyes of the vulgar, and then brought 
him to the bar and to the hemlock ! For, if 
Ariſtophanes had not been ſuffered to ape his 
perſon and dreſs, and to ridicule him in 


«© The Clouds,” Anytus and Melitus would 


o See “ Continuation of Lord Clarendon's life,“ written 
by himſelf, Vol. II. p. 467. and Vol. 4+ Þ: 682. 
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never. have dared to have: called him to the 
bar as a nn 5 


5. The Earl of C-— being at Bruſſels, 
was waited on by the celebrated M. Voltaire, 
who politely invited him to ſup with him and 
Madame CO. His Lordſhip accepted the 
invitation; the converſation happening to- 
turn upon the affairs of England, I think 
my Lord, faid Madame C——, that the 
parliament of England confiſts of five or ſix: 
hundred of the beſt informed and moſt ſen- 
ſible men in the kingdom? ( True, Ma- 
dam; they are generally ſuppoſed to be ſo.“ 
„What then, my Lord, can be the reaſon 
that they tolerate ſo great an abſurdity as the 
Chriſtian Religion ?'— I ſuppoſe; Madam, 
(replied his Lordſhip) it is becauſe they have* 
not been able to ſubſtitute any thing better in 
its ſtead; When that is the caſe, I don't 
doubt but in their wiſdom they will readily: 
accept it.” Surely ſo well-turn'd a piece of: 
Raillery was more forcible than a thouſand: 
arguments; and in caſes like theſe, it is, that 
the true uſe. of Ridicule is ſeen. 
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6. Ap. meist author relates that a com- 
pany of vain and profligate perſons having 
been drinking and inflaming their blood in a 
tayern at Boſton in New England, upon 
ſeeing the reverend Mr. Cotton, a pious and 
amiable miniſter coming along the ſtreet, one 
of them told his campanjons, *-1'1] go, and 
put a trick upon the ald Cotton,” Accord» 
ingly he. approached him, and croffing his 
way, whiſper'd in his ear, ** Cotton, thou art 
an old fool,” —« True, replied Mr. Cotton, 
I conſeſs I am ſo;—the Lord make both 
me. and thee wiſer than we are; even wiſe 
te falvation |” Struck with bis anſwer, the 
man related it to his aflociates, and notwith- 
ſtanding their then ſituation, it failed not to 
calt a great damp upon their ſpirits, in the 
midſt of their frolicks. 


(7+) The retirement and uſual penſivene(s 
of Sir Francis Walſingham, prime Miniſter 
of. Queen, Elizabeth,, being looked upon by: 
his friends. at court as a. fit of melancholy, 
ſome of them came to him, on purpoſe to 
amuſe and divert him from it. Sir Francis 
however ſoon repreſſed their jocularity, by 
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teling them, * Ah my friends! white we 
laugh, all things are ſeridus round absüt us. 


Gop is ſerious, who exettiſeth ſuch pati- 
ence towards us; Chriſt is ſerious, who- 
ſhed his blood for us; the Holy Ghoft is 
ſerious, who ſtriyeth againſt the dbffinaty of 
our hearts : The facred Scriptures bring to 
our ears the nivft ſerious and iiportant things 
in the world; the Holy Sacraments, repre- 
ſent to us the moſt ſetious and awful matters: 
The whole Creation is ſerious in ſerving God 
and us; All that are in heaven and hell are 
ſerious,” Ho then can Man, that hath one 
foot in the grave, jeſt and laugh?“ What 
an antidote to ſcoffing and mockery arc obvi- 
ous reflections like theſe ! 


(8.) If ever a vein of Ridicule be neceſſary in 
converſa:ion, as ſometimes is the caſe, it ſeem 
peculiary ſo, where juſt and ſolid argument 
can have no effect; and, as a late very ele- 
gant writer obſerves, When a man is ſteeled 
and. hardened againſt conviction, we may 
warrantably, like Hannibal after other expe», 
dients have been tried in vain, cut through: 
the rock with vinegar.” The following is 
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a memorable inſtance, Several Jeſuits being 
one day in company with the celebrated: 
Monſieur Boileau, roundly aſſerted, accord- 
iog to the principles of that ſociety, that. 
Attrition for fin only was neceſſary, and that, 
we were not obliged to love God: Withal in- 
liſting, that thoſe who advanced the contrary. 
were in an error, and impoſed an inſupport- 
able yoke upon Chriſtians, whom God had 
rendered free by a new law. It was to. 
no purpoſe to unravel their fallacies; the 
diſpute began to grow warm: When Mr. 
Boileau, who had hitherto kept a. profound 


filence, ſtarting up cried; + Oh how prettily 


will it ſound in the final day of judgment, 
when our Lord ſhall ſay to his elect, Come 
you, ye well beloved of my father; for ye 


have never loved me in your life, but have 
always forbidden that I ſhould be loved, and. 
conſtantly and bravely oppoſed thoſe Here- 


ticks, who were for obliging Chriftian to- 


love me.—And You, on the contrary, Go ye 
to the devil and his angels; you, the ac- 


curſed of my father: For ye have loved me 


with your whole heart, and have ſolicited and 
importuned the whole world beſide to love 
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me.” This raillery ſtruck his opponents 
dumb, and more _ enforced the 


neceſſity of divine love, than all the ſolid 
and cogent arguments de urged had been 


able to do. 


Ridiculum acri , 
Fortius ac melius magnas plerumque ſecat Res. 


( _ The lines in the character of Atticus, 
mentioned in p. 15. preſent us with a proper 
occaſion to juſtify Mr. Addiſon from the 
application which many have made of them. 
to him; and which indeed ſeems to have been- 
invidiouſly intended by the author himſelf. 
Nothing that may tend to remove a fingle 
ſuſpicion from a charactet ſo amiable as that 
of the writer of the Spectators, can fail of a 
welcome reception with the candid public: 
and fo far is the abovementioned artful de- 
ſcription of Atticus, from being in the leaſt 
applicable to Mr. Addiſon, that we have the 
undoubted authority of a noble Lord, one of 
his-intimate friends, for aſſerting, That often 
as he bas been in Mr. Addiſon's companys 
yet, in the whole courſe of his Lordſhip's 
acquaintance with him, he never remembers 
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to habe Hearck bim throw but an oblique lutte 
mation, that had the appearance of ill. nature; 
nor make a ſingle remark upon any man, but 
what Was perfeAly worthy the gentleman- 
and man of honour, and conſiſtent with 4 


candid, humane, and ingenuous mind, —We- 


cannot give a better demonſtration of this 
truth, than by referring the reader to the 
Spectator, No, 256, and particularly to Ne. 
445- which that celebrated writer thus con» 
cludes; I am not ſo vain as to think that the 
generar approbation of theſe papers is ſo much, 
due to the performance, as to the deſign, 
There is and ever will be juſtice enough in, 


the world, to afford patronage and protec- 


tion for thoſe, who endeavour to advance truth: 
and virtue, without regard to the paſſions: 


and prejudices. of any particular cauſe or | 


faction. If I have any other merit in me, it 
is that have new-pointed all the batteries of: 
Ridicule : They have been generally planted: 
axainſt perſons who have appeared ſerious: 
rather than abſurd ; or at beſt, have aimed: 
rather at what is unfaſhionable than what is 
vicious. For my own part, I have endea- 
vouted to make nothing ridiculous, that is not 
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in ſome meaſure criminal: I have ſet up 
ivmoral r 12 
ſhert, if I have not formed a neu weapon 
agaioſt vice and itreligion, I have at leaſt 
ſhewa how that weapon may be pyt io a 
right uſe, which bas ſo often fought. the 
baules of impiety and grofanencſs,” | 


„Indeed, Neander, ſaid Euſebius to 
0 young friend, a Chriſtian behaviour 
among gentlemen is ſo unuſual, that you 
muſt venture to be out of faſhion ; you muſt | 
ſtand the ſhock of raillery, and perchance 
the ſtroke of a lampoon : ut theſe weapogs 
tick only in the ſkin, and, though they are 
puſhed on with all the violence of malice and 
profaneneſs, are not able to draw blood, or 
to touch the reputation. I have often been 


aſtoniſhed at ſome gentlemen, who practiced 


virtue at home, and vice in company; who 
betrayed theic conſcience,—to avoid a bluſh! 
This, ſaid I, is to fall into the wretched 


blindneſs of ſome ſavage Indians, who adore 


the devil, that he may do them no barm. 


If Libertines glory in evil, why ſhould Yau be 


aſhamed at good? That carries along with it 
4 
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its own condemnation, and This its juſtifi- 
cation. Surely ſhame ſits more naturally on 
guilt, than on innocence !—But, Neander, 
could we dive into the wicked man's heart, 
could we pierce into his, ſoul, we ſhould 
there read the moſt viſible traces of ſhame and 
confuſion, every moment he caſts an eye on 
his own vices, and the virtues of his happier 
neighbour. For, let me tell you, piety has an 
amiable aſpect: It charms its very perſecu- 
tors; and even thoſe who ſtigmatize it in 
praQtice, admire its beauty. So that though 
ſometimes they let fly a Raillery, or ſhoot, a 
Teſt, theſe petty arrows flit at random, and 
never come near your honour, —Nay,, take it 
for a general rule, that thoſe Libertines who 
ſneer at a Chriſtian demeanor have themſelyes 
a ſecret eſteem for it. But, let debauchees 
burleſque your piety, muſt You therefore 
abandon it? Will you abjure Chriſtianity, 
becauſe ſuch men ſport with religion; or com- 
mence Atheiſt, to humour the fool, who ſaith 
« There is no God ?”—1Is it honourable, in 
ſpight of Ridicule, to acknowledge a God, 
and yet a diſgrace to ſerve Him? Is it a credit 
to be a Chriſtian, and a ſhame to be a good 
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and a ſincere one? No, certainly. Let ma 
then put things together, and act accord- 
ingly. Let us call in reaſon, to govern 


fancy. We have been ſeeing indeed bow 
hard it is for a young man to withſtand + 


X The world's dread "292 
Which ſcarce the firm Philoſopher can ſcorn :” 


But, let us only conſider, who are thoſe men 
that awe us?—Perhaps a ſet of beings, who 
have more wealth than wiſdom, and more 
quality than conſcience; cowards in the face 
of truth, yet bravoes againſt God : Men, who 
live ill, and judge worſe ; who are pitied by 
ſome, and ſcorned by others; and whoſe 
very panegyricks are ſatites. Praiſe out of 
ſuch mouths is ſcandal, and their blame is 
true glory, O Neander ! ſuffer not yourſelf 
to be laughed out of heaven, nor rallied into 
hell, If you cannot now bear the loud 
laughter or taunting ſmiles of a Man; how 
will you one day endure the frowns of an 
angry Deity ?—If the laſh of a petulant 
tongue be ſo ſenſible, can you ſuppoſe that 
the pains of almighty vengeance will be more 
tolerable ?—Virt ue in a dungeon is ꝓreſerable 
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to ſin on he throne; nud fhnatemte in the 
pillory more honourable than guilt on the 
dench: For a day is coming Ind we know nat 
How ſoon, when ( The wiſe only ſhall in- 
derit glory; but ame een, 
of Fools.” _ 3 N \ 
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On, Pleaſure... X * 9 tn 4 
ECCLESIASTES „ 


Rejoice, O young men, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth ; and 
walk in the ways of aby heart, and in the 
fight of thine ces: But, know thou, that 
for all wag things God amy grin 
b 


T* RE never Was. a man, my young 
friends, who enjoyed more ample power 

to gratify his paſſions, and indulge himſelf in 
every earthly pleaſure, than Solomon: And 
there ſeems never to have exiſted a man, who 
had either a greater reliſh for, or drank larger 
draughts from pleaſure's intoxicating. cup. 
You muſt acknowledge therefore, that his 
teſtimony is deciſive on this head; and in the 


Book of Eccleſiaſtes he gives us that teſti- 
mony. After having informed us, that © hat- 
ſoever his eyes deſired he kept not from 
them that he withheld not his beart from 
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any joy ;” he adds, as the refult and fad cloſe 
of the final account, that . all was vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit !” The gratification afforded 
no ſolid and ſubſtantial joy; and the con- 
ſequences were bitter and diſtreſsful to the 
reflecting mind. 3 


a 0 
Te 


In this view, with a nervous and affeRing - 


farcaſm, be applies to Youth, eager in the pur - 
ſuit of pleaſure, as he himſelf once was: Re- 
joice, ſays he, O young man, if you think 
proper to give up the purſuits of wiſdom; 
rejoice in your youth; and let your heart 
chear you, in this thoughtleſs, giddy period 
| of life, with the things wherein jt delighteth : 

Walk in the ways of your corrupt heart, and 

in the ſight of your deceitful eyes: Liſten 

to your paſſions, and follow the bent of yout 


_ 


depraved imagination : Bur, know—conſfi- . 
der well the price that you muſt pay for theſe 


tranſitory gratifications z know, as an eternal, 
truth, that for all theſe things, God will bring 
you into judgment ! Your ſoul and body will 
feel, even in this life, the beginnings of that 
fearful account, which remains inevitably to. 


be made; and which muſt be made before 
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that juſt and ful judge, who will bring 
every work into judgment, with every — 
thing, WRIT be good of evil e 2 Fae 5 


Ves, my oth friends, a fearful account 
remains to be made in this world, as well as 
in the next, for the unreſtrained purſuit of 
earthly pleafures and ſenſual gratifications :, 
And, willing to warn you from every 'peril 
which may threaten you in your courſe , 
through life, I would now lead you to a 
ſerious review of that PIN As uRxR, which is no 
leſs the wiſh, than the eager purſuit of your 
age too much, alas! the eager purſuit of 
all mankind, Certain, however, it is, that 
nothing can be more contrary to the end of 
our exiſtence, nothing more unworthy the 
nature of man, than to live for Pleaſure only; 
nor can a more mean, and at the ſame time a 
more wicked character be drawn, than that 
of a ** lover of pleaſure more than a lover of 


God!” | 
Pet, miſtake me not, km 


decry Pleaſure, as to wiſh to withhold every 


. See Deſrocux's Comment on the Book of Eads. lo. 
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ſpecies and appearance of it, either from our 
nature in general. or from your ſprightly exe 
in particular: Miſtake me not, as if with 
ſoical apathy, or monkiſh auſterity, I would 
deny to youth the natural and pleaſing indul- 
gences of that, pleaſing period of their life, 
So far from it, my wiſh, and my intention is, 
not only to ſecure true pleaſures to your age, 
but to improve and heighten thoſe pleaſures. 
Clearly ſatisfied, that the great author of our 
being, hath, for the wiſeſt and beſt ends, inter- 
woven, as it were, in the very texture of our 
nature, a deſire after pleaſure; I am no leſs 
clearly ſatisfied, that he hath amply provided 
for the perfect completion of that deſire. But, 

ſtrong as it is in itſelf, and attractive as are 
the objects of it, there is the utmaſt danger, 

leſt it carry us beyond the bounds, or fix 
upon other objects, than thoſe ordained by 

God and by nature to gratify it. It is there- 
ſore of the utmoſt importance, if we would 

| reap all the comforts and high ſatisfactions, 
which the benevolent author of our being 

hath attached to true Pleaſure, that we care- 
fully conſider its Nature, and its Boundaries; 


that we wiſely inform ourſelves of the nature 
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by God's grace, invariably to purſue the 
former ʒ while we fly from the latter, as that, 


which, however ſweetin the taſte, will be found 
bitter and painful in the ſtomach which, 
however it may exhilarate for à paſſing mo- 
ment, will infallibly bring us into judgment l 


And if, in the handling of this copious 
topick; I ſhall de enabled, my young friends, 
to preſent you with any argument ſuffi- 
cient to guard you againſt the allurements - 
of that deceitful and pernicious ſyren . Falſe 
Meaſure ;”” if I ſhall de enabled to preſerve 
your youthful feet in- the blefſed paths of 
that virtue and religion, which infallibly - 
lead to true Pleaſure; if, by anything here 
urg'd your preſent -exiſtence ſhall be made 
more comfortable, and your future happineſs 
through Chriſt, ſecured ; what infinite cauſe: 
of mutual ſatis faction ſhall'we receive, and 
how much will it behove us to give glory 
together to the God of heaven Who hath ſo 
bieſſed yout attention; and my ladours'! And” 
] perſuade myſelf, that thefe good effects will: 
follow); and that I ſhall not only have your 
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attention now, but hereaſter your diligent 
compliance with what ſhall be urged ; bes 
cauſe, my heart witneſſes to me, that the 


moſt fincere and affectionate. zeal ſor your 


welfare dictates what 1 utter; 'becauſe;d 
addreſs you, not with the rigor of authority, 
but with the tender love, even of parental 
admonition ; becauſe, God is my witneſs, 
one of the greateſt ſatisfactions could enjoy 
on this ſide heaven, would be to ſee Vou (my 
dear young, friends) riſe up to bleſs God in 
your generation ; ſcorning all the baſe. and 
pernicious allurements of vice; enjoying all 
the juſt and honourable Pleaſures e 


your nature is capable. ¹ 


To this purpoſe, then, let us in the 
firſt place conſider © The nature, and the 
boundaries of true Pleaſure.” With regard 
to the former, we may well define it to be 
„ That which is agreeable to the whole of 


our being, and inconſiſtent with none of our 


moral or religious obligations:”” For, in our 
eſtimate of virtue and vice, of pleaſure and 
pain, we muſt always, to avoid any decep- 
tion, take in the whole of what we are z'the 
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great author of our being baving in ſo wiſe 
and wonderful a manner, united the diſtinct 
parts of our nature, having ſo combined our 
ſoul and body, that not only their effects ench 
upon the other, but their offices and opera» 
tions are reciprocal, and in the cloſeſt man» 
ner conneQed, Hence, while ſome Pleaſures 
are peculiar to the animal nature, and in 
a high degree ſatisſactory to that nature 
yet, when indulged beyond the proper bounds, 
the ſoul inſtantly reverts, and claims her . 
portion, or denies her tribute, We muſt 
therefore, \in our Pleaſure, conſult our whole 
nature; and remember, that we are not ani- 
mals only, but rationals alſo; and not only 
rationals, but ſocial ; and not only ſocial, but 
immortal ; ordained to fill up certain offices 
in this life, and for the life to come ac- 
countable to a Being, who for all theſe things 
will bring us into judgment, 


That then, alone, is true Pleaſure, which 
wilt bear to be eſtimated according to this 
true ſtate of our nature; and for the Bound- 
aries of Pleaſure in the general, we may further, 
obſerve, ** That no Pleaſure can be true, or 
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e with propriety and wiſdom, which 
akes too large inroads on our time, our ſot⸗ 


tune, our health, our charakter or our duty. 


ns 
Oft all the depoſits i in the hands of men, 
Time is certainly one of the moſt precious: 
and upon the wiſe and right improvement oi 
it, much of your happineſs, and much of 


your ſucceſs too, in this life, depend. Ihe 


ſeaſon of youth is the great ſeaſon for, im- 
provement of every kind; and if you loſe. its 
important moments, you loſe not only the 
moments themſelves, but abſolutely preclude 
_ yourſelves from thoſe advantages, which you 
will never obtain in any other period. This, 
therefore, is a ſtrong argument to convince 
you of the criminality of all pleaſure, which 
makes you unthrifty and waſteful prodigals of 
that Time, which, once loſt, is redeemable 
no more; which, once loſt, the opportunity 
of improving in knowledge and virtue with- 
in that period, is alſo loſt, and probably loſt 


for ever! But, let it be obſerved, that this, 


though a reaſon peculiarly applicable to youth, 
is by no means the only one that renders. 
the Pleaſure criminal, which waſtes our time. 
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Conſider only the great end for which 
time is given vs; conſider the ſhortneſs of 
that time, at the beſt, and the fearful uncer- 
tainty of its continuance: Conſider the many 
great and important duties, which man hath 
to perform in this ſhort and uncertain period ; 
Conſider the-ineftimable prize, for which he 
is to improve this time, and the glorious 
eternity, which is to reward that improve- 
ment; and can you have a more convincing, 
a more affecting view, of the unworthineſs, of 
the baſeneſs, of the criminality of that Plea- 
ſure, which diffipates, in its wretched and 
unthinking round, the moments given us for. 
Wy 7-1 ſo importont. 


Pleaſure, again, becomes exceſſive and 
criminal, when it injures our Fortune, You 
(my young friends) are either born to an in- 
heritance, or ordained to procure your ſub- 
ſiſtence by your own induſtry : In the former 
caſe, your inheritance is as much a talent 
intruſted to you by God, as any other 
endowment of mind or body; and, if you 


would approve yourſelf. to Him, you are un- 
der the higheſt obligations ſo to employ your 
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fortune, as that it may ftand the ſcrutiny, 
when the inquiſition concerning it ſnall be 
brought into judgment. To this end, aftet 
the juſt and rational demands of your own 
ſtate and exigence are anſwer'd; after yd 
. family and dependents have their equitable 


ſupplies from you, you have no more right 


to ſquander away in profuſion what remains; 


than you would have to refuſe to your diſ- 


treſſed fellow-creatures, who wanted them 
eyes, or arms, or feet, if you had a number 
of them in your power to diſpoſe of, Whens;: 
ever therefore the purſuit of Pleaſure leads 
you to a diſſipation of your ſubſtance, that 
Pleaſure is highly criminal, as it leads you to 
the abuſe of a talent intruſted with you by 
God, and to the extreme injury of thoſe, 
whom that God hath made your brethren 5 
and hath given their wants and diſtrefſes a 


draft and demand, as it were, on your ſuper- 
fluities, 


I dwell not further on the criminality of 
that Pleaſure which injures your inheritance, 
as involving your mind in diſtreſs, as harming . 
your juſt creditors, as injuring in 8 peculiar- 
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manner, your poſterity, and thoſe: he haue 
a right to expect from you that pattimony, 
which you received from your progenitors. 
Let me only obſerve, that the arguments 
bold with double force, with reſpect to thoſe 
of you (my young friends) who are . ordained 
by God, to procure ſubſiſtence by your own 
induſtry.” Whatever you may think of it, 
you will not perhaps find this lot fo unhappy 
as it may ſeem. A comfortable inheritance 
derived from parents, when properly im- 
proved, is unqueſtionably a ſingular bleſſing z 
but it becomes as great a curſe, when, as 1s 
too often the caſe, it leads to the diflipations 
of falſe Pleaſure, and ſtops the ſprings of 
that Induſtry, which is the honour, and the 
happineſs of man; a virtue, no leſs adapted 
to the perfection of his moral nature, than to 
the improvement of his temporal eſtate. 
And, take it from me (my young friends) as 
a certain truth, that if, bleſſed with this 
patrimony of induſtry, you relax not from its 
rules; but vigorouſly and honeſtly purſue the 
duties of your ſtate; you will find, not only 
your fortune improved, but your mind ever 
in a ſtate of ſelf · poſſeſſion, which they know 
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enervating, ruinous idleneſs. But, in pro- 
portion as this induſtry is neceſſury to the 
gain and the improvement of fortune, that 
Pleaſure muſt be criminal in itſelf, and de- 
ſtructive to you, which, while it waſtes the 
ſubſtance ſpringing from your induſtry, neceſ- 

ſarily unnerves that induſtry itſelf, and thus 
doubly deſtroys you. For, let it at all times 
be remember'd, that the Pleaſure, . which. 
injures the fortune, is a many-headed mon- 


ſter, and cannot do the former, without 


devouring alſo the time and the induſtry 
ordained to procure or to preſerve that for 
tune. 


Shouſd it go further, and prejudice the 
Health alſo, you have another criterion that; 
it is falſe and ſinful: For, as the enjoyment” 
of health is one of the greateſt temporal. 
bleſſings, one which gives zeit and reliſh to all 
the reſt; ſo is a due attention to the preſet- 
vation of it one of the prime laws.of, nature i 
and conſequently, whatever tends, to deſtroy, 
it, is not only criminal. in, itſelf, but mult of. 
neceſſity defeat the end at which it aims. 
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For, it is 2 maxies, which requires no proof 


« That without health there can be No fab. 
ſtantial Pleaſure.” | 
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How many bettet evils, how many * 
ries and diſquietudes accompany the loſs of 
health, and ſurround the man whoſe conſti- 
tution hath been broken by indulgences in 
his youth, it would take up too much time 
even to enumerate. ' I dwell not therefore on 
theſe ; but remark further, that thoſe Plea- 
ſures, which fix a brand upon the Character, 
are ever to be ſhunn'd, as deceitful and 
deſtructive. Character, my young friends, is 

a jewel of ſuch ineſtimable price, that it can 
never be rated too high, or preferv'd too cau- 
tiouſly : It is a ſort of current coin, which 
enables a man to paſs through life eaſily and 
happily ; and it is a poſſeſſion which ſtamps a 
| value upon all you are and have beſide; info- 
much that confidence with men, and honour 
from them; are its natural and almoſt neceſ- 
ſary reſult, Nor is there any ſphere or 
ſation in life, however exalted, or however 
depreſſed, which renders character a matter of 
indifference, or can fink its worth, Eafily 
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then may you conceive, ho ruindas. thi 
Pleaſure muſt be, which mars the deavry'sf 


your fair reputation in youth, and renders 
either equivocal or deſpicable that Character, 
which is, or ought to be your beſt ** 
through the journey of life. 


Once more; that Pleaſure muſt be in a high 
degree criminal, which interferes with your 
Duty, civil or religious; which either prevents 
| you from diſcharging the proper offices of 


your ſtation in lite; which makes you a bad 


ſon, a bad brother, a bad friend, a bad 
neighbour, a bad ſervant, or a bad ſubject 
which renders your example pernicious and 
prejudicial to ſociety ; or, which incapacitates 


you for the right exerciſe of thoſe high duties 


to your God, which are no leſs indiſpenſable 


in their obligation, than they are fraught 


-with comfort in the performance. 


Theſe are points ſo univerſally allowed, and 
Jo ſelf-evident, that they can require" no 
proof; however, the inſtances I propoſe to 
give in the following diſcourſes, of thoſe Falfe 
Pleaſures which men fo greedily purſue, will 
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abundantly evinge/that they are no leſs inju- 
rious to time, to fortune, to health, to re- 
putation, than they are in every reſpect con- 
tradictory to, thoſe duties which we owe * 


God and our . 


There is one other 8 which ferves 
ſtrongly to charaQteriſe falſe Pleaſure; and 
that is, „ The raiſing and warming the. 
paſſions,” , Whatever Pleaſure is ſound to 
have this effect, though not abſolutely erimi - 
nal in itſelf, may juſtly be dreaded, as dan» 
gerous in its conſequences; and ought by 
all means to be ſhunned. on that account. 
But I ſhall refer what I have to ſay, more: 
concerning it to the next diſcourſe, hen I 
ſhall conſider it more eſpecially, as introduc»: 
tory to what I have to urge, concerning the 
gratification of the paſſions ; or, with regard 
to indulgence in thoſe Pleaſures, which are, 


merely ſenſual, 


You have however, my young friends, 
thus far, clear directions whereby to guide 
yourſelves; and if you are ſincerely deſirous 
to approve yourſelves before God and man, 


y 
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you will put a check upon your pleaſurable 
purſuits ; and examine yourſelves, with regard 
to thoſe purſuits, by the plain and intelligible 
marks which have been here laid down: Nor 
will you ever think yourſelves juſtified in any 
indulgence which is © inconſiſtent with the 
whole of your nature; which injures either 
your time or your health, your fortune or 
your character; or which incapacitates you 
in any degree, from performing the duties 
of indiſpenſable obligation to God and to 


Man. 


Think not that while your Pleaſures are 
under theſe reſtraints, you will be debarred 
from all ſatisfactions and amuſements ; think 
not that thus bound by the laws of reaſon and 
religion, you muſt for ever bid adieu to 
cheerfulneſs and delight: Believe me, you 
will find quite the contrary on experience; 
and I ſhall hope to point out to you in the 
ſequel ſuch a fund of true and ſubſtantial 
Pleaſure, as will not only infinitely counter- 
balance the loſs of all which vice in its 
gayeſt moments can boaſt, but ſuch as will 
ſhew you the emptineſs of all that boaſting ; 


5 
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and ſatleſy che nbäeſt; Tureſt 
bes de the" wen er oe Pheaflre, f 
tog ede tempfe bf perteteting Virtue. 
Yes, ny" young friends, Pleafure,” as under 
the guidance ef vittue, is man's greateſt 
good; '& Virtues the only unerring guide to 
true Pleaſure and to real happineſs. The 
plaineſt arguments of reaſon fully prove that 
it muſt be ſo; God hath fo conſtituted man, 
that he can arrive at happineſs no other way, 
and the bleſſed religion which He hath in- 
ſtituted with ſuch labour of love fully declares 
to us, that piety and goodneſs alone can 
either make us happy in ourſelves, or recom- 
mend us to the favour of our Redeemer : ,To 
come to him, is to come to LIFE: And with 
what reaſon, nature, God and revelation uni- 
formly declare, the experience of man, in all 
places and in all ages, combines its evidence; 
pronouncing with the wiſe King of Iſrael, of 
all merely animal and earthly purſuits, © That 
they are vanity and vexation of ſpirit ; and 
that to fear God and keep his command- 
ments, as it is the whole duty, ſo it is the 
unqueſtionable happineſs of man.” 
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You would nbt be vier ( try yoully friends) 
than the whole race of men who have gone 


before you; you would not act counter to 
reaſon, nature, Gop, and revelation ! Think, 
if you ſhould unhappily ſo act, how utterly 
without excuſe you will be befote men, before 
God | how bitterly, how grievouſly ſelf. oon 
demn'd in the end, and what keen reproaches 


you muſt feel in the ayful forum of impartial 
conſcience ! 
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Rijrice, O young man, is thy youth, and let thy 
heart choar thee in the days of thy youth 3 and 
wall in the ways of thy heart, and in the 
fight If tbine tyes <= But, know thou, that 
for all theſe things God will bring thee into 


Judgment, = 
T. has been advanced by ſome, „That 
Pleaſure is not only the great end, but 
the main. principle of human ations ; a 
polition, which, if Pleaſure be rightly un- 
derftood; may, doubtleſs, well be allow'd: 
For, there cannot be a higher teſtimony to the 
goodneſs and love of the great Author of our 
being, than the certain aſſurance we have, 
that in all bis diſpenſations towards us, he 
means our happineſs only; and defires us, 
with parental affeQion, to walk diligently in 
the way of duty, becauſe it is the ſure way to 
pleaſantneſs and peace. On the other hand, 

WH 
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nothing can be more falſe and deſtruQivg 
than this poſition, if Pleaſure be ill- under 
ſtood, and as ſuch immoderately purſued, 
It is of ſuch Pleaſure that Solomon ſpeaks in 
the text, and of which he pronounces from 
his own fatal experience; That the end of it 
in this life is Vanity; the Ty! in 15 


next, J udgment ! 


Willing, 42 my young 7 to 
guard you from the deluſions of the latter, to 
ſecure to you the happy and the full poſſeſſion 
of the former; I propoſed to conſider Plea- 
ſure in the general; and, to this end, the 
Nature, and the Boundaries of true Pleaſure 
were laid down in the laſt diſcourſe : where it 
was ſhewn, that no Pleaſure-can be true, or 
worthy of a wiſe man's purſuit, which is 
not agteeable to the whole of our nature, of 
which is not confiſtent with our moral and re» 
ligious obligations: particularly, if it inters 
feres with, or prejudices our time, our fors 
tune, our health, our character, or, in one 
word, any of the duties which we owe to 
God, our neighbour, or ourſelves: It is a 
Pleaſure- highly unworthy a rational being 

I | 1 
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and that which will moſt certainly defeat the 
end at which it aims, 


Let me e juſt 4400 further, that it is. ver) 
poſſible, the pleaſure may be extremely dan- 
gerous, and cautiouſly to be ſhunned, which 
is not immediately attended with any of the 
ill effe cds juſt enumerated ; for though it may 
injure us in none of theſe particulars, yet 
it may poflibly tend to, raiſe and inflame the 
paſſions z more eaſily kept in ſubjection, 
God knows, than reduced into obedience, 
when they have once riſen up in rebellion and 
r | 


There | is nothing to which a wile' « or 2 
good man will, and indeed muſt attend 
more, if he would preſerve the character of 
wiſdom and goodneſs, than the ſubjection of 
his paſſions; than the conſtant and ſteady 
government of his inferior appetites and 
defires : For he is well convinc'd how pre- 
dominant they are, if onee indulg'd, and how 
difficult to be reſtrained, if the reins of 
gratification are once thrown on their necks. 
Beſides, he will at all times conſider, that 
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Jeſus Chriſt, the great legiſlator of the heart, 
go much farther ; and eftimate, with iQ 
propriety of juſtice, the ſecret intention, ahl 
the inward defire, Conſequently, the mah 
anxious to approve himfelf before the tribu- 
nal of this ſoul-diſcerning Judge, will be nb 
leſs cautious to preſerve the purity, and Inte. 
grity of the heart, the abſolute and" ifftite 
government of the paſſions, than he wilf fo 
abſtain from the overt- act, and the criminal 
indulgence. * "181 175 20008 
es 

On this account, he will by no mens 
judge that Pleaſure innocent or lawful, which, 
however indifferent or harmleſs it may be to 
others, raiſes a tumult in his ſoul ; ſets on 
fire his paſſions, and endangers the peace and 
tranquillity of his future life, by the proba- 
bility it affords, that the tyrant appetites may 
dethrone and captivate the lawful monarch 
Reaſon, | a 
In this caſe, it is true, every perſon muſt 
in a great meaſure judge for himſelf; Natures, 


* Nn FF 
tempers,, and, diſpoſitions vary : The fleg- 
matic, the cold, and the dull may walk 
with ſafety, where the rapid, the warm, and 
the lively would fall into deſtrution, How- 
ever, as the paſſions of youth in general, are 
warm and inſlammable enough, it may be a 
caution well deſerying their ſerious attention, 
to ayoid all thoſe pleaſures which are likely 
to enkindle their paſſions ; well aſcertain'd 
that in their ſtate of life, ſuch Pleaſures muſt 
de peculiarly dangerous, when reaſon hath 
not yet attained its perfect ſtate, and the paſ- 
ſions are in full ſtrength and power; willing, 
as it were, to tyrannize the more, during 
the minority of Reaſon (heir Sovereign. . 


1 
An additional argument to enforce this 
caution, may be drawn from the meanneſs, 
and the misfortyne-of a ſubjection to the 
paſſions ; ; of a life ſpent in the mere grati- 
fications of ſenſe. This is an argument 
upon which I would expatiate a little; pro- 
poſing to ſhew, from various reaſons, how 
unworthy, how much beneath man's dignity 
and bis character, and how ſhort of the end 
at which he aims, is the indulgence in ſenſual 
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| Pleaſures.” To ſay that God has not anneved 
high ſatisſaction to the indulgence of the 
animal appetites, would be to contradict na- 
ture and fact: He has annex' d bigh ſatis- 
factions, and that for the wiſeſt and beſſi 
reaſons ; and it is a ſtriking inſtance: of his 
paternal care and goodneſs, that theſe ſatis- 
factions are always recciv'd in the higheſt 
degree, when, in ſubſerviency to their pra- 
per ends, the appetites are kept under dus 
dominion; Exceſs in any of them, naturally 
and neceſſarily defeating their purpoſe, and 
occaſioning pain and trouble, inſtead of _ 
gratification, 
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This is wiſely ordained by the great God of 
our being, as if it were to remind us of the 
dignity of our nature, and to call us to aſſert 
that dignity: For, certainly, the purſuit of 
thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, which are entirely 
animal, which belong to us in common with 
the animal world, which are defign'd merely 
to keep up and continue animal exiſtence, 
and in the enjoyment of which, the animals, 
probably, have very much the ſuperiority over 
man; Certainly, the purſuit of ſuch Pleas 


R UUN & 
ſures is infinitely beneath the character and 
the dignity of a creatures whoſe animal an 
inferior part is but the priſon of a divine and 
immortal ſdul; ordained to ſhare the inberi- 
tance of angels, while the body moulders in 
corruption; and returns: to its original ue" 1 
T7 WES + 1 
Lives there à man, wile would en 
give up th glorious birth right? To be, and 
to be eſteemed an animal only ?—All body 
and. no foul? Born to breathe out à ſhort 
miſerable exiſtence in this world, and then tq 
rot and be loſt for ever, amidſt worms and 
corruption? bet ſuch a man indulge his 
ſenſual appetites ; let him eat and drink, for 
to-mortow he dies! But you (my young 
friends) triumphant in the poſſeſſion of an 
immortal ſoul, labour continually to aſſert 
and maintain the dominion. of that : ſoul; 
Your high, your true dignity is, that you arg 
made in the image and ſimilitude of Gon; 
ſons of reaſon, of holineſs, of immortality: 
Yours are the glorious, the rational hopes of 
an eternity, 'gratified with all the bleflings of 
knowledge, purity, and love]! Can you then 
conceive a meaner or more deſpicable choice 


„ SERMAQN i 
than that, which. gives up theſe ineſtimable 


hopes, for the ſordid gratifications of appetite 


and ſenſe? Wretched Eſau |, what a figure 
does he make in the annals of time, a 
the eſtimate of wiſdom, who, for a miſerabl 
meſs of pottage, transferred the benefits « 
his birth-right to his brother Ye far n 

wretched Eſaus, who ſell yaur heavenly birth- 
right for the poor and paltry indulgences,of 
the fleſh ; ye thoughtleſs and unhappy men, 
who live merely to gratify thoſe appetites, in 
which your fellow · commoners of the plains ſa 
much excel you ! O think what you, will 
appear in the eſtimate of Eternal Wiſdom, ex- 
changing immortality and glory for ſenſe and 
ſorrow ! Enjoy the good things that are pre» 
ſent; fill yourſelves with coſtly wine and 
ointments xx let none of you go without, his 
part of your voluptuouſneſs ; for this is your 
portion, and this is your lot ® :—But know, 
that for all theſe things God will bring you 


into judgment, e tx 


| ta 
Indeed, there is almoſt no neceſſity for 2 
Ain judgment with reſpect to theſe ener 


9 Wil. ii, 79... 
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fo depend! J üfflefabte Urs they m them 
10 fraiight Ent poiſon and Mike "of © 
wit, to puni m and deſtroy Sl 
tl Thott, at the beſt, how tranſi 
paſſing is the moment of actual 96 F in 
be 1 gratification ; and how ſmall 2 A 
wet of time,—tomipared with that employ- 
25 in preparation, in planning and deviſing 
ſchemes of iniquitous voluptuoutheſs, and ini 
ſad And painful reflexions upon thoſe Kae, 
when completed enen to the utmoſt wiſh of 
e unhappy deviſer how ſmall a portion, 
npared with the paſt, and the future,” ro- 
mains,” 2 poor pittance for the actual indut- 
gence. Call to the bar of reaſon" and e- 
flection the epicure, the drunkard, or the 
libertite ; and let them, in the ſober moments 
of calm retroſpection, declare, how very ſmall 
à portion of time thoſe pleaſures have en- 
groſſ'd, which have engaged ſo much ſolliei- 
tode in purſuit, and which are attended with 
fo many and tedious diſtreſſes in conſequence: 
which, ſo far from refreſhing, cheering, and 
comforting the mind on review, will either 
bear no reflection at all, or obtrude refleQions 
of the moſt painful ſort, This is another ſtrik- 


; 


92 SERMON X. 


ing particular to.ſhew us the yanity, andthe 
evil of ſenſual Pleaſuresz they will not bear 
reflection And, when half the ſatisfaQion 
of human life conſiſts in reflection, pleaſing 
reflection on the paſt,—ſweet and ſ 
introducer of comfortable hopes and 
tions for the future; what vain and thought; 
leſs prodigals muſt they be, who purſue ſu 
Pleaſures, 2s will at once deſtroy the power 
of reflection on the paſt, and damp every. 
hope of delight from the future? „ doe 


reer 
But, the truth is, merely ſenſual Pleaſures 
have conſequences more affecting than theſe z 
and it would be well indeed, if their work, 
effect was, that they would bear no reflection 
Happy indeed would it be for the devotee 
to thoſe Pleaſures, if a total annihilation f 
thought could take place; if, after the ſhort,. 
the momentary indulgence, a perfect oblivion 
could ſhroud the foul deeds in eternal dark 
neſs l How alarmingaconſideration! for muſt 
not thoſe needs be worthy Pleaſures, whoſe 
utmoſt praiſe, whoſe utmoſt merit is, that to m 
be forgotten ſoon as enjoy d, would give to tc 
man the moſt ſubſtantial comfort n 


; 


In 
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But, alas l/ this negative felicity can never 
be all to the purſuits of paſſion, They 
cannot be forgotten; they will bear no chear- 
ing reflection, no retroſpect delightful to the 
human thought; but, they will force upon that 
thought a thouſand keen remonſtrances, ſuf- 
ficient to murder all repoſe, and mar-all the 
felicity which they have ſo fondly proffer'd to 
their deluded votaries. The reaſon is obvi- 
ous: God and nature have deſign'd that 
man's true Pleaſure ſhould proceed from his 
nobler part, the Soul; that ſoul is utterly 
paſſive at leaſt, in merely ſenſual indulgerices j 
it is the animal only, it is the earthly body, 
which predominates and directs in theſe, 
The foul, ſuperior in her views, fits ds a 
captive, indignant in her chains, refuſing her 
concutrence, and continually upbraiding het 
tyrant for the ſervitude ſhe ſuffers. Henee 
thoſe keen reflections, hence thoſe pangs of 
conſcience, that torment of the mind, which 
the guilty ſenſual ſuffer, and which every 
human creature muſt ſuffer, who would 
make his animal and inferior nature a flave 
to that godlike principle of reaſon and im- 
mortality which he has derived from God; 
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and which, properly improv d, will agyagcd 
him even to the throne of that God bimdelfs 
For he that overcometh, ſays the great in- 
ſpirer of our hopes, ſhall. fit. down wich me 
upon my throne z even as I alſo 
and am fect 2 e Father on his 


throne.” 95044 12h FIREARM - 
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11 re — wet to think-thay 
arguments are neceſſary to prove: the ;crimin 
nality, the abſurdity, the baſeneſs of merely 
ſenſual purſuits ; Alas l that the too general 
conduct of mankind ſhould prove thoſe argu: 
ments neither improper or unneceſlary, 
But if thoſe already urg'd are not ſufficiant, 
let us ſtill go further, and remark, that theſe 
Pleaſures, like the poor bodies which: aq 
the ſeat: of them, will not only periſh and 
leave us; but (which is a circumſtance of 
them peculiarly grievous) they are often 
found to leave the bodies themſelves even 
in this life ; it being nothing &ncommon ft 
the power of gratifying the ſenſual appetives 
utterly to be withdrawn, while, horrible 
curſe! the fierce and impotent an 
remains to torture and to puniſh | 


$ 


283818112 8 


IZB ETFTFZS S883. 


SERMON TMX 95 


i r = 
—— God; who hath fo Rp rar 
— that while the regular and allowed 
— of its i eee | 
never is known Te _— 

the unallow'd gratification 2 
— falls ſhort of its end, by 6 
— — evils and diſquietudes 

body and mind, but very frequently 
—— totally W 2 N | 
— 


the 
nal of all vitlable objects bene th 
— 
— r=" but the pad han 
hath run fo faſt — — 

4 — of thoſe Pleaſures, that 
— 'd, as it were, and left lagging 
— the enfeebled powers of his er 
3 and, burnt — 2 
dee, — — 
reſlection, on the ſenſualiſt once. — 


nds 
in the mite, of foul ind | iſet 
beaſusliſt which * once ways. TOR wy 
ad 20 hat + ot Wi 
Ob, my Jong friends, would you 
the horgors of ſuch a deſpicable ſtates lam 
early youth to keep. the rein upon youtdas 
ferior defires : Reſolve do give rcaſan ha u 
and firmly eſtabliſh; the dominion of 
over appetite and ſenſe, , For, though g 
| ſchrce to be conceived that there. can bea 
object more miſerable, than the man incapaei 
tated to gratify his paſſions, while. fill guts 
with the deſire to do ſo; yet, this miſery is 
frequently auy mented by many ſevere and 
aggravating circumſtances; Samt of chem, 
ariſing from the poignancy af that refleRiggy, 
and the ſcorpiop Rings of that conſciencey. 
which we ſpoke, of before z,. circumſtances, 
edg'd no doubt with a peculiar keenneſs. by. 
the juſt vengeance of heaven, in order to 
convince the man, ſo long à mere flat 0 
his body, that he has not a body enly:, 


Theſe torments prove faglingly that he hae 
Wenn 
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Bet, beſides" Whale, "even the body itlelf, 
that poor periſhing ſyſtem of clay, which he. 
hath ſo pamper'd, fed and nouriſh'd ; which 
he hath ſo indulged, with all the defires of its 
rindred brutes z that body, which he hath 
made the inftrument of all his unworthy 
purſuits and deſires; Even that very body, as 
if reverting againſt its abuſe, as if, in combi- 
nation with the foul, to teach man better wiſ- 
dom, and to affert the high prerogative of his 
nature; even that very body will, by ſevereſt 
diſeaſes and acuteſt pains, convict the man, 
that the unreſtrained gratification of ſenſual 
Pleaſures, was never deſign'd for him ; and 
that the certain conſequence of ſuch Plea- 
ſure is no lefs the debilitation and deſtrudtion 
of the animal, than it is theidifgrace, and 
wilt be the eue nnn of the Tattoaal 
nature} 


For, it has been . . 
p:eſumed, that the paſſions which men en- 
courage, and the principles which they have 
imbibed, and made the ruling ones of their 
lives, will not only continue with them in a 
ſtate of future exiſtence, but continue in that 

Vor. II. H 
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ſtate, if evil, to be their chief tormentors, 
For 'the foundation of hell is certainly laid 
even here, in men's own depraved diſpoſitions 
and habits: it is not to be ſuppoſed that u 
miraculous change ſhall be "wrought upon 
them at death: Such as they depart out of 
this world, ſuch muſt they enter into the 
next; And in this view, how eaſy is it to 
conceive the horrible, the inexpreſſible to 
ture men muſt ſuffer from the tyranny ail 
dominion of thoſe paſſions; which, for e 
incapable of gratification, muſt remaia lil 
vultures gnawing at the heart? © * 
w 13 32221 i/. £14538 

It may perhaps be ſaid, that this reaſonin 
holds with leſs force in regard to merely 
ſenſual appetites and paſſions, than 15 
other; for, as they owe their exiſtence td 
the body, fo with the death of that body ſt 
may be preſumed that they will alſo die and 
be done away : But this reaſoning will not 
hold, on many accounts, ſince the ſubjeQion.of 
the ſoul to the body, in the firſt place, tents 
greatly to ſenfualize the ſoul itſelf ;. to degrade 
its ideas, and to render it earthly, mean, and 
baſe ; fiance, again, na man. can fo purſue 


\ 
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merely animal propenſities, as not to engage, 
and at length totally to immerge and defile 
the ſoul with them; for ſo cloſe is the union 
of our natures, that however the one may 
awhile oppoſe the other, yet, ſo painful and 
diſlatisfaRory is the ſtruggle, that it will cery 
tainly at length ſubſide; and the naturg, 
whether animal or rational, to which we give 
the preference, will aſſuredly bring the other 
to a conſent and concurrency with it. Be- 
ſides, ſenſual Pleaſures, and the indulgence 
of the animal paſſions, have ſo natural and 
neceſſary a [tendency to abſorb every noble 
faculty and ſentiment in the ſoul, that it is 
eaſy to conceive the powers of that ſoul not 
only abſorb'd.ia brutiſh ſenſuality, but laſt MY 
once to every thing great and gogd, while 

every thing worthleſs and abominable ſprings | 
Ann uncultivated n as 


; Fab, uch is eee of man, that as 
the fludious and diligent culture even of one 
e 
reſt ; ſo, with reſpect to Vice, ſuffer but onę 
to mne luxuriant in the ſoul, 
end, like a-banoful-weed, it will ſhed its poi- 
H 2 
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only weeds: n to 
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© The truth is, you may jag vell expeRt the 
man of Religion and Virtue to;allow himſelf 


in the moſt vicious practices, as for the Sen- 
ſualiſt, the Slave to bis Paſſions, to cultivate 
Virtue in his heart ; or, while he indulges his 
appetites, to be improving his rational and 
divine nature: So that, to the other evils, 

tending the indulgence of the Paſſions, this 
may be added, that were not this jndulgence 
eriminal in itſelf, contrary to the laws, and 
moſt certainly ſubjecting us to the juſt judg- 
ment of our Redeemer, yet would it afſuredly 
ſubject us to that judgment; yet would « 
aſſuredly be criminal, and attended with the 


moſt fatal conſequences to our eternal wel- 


fare; in that it utterly precludes all moral 
improvement, and incapacitates for that puri- 
fication and holineſs of heart, without which, 
we are informed, no man ſhall ſee Gd! 


0 > 
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More than this need not be offered to con- 
vince you, my young friends, of the-meanneſs, 


K ung vw os D _ 


* ON * 165 


241 youtsb 2 1 * 243010 


422 


which muſt follow an indulgence) in Ginſual 
Pleaſures z Pleaſures, which belong to one 
part of your nature only, and that mower 
the loweſt; Pleaſures common to you w 

the animals, and perhaps (as they are animals 
only) ſuch as they enjoy much more than 
man, whoſe rational nature places him ſo far 
above theſe ſenſual ſordid gratifications, And 
yer, —what 'Þ reproach to reaſon Man even 
in theſe low and beſtial purſuits, runs riot in 
ſcandalous exceſs, unknown to the animals 
ee 


an * 


Bal further than this 4 made 
ſhort 4nd paſſing; bear no refleQion or re- 
view; ure accompanied with the ſevereſt re- 
proaches of mind, often with the acuteſt 
pains and torments of body; and the ſad 
total of the whole account at the end is, 
a ſoul alienated for ever from its God, and 
deſtined to paſs an eternity of deſpair amidſt 
all the horrors of ſelf-condemnation . 


| [® Se by ll mean th x nerv fe- 
in his Treatiſe on Old Age. Secd. 12, dc. Edit. Oliset. 
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Are not all theſe arguments ſufficient' 
raile,j in your ſouls (my young friends) a tho- 


rough indignation at, and a firm reſolve to 


guard againſt, the tyranny of thoſe ſenſudl 
paſſions, which will work ſuch woe, and bring 
down ſuch deſtruction upon their deluded and 
abandoned devotees ? | 
| You cannot have (@ little taſte for genuine 
Pleaſure, you cannot have ſo little ſentiment 
for true honour, you cannot have ſo little 


prudence for your own intereſts, your gwit 


moſt important intereſts in time and eternity, 
as to enſlave yourſelves to this vile tyranny 3 

as to degrade your rational and immortal 
l beneath that of the beaſts which periſh ; 
as to leave the food of angels, and to feed 
upon huſks with ſwine; as to deftfroy all 
your own precious hopes and expectations in 
this life, as to deſtroy all the fond hopes and 
expectations of thoſe who are folicitous fof 
your welfare, as to' deſtroy all thoſe hopes 
in future life, which are the peculiar preto- 
gative.and diſtinguiſhing glory of man: As, 
in ſhort, to live the life of animals on earth, 
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and. to become the companions of deyils | 
hereafter i And this, all this for the poor, 
paſſing, ruinous indulgence of appeti 
which, however they may ſparkle e n. 
in the end, bite like a ſerpent, and ſting 

an adder, 


Our next diſcourſes will verify thefe AP 
remarks; for we will give inſtances of ſome 
fenſual Pleaſures, which, however commonly 
purſued, will appear to be fatally produttive 


of every evil confequence we have here enu- 
merated. | 1273 


And when this ſhall be found to be the 685 
Jet me earneſtly intreat that you will Fg 
fully flore up theſe conſiderations in your 
minds: Man, in general, but youth in partt- 
cular, hath no enemy ſo great, as the enemy. 
within; the deprived and ſtrong paſſions | 
his fallen nature, Nor hath religion any. 
work more important, and perhaps more, 
difficult, than the duly regulating, and pro- 
perly governing thoſe paſhons, It will der- 
tainly tend to facilitate this important work, 
if you are juftly ſenſible of its difficulties, and 
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of che ,jmminent dangers, which! attendees 
negleQ ; and nothing can make yu mem 
ſenſible hereof, than a right knowledge and 
conſtant remembrance of the innumerable 
and deſtructive evils, which attend the in- 
dulgence of your paſſions 7 - 
Aussig er Tm. 
. Keep this ever in view, pry dare pro» 
nounce, that through the grace of God, 
will fail clear, (my young friends)\nonube 
ſhipwreck'd on thoſe rocks, where ſo mn 
of the hopeful and amiable have unhappily 
been loſt. And though the violent galez:of 
domineering paſſion may chance to blow you 
tranſverſe ;. though your veſſel maybe eudatty 
ger d, or even ſuffer ſomething in the fe 
yet fear not; A conſtant eye to your prinei- 
ples will guide you aright ;; nor will it be 
poſſible that reaſon and virtue ſhould ever 
totally ſink and be loſt in your hearts, if 
once clearly convinc'd, you ever retain a juſt 
and feeling remembrance of this truth; «4 Thae 
the paſſions, however good ſervants, are cruel 
and tyrannical lords z which never fail to keep 
their ſlaves in miſerable, painful and diftreſa» 


ful captivity, and in the end to plunge them 
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motſe and deſpiir.”* ah f16 gen 
ay bal, 20491 24d inst 


's eee, Haug inte 1.964 
-A Is. 6 i enn ui os! * 
1. The following pourtrait of vicious Plea- 
4 given by an ingenious writer, after the 
manner of Plato. Pleaſure, ſays he, is a 
beautiful /harlot-fittiog in her chariot; whoſe 
ſour wheels arc pride, gluttony, luſt ya 
idlenefs, | The two horſes are proſperity and 
abundance ; the two drivers are indolence and 
ſecurity : Her attendants and followers are 
guilt; grief, late repentance (if any) and often 
death and ruin. Many great men, many 
ſtrong men, many rich men, many hopeful 
men, and many young men have come to 
their end by her, but never any enjoyed full 
rr „e 


2. The . of the noble allegory 
fubjoin's is ſuch, as to afford - 
ſtand as am apology for its length; it was 
originally written by an old Author, named 
Prodicus, but recommended and embelliſhed 
by Socrates ; and has lately been honoured by 
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elegant tranſlations into Engliſh verſe: v, It 
is a deſeription of Virtue and Pleaſure making 
their court to Hercules, under the appearance 
of two beautiful women. When Hercules, 
ſays the venerable moraliſt, was in that part 
of his youth, in which it was natural for him 
to conſider what courſe of life he ought to 
purſue, he one day retired into a -deſarty\ 
where the ſilence and ſolitude of the place 
very much favoured his meditations, \Avhe' 
was muſing on his preſent condition, and very 
much perplexed in himſelf on the ſtate-of liſe 
he ſhould chooſe, he ſaw two women of 
larger ſtature than ordinary, approachiag 
towards him. One of them had a-very noble 
air, and graceful deportment; her beauty 
was natural and eafy, her perſon clean and 
unſpotted, her eyes caſt towards the ground 
with an agreeable reſerve; her motion and 
behaviour full of modeſty, and her raiment' 
White as ſnow; . The. other had a great deal 
of Health and Floridneſs in her countenancey' 
which ſhe had helped with an artificial” 
colouring, and endeavoured to appear more 
than ordinarily graceful in her mein, by 


® See Sermon 11th, part 2. at the beginning. 
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2 mixture of affeftation in all her geſtures, 
She had a wonderful confidence and aſſurance 
in ber looks, and all the variety of colours in 
proper to ſhew her complexion to an advan» 
tage. She caſt ber eyes upon herſelf, then 
turned them on thoſe who were preſent, to 
ke how they liked her, and often looked on 
the figure ſhe made in her own. ſhadow. 
Upon her nearer approach. to Hercules, the 
ſtepped before the other lady (who came fore 
ward with a regular compoſed carriage) and 
running up to him, accoſted him after the 
following manner: My dear Hercules, I 
find you are very much divided in your own 
thoughts upon the way of life that you ought 
to chooſe; Be my friend and follow me. 
I'll lead you into the poſſeſſion of pleaſure, 
and out of the reach of pain, and remove you 
from all the noiſe and diſquietude of buſineſs, 
The affairs either of war or peace ſhall have 
no power to diſturb you. Your whole em- 
ployment ſhall be to make your life eaſy, and 
to entertain every ſenſe with its proper grati · 
fication. Sumptuous tables, beds of roſes, 
clouds of perfumes, concerts of muſick, 


58 8 K K U N * 
crowds öf beähties, are all in 4 jt 
— you's Come along with me into * 
regitn of delights, this world of Pleafure, a 
did fate well for” ever to care, to pain, to 
buſitieſs.” Hercules, hearing the fair j 
viter talk after this manner, inverragied her 8 
momeht to inquire her name: To which 
anſwered, My friends, and thoſe who, are 
well acquainted with me, call me AIM. 
but my enemies, and thoſe who would injure 
my reputation, have given me the name of 
PLEASURE. "—By this time the other I; 
was come up, who addreſſed herſelf to the 
young hero in a very different manner. 
« Hercules, ſaid ſhe, I offer myſelf to you. 
becauſe I know you are deſcended from the 
gods, and give proofs of that deſcent by 
your love to virtue, .and application to the 
ſtudies proper for your age. This makes me 
hope you will gain both for yourſelf and me 
an immortal reputation. But before I invite 
you into my fociety and friendſhip, I will be 
open and fincere with y6u, and muſt lay 
down this as an eſtabliſhed truth, That therg 
is nothing truly valuable which can be pur- 
chaſed without pains or labour. The gods 
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have mig fake every real, and. noble 
Pleaſure, would gain the favour of 
the Deity, you Vaud be at the. pains of wor- 
ſhipping Him; if the friendſhip of good men, 
you muſt ſtudy to oblige them; if you would: 
be honoured by your country, you muſt take 
care to ſerve it: In ſhort, if you would be 
eminent in war or peace, you muſt become 
maſter of all the qualifications that can make 
you ſo. Theſe are. the only terms and con- 
ditions upon which 1 Can p propoſe happineſs,” 
Here (continyes the Ga the goddeſs. of | 
PLEASURE broke in pon the diſcourſe z;, 
« You ſee, Hergules, by ber her own canfeſion, 
that the way to her Pleaſuce is long, and dif- 
ficult; z whereas that which I propoſe is ſhork 
and y. — Alas !” returned the other. 
amiable figure (whoſe viſage glowed *. 7 a. 
paſſion made up of ſcorn and pity) ©, 

are the Pleaſures you propoſe l To — wa 
fore you are hungry; to drink before you are 
athirſt; to lleep before you are tired ʒ to gras 
tify appetites before they are xaiſed, and ta 
raiſe ſuch appetites ag nature never planted. l 
| You never heard the moſt delicious muſick, 
yh is, the praiſe. of one's ſelf; nog-ſaw 
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the moſt beautiful object, which is, the'work 
of one's own hands, Your vetaries paly'away 
their. youth in a dream of miſtaken Pleaſures, 
while they are hoarding up anguiſh, torment, 
and remorſe for old age. As for me, I um 
the friend of Gods, and of good men; an 
agreeable companion to the artiſan, © an 
houſhold guardian to the fathers of families, 
a patron and protector of ſervants, an aſſociate 
in all true and generous friendſhips. - The 
banquets of my votaries are never coſtly,” but 
always delicious; for none eat or drink at 
them who are not invited by hunger and 
thirſt: Their flumbers are ſound, and their 
waking hours are chearful. My young men 
have the pleaſure of hearing themſelves praifed 
by thoſe who are in years; and they'whs 
are in years of being honoured by thoſe whs 
are young. In a word, my followers are 
favoured by the gods, beloved by their ac» 
quaintunces, eſteemed by their country, andy 
after the cloſe of their labours honoured by 
poſterity, and received up into heaven. 
Here ſays the Mythologiſt, they ended : We 
know by the account we have of the life-of 
this memorable beroe in ancient ſtory, to 
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which of theſe two fair advocates-he gave up 
his heart. And, I believe every one who 
reads this will do him the juſtice to approve 
his choice of Virtue, in 004-0 pay eg 
n e nn r fort 


* There is not, lays Mr. Addifon, A 
common ſaying which has a better turn of 
ſenſe in it, than what we often hear in the 
mouths ofthe vulgar, . I hatcuſtom is a ſecond 
nature. Dr. Plot, in his hiſtory of Staſſord· 
ſhire, tells us of an Idiot, who chancing to 
live withia the ſound of a clock, and always 
amuſing himſelf with counting the hour of 
the day whenever it ſtruck, the clock being 
tinued to ſtrike and count the hour without 
the help of it, in the ſame manner as he had 
done when it was intire. Though I dare not 
vouch: for the truth of this ſtory, it is very 
certain that cuſtom has a mechanical effec 
very extraordinary influence on the mind, 
and a wonderful efficacy in- making every 
thing pleaſant to us. Tis very obſervable, 
for inſtance, bow pur delight in any particu» 
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ur ſtudy, 1 riſes and improves in 
proportion to the application which we beſtow 
upon it. Thus what was at firſt an exerciſe, 
becomes at length an entertainment; our em- 
ployments are changed into our diverſion: 
The mind grows fond of thoſe actions ſhe is 
accuſtomed to, and is drawn with rel 
from thoſe paths in which ſhe has. uſed to 
walk, Now, if we conſider atteptively this 
property of human nature, it may inſtruct 
us in very fine moralities. In particylar, I 
would recommend to every one that admirable 
precept, which Pythagoras is ſaid to have 
given to his diſciples, and which that Philoſo« 
pher muſt have drawn from the obſervation l 
have enlarged upon: Optimum vite genus 
eligito, nam conſuetudo faciet jucundiſſimum: 
« Pitch upon that courſe of life, which is 
the moſt excellent, and cuſtom will render it 
the moſt delightful.” Men whoſe circum- 
| ſtances will permit them to chooſe their own 
way of life, are inexcuſable if they do not 
purſue that which their judgment muſt tel} 
them is the moſt laudable, The voice of 
reaſon is more to be regarded than the bent 
of any preſent inclination, ſince by the rule 


Fr LK N * ry 
vearont "Widttaltich 2 Nl 
eue oer W Yer, Hough we in, never 
force vealdtf to comply with inclination. 
Tois obſerVstiöH thay alſo teach us to take 
pattitufar cure, when we are once ſettled in 
a agel cb of life, how we too frequently 
indulge" Gbffelves even in the moſt innocent 
diverfions'#td Entertainments; ſince the mind 
may inſenfibly fall off from the reliſh of 
virtuous ucklons, and by degrees exchange 
that pleaſufe which it takes in the performs 
ance of its duty, for delights of a much more 
inferior and unprofitable nature, Beſides 
this, every the moſt ſenſual and irreligious 
man may hence be taught to overlook thoſe. 
hardſhips and difficulties, which are apt to 
di him from the proſecution of a 
vittuous life. «The gods, ſaid Heſiod, have 
placed labour before virtue: The way 90 her 
is at firſt rough and difficult, but grows more 
ſmooth and eaſy the further you advance in 
it,” The. man who proceeds in it with. 
ſteadineſs and reſolution, will in a little time 
find that her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and that all her paths are peace: In ſhort,, 
tho practice of religion win not only be at- 
Vol. II. 4 
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tended with that pleaſure, which naturally 
accompanies thoſe actions to which we ar 
habituated, but alſo with thoſe ſupernumetary 
Joys of heart, which ariſe from the conſci- 
puſneſs of ſuch a pleaſure; from the fatis- 
faRion of acting up to the diQates of reaſon, 
and from the proſpect of an happy immor · 
tality.” See Spectator, N'. 447. 


4- A gentleman lately deceaſed, in a 
letter to his only fon, has this juſt idea of the 
ſubject. The Pleaſure, ſays he, of being 
good, will alone bear the teſt of the queſtion,” 
what is Pleaſyre ? “Every other temporary 
gratification, however beautiful, and in its 
appearance alluring, like the ſenſitive plant 
fades away at the approach of rational reflec- 
tion, and diſcovering its deceit, imbitters the 
recollection. Goodneſs is ever the ſame; 
ſubject to no change; lovely in its aſpect, 
charming in enjoyment, and at each review, 
with the moſt pleaſing complacency 2 
the remembrance.“ 


5. Dr. Young's is a noble idea of true, 
rational and Chriſtian Pleaſure, and muſt 
6 
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pleaſe the reader on a / ſubject of this eritieil 
importance: In his 8th Night he ſuys, 
«« Who can reſiſt her charms? Or ſhould, Lorenzo ! 
What mortals ſhall reſiſt, where angels yield? 
Pleaſure's the miftreſs-of ethereal powers; 
For her contend the rival Gbds above: 
Pleaſure's the miſtreſs of the world below, . 
And well it is for man; that pleaſure charms : 
How would all ſtagnate, but for pleaſure's ray! 
How would the frozen ſtream of action ceaſe l 
What is the pulſe of this ſo buſy world ?—- _ 
The love of pleaſure : That, through every vein 
Throws motion, warmth ; and ſhuts out death from 
life. 


And as her Empire wide, her praiſe is juſt. 
Patron of pleaſure ! doater on delight 
I am thy rival; pleaſure I profeſs ; 
Pleaſure, the purpoſe of my gloomy ſong. | 
Pleaſure, is nought but Virtue's gayer name; 
I wrong her fall, I rate her worth too low ; 
Virtue the root, and pleaſure is the flower. 
Brought forth by wiſdom,  nurs'd in diſcipline, 
By patience taught, by perſeverance crown'd, . 
She rears her head Majeſtic : Round her Went 
(Erefted in the boſom of the juſt,) 
Each virtue liſted, forms her manly goard. 
Great Legiſlator! Scarce ſo great, as kind!: 

I 2 


116 8 ER MON X. 


If men are rational, and love Delight, 
Thy gracious law but flatters human choice: 
In the tranſgreſſion lies the penalty 

And they the moſt indulge, Who moſt obey, 


Not to turn human brutal, but to build 
Divine on human, Pleaſure came from Heaven,” 
Pleaſure firſt ſuccours virtue; in return 
Virtue gives pleaſure an eternal reign. 

Glide then for ever, pleaſure's ſacred ſtream! 
Through Eden as Euphrates ran, it runs, | 
And foſters every growth of human life ; ” 
Makes a new Eden where it flows ;—but ſuch, 

As muſt be loſt, Lorenzo! by thy fall. 4, 


Her glorious ends, by kind, or by degree | 
When Pleaſure violates, tis then'a Vice, 
And vengeance too; it haſtens into Pain. 
From due refreſhment, life, health, reaſon, joy; 
From wild exceſs, pain, grief, diſtraction, death; 
Heav'ns juſtice this proclaims, and that his love. 
What greater evil can I wiſh my foe, 
Than his full draught of pleaſure, from a call 
Unbroach'd by juſt authority, ungaug'd | 
By temperance, by reaſon unreſin d: 
A thouſand Demons lurk within the Lee, 1 
Heav'n, others, and ourſclves ! uninjur'd theſe, 
Drink deep; the deeper then, the more divine. 
Angels are angels from indulgence there: 
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'Tis unrepenting pleaſure makes a God. 
But, without breathing, man as well might hope 
For life, as without piety for peace.“ 


6. Sir Matthew Hale, in his excellent. 
Contemplations, has the following remark. 
reſpecting temporal. delights, if deſtitute of 
true religion. They are trimmed up with. 
report and expectation; but in reality and in 
themſelves, they are like the apples of Sodom, 
beautiful to the eye, but when touched. 
vaniſhing into duſt. Solomon was certainly. 
the wiſeſt, and externally-happieft King that 
the world ever knew. He had the greateſt. 
opportunity that ever man had, to take a full 
eſtimate of the world in its choiceſt enjoy- 
ments, by reaſon of his wealth and peace, his 
power and intereſt, . He had a vaſt judgment 
and underſtanding of all things in nature, 
and could with exquiſite {kill and reliſh ſearch . 
into and attain all that was extremely good 
and deſirable in this world: And this he did, 
neither brutiſhly, as led thereto by ſenſuality, 
nor ſuperficially, or barely by ſpeculation . 
but he made it his buſineſs not only ſtrictly to 
inquire into it by his reaſon and judgment, 

13 
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but alſo really to experience and try the 
matter after which he thus fought. And at 


length what was the reſult ?—After having 
thus climb'd as it were to the ſummit of all 
worldly enjoyment, and beheld the reſt of 
mankind, as well as they were able, reach- 
ing and clambering towards this III 
temporal felicity, 

(— Dam monte potitus 

Spectat anhelantem dura ad faſtigia turbam) 
From this high mountain he beſpeaks man- 
kind in his critical Book of Eccleſiaſtes, as it 
were in this manner: „“ Ye children of men, 
T ſee you are full of great expectations of, 


and by means of worldly gratification; and 


you take much pains for the acquiſition of 
them. Liſten awhile to what I ſhall ſay, I 
have had the o;\portunities of making a full 
diſcovery of the beſt that this world can 
afford ; wealth, honour, pleaſures of every 
ſort and kind ; and ſuch opportunities as none 
of you ever had, or can expect, in order to 
the like diſcovery, I have denied myſelf in 
nothing that this world can adminiſter to give 
me content; I have had the moſt exquiſite 
taſte and enjoyment of all ;- and I have now 
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arrived at the very Faſtigium, the very higheſt 
point of this mountain of pleaſure and worldly 
fruition, But I find myſelf wholly deceived 
in what I expected: I looked indeed for as 
high gratification as you do ; but now, that I 
have taſted of every diſh, I find them all to be 
but vanity and vexation of ſpirit. Nay, I 
have not only been difappointed in what 
expected from them, but inſtead thereof, I 
have reaped} nothing but forrow, anxiety, 
vexation, You do therefore deceive your- 
ſelves in all the pains you take, while ye 
think that from theſe ſublunary enjoyments 
ye ſhall acquire happineſs, yea, or obtain real 
oratification in them. Be wiſe then, and 


take warning by me, the greateſt example 
that ever the world knew of this kind: 


give up theſe laborious, buſy and vain pur-' 
ſuits of yours; and take with you only this 
concluding leſſon of mine, which: I have 
learned by infallible experience ; ©* Fear God, 
and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.” | f 


7. How glorious à ſhare of true pleaſure 
muſt Pliny the younger have enjoyed, when, 
T $f} 


| 


1 
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having determined to gratifyghe publie wich 
5o, oco Livres, he charged his eſtate with 
30co per annum, and ordered the ſum to be 
employed for the ſubſiſtance of the poor af 
both ſexes; thus by his ſelf-denial, diffuſing 
joy through many a worthy heart | One of his 
friends, however, reproved him for ſo doing, 
obſerving how abſurd it was. to have thus 
ſtripped himſelf of his poſſeſſions, by the 
impoſing upon himſelf ſuch a law : To which 
he replied, And is it not right, to give the 
preference to public, rather than to private 
utility; to eternity rather than to time; and 
to take more care about the doing well, thaw” 
the poſſeſſing much ?” 


8. Apicius was a great epicure, according 
to the low and vulgar ſenſe of the word; but 
Apicius was not a Pliny; and yet Apicius 
had his pleaſures, He had eaten, it ſeems, 
of a certain fiſh at Minturna in Campania, 
where he was told, that the ſpecies was much” 
larger in Africa. Upon this he immediately: 
equips a veſſel, and ſets ſail for that coaſt, 
The navigation was difficult and dangerous; 
But what will not hunger do? Apicius is a man 
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of pleaſure, and apfietite every league he travels 
increaſes the neceſſity of gratification. When 
they arrived on the coaſt of Africa, ſeveral; 
fiſhing boats, already apprized of his voyage, 
came to him, and brought him ſume of the 
fiſhes in queſtion ; when, how great was his 
ſurprize and chagrin, to find that they were 
not at all bigger than thoſe of Minturna | 
Inſtantly therefore, without being touched- 
with the rational curioſity of ſeeing a country; 
he had never viſited beforez without any: 
regard to the prayers of the people in his- 
train, who wanted the refreſhments of the- 
ſhore ; Apicius ordered his pilots to return to- 
Italy, and thus ended his memorable adven- 
ture. 

9. It is with great ſatisfaction that we can 
quote the following, in honour of a living 


and exemplary character; and not unſuitably 


to the ſubjeR before us. Mr. Boſwell in bis 
account of General Paoli obſerves, that his 


notions of morality are high and refined ;. ſuch. 
as become the father of a nation. He told 


me, one day, that his father had brought 


him up with great ſtritneſs, and that he had 


122 SERMON X. 


very ſeldom deviated from the paths of virtue: 
That this was not from a defect of feeling and 


"paſſion; but that his mind being filled with | 


important objects, his paſſions were employed 
in more noble purfuits than thoſe of licenti- 
ous pleaſure.” I ſaw (continues the author) 
from Paoli's example, the great art of pre- 
ſerving young men of ſpirit from the conta- 


- gion of vice, in which there is often a ſpecies 


of fentiment, ingenuity and enterprize nearly 
allied to virtuous qualities. Shew a young 
man that there is more real ſpirit in virtue 
than in vice, and you have a ſurer hold of 
him during his years of impetuoſity and paſ- 
ſron, than by convincing his 3 of all 
the rectitude of ethicks. 


10. Deſcartes (ſays a pleaſant writer in-the 
Guardian) was the firſt who diſcovered a 
certain part of the brain, called by anatomiſts 
the Pineal Gland, to: be the immediate re- 
ceptacle of the ſoul, where ſhe is affected 
with all ſorts of perceptions, and exerts all 
her operations by the intercourſe of the 
animal ſpirits, which run through the nerves 
that are thence extended to all parts of the 
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body. On the ſtrength of this Hypotheſis the 
writer ( aſſuming the character of an invifible 
inveſtigator of the mind) founds the follow- 
ing ingenious and important remarks, whoſe 
moral is ftrikingly obvious and worthy of 
attention. I one day, fays he, entered into 
the Pineal Gland of a certain perſon, who 
ſeemed very fit to give me an inſight into all 
that, which conftitutes the happineſs of him 
who is called A man of Pleaſure,” ButT 
found myfelf not a lietle difappointed'in my 
notions of the pleaſures which attend a volup- 
tuary, who has fhaken off the reſtraints of 
reaſon. ' His Intellectuals, I obſerved, were 
grown unſerviceable by too little uſe, and his 
Senſes were decayed and worn out by too 
much. That perſect inaction of the higher 
powers prevented appetite, in prompting him 
to ſenſual gratifications, and the outrunning 
of natural appetite produced a loathing inſtead 
of a Pleaſure, I there beheld the intempe- 
rate cravings of youth without the enjoy- 
ments of it, and the weakneſs of old age, 
without its tranquillity, When the paſſions 
were teized and arouſed by ſome powerful 
object, the effect was, not to delight or 
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ſooth the mind, but to torture it between the: 
returning extremes of appetite and ſatiety, I. 
ſaw the wreich racked, at the ſame time,, 
with a painful remembrance of paſt miſcar- 
riages, a diſtaſte of the preſent objects that 
ſollicit his ſenſes, aud a ſecret dread of 
futurity ; and I could fee no manner of te- 
lief or comfort in the ſoul of this miſerable, 
man, but what conſiſted in preventing his, 
cure by inflaming his paſſions, and ſuppreſſing 
his reaſon, But though it muſt be owned, 
he had almoſt quenched that light which his 
Creator had ſet up in his ſoul ; yet, in ſpight. 
of all his efforts, I obſerved at certain ſeaſons. 
frequent flaſhes of Remorſe ſtrike through the. 
gloom, and interrupt that ſatisfaction he en 


Joyed in hiding his own deformities from, 
himſelf,” See Guardian, Ne. 35. 


SERMON XI. 
On Impurity. | 
PART I. 

PROVERBS vii. 24, &e. 


Hearken now therefore wnto me, O ye children, 
and attend to the words of my' mouth, Let 
not thine heart decline to her ways ; go not 
aſtray in her paths: For ſhe hath caft down 
many wounded ; yea, many flirong men baue 
been flain by ber. Her houſe is the way to 
bell, going down to the chambers f death. | 


ICERO has well obſerv'd, cc That 
there is not a more pernicious evil to 
Man, than the luſt of ſenſual pleaſure ; ; the 
fertile ſource of every deteſtable crime, and the 
peculiar enemy of the divine and immortal 
ſoul ®.” his remark was fully verified in the 
laſt diſcourſ., wherein the baſeneſs and crimi- 
nality of ſenſual pleaſures were ſhewn at 
large; where they were proved n6t only to be 
Nullam copitaliorem peſtem, quam corporis voluptatem, 
hominibus a natura datem: Hine patrie proditic nes, &cs 
c. — See de Senectute, and the laſt Diſcourſe, p. 98. 
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unworthy à man, but deſtructive even of the 
end at which they aim; in that they are 
merely animal, common to us with the beaſts 
that periſh; in that they are of ſhort conti- 
nuancg, cloy upon repetitivn, bear no re- 
flection, and bring no ſatisfation- to the 
thinking mind ; but on the contrary, ſting 
that mind with ſevereſt pangs, while aMiQing 
the body with terrible diſeaſe ; and while de- 
priving of the beſt joys, and moſt genuine 
_ pleaſures of this life, incapacitating the im- 


mortal ſoul for any of the pure and refined. 


joys of that which is to come. 


This is true of all ſenſual Pleaſures im- 


moderately purſued, and gratified beyond the 


demands of reaſon and of nature. For 
full proof hereof, let us call to the bar of 
examination, Firſt, the Pleaſures of Impy- 
RITY,” and then thoſe of INTEMPERANCE:” 
Let us develop their boaſted claims, drag 
them to the full light of impartial truth, and 
ſhew, that hat has been obſery'd of ſenſual 
Pleaſures in the general, belongs to each of 
them with a ſtrong and peculiar propriety. 


— — 
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Solomon here again * leads us the way ; 
and in that chapter of his admirable and in- 
ſtructive Proverbs, whence the text is taken, 
deſcribes in a beautiful and affecting manner, 
« A young man void of underſtanding,” as 
all young men, in ſuch circumſtances, may 
well be judged: A young man, deluded, 
captivated and undone, by the fair ſpeeches 
and flattering Hypocriſy of the ſubtile and 
pernicious Hatlot. His painting is excellent; 
« I beheld, ſays he, among the youths, a 
young man void of underſtanding, paſſing 
through the ſtreets, near her corner; and he 
went the way to her houſe; in the twilight, 
in the evening, in the black and dark night, 
And behold there met bim a woman, with 
the attire of an Harlot, and ſubtile of heart: 
She is loud and ſtubbarn : Her feet abide not 
in her houſe: Now is ſhe without; now in 
the ſtreets, and lieth in wait at every corner : 
With her much fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed this 
ſimple one to yield; with the flattering of her 
lips ſhe forced him: He goeth after her im- 
mediately, as an ox goeth to the ſlaughter, 


* See the text of the foregoing Sermon. 
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or 1s à fool ts the correctioh of the Rods: 
Till a dart ſtrike through Mis liver! As 
bird haſteth to the ſnare; and knoweth nöt 
that it is for his life.“ unge 


* ra 


Having thus painted in ſtrong and lively 
colours the affecting truth, the wiſe man 
addreſſes himſelf to Vouth in general; and 
I could wiſh, my young friends, to beſpeak 


you in his perſuaſive and, inſtructive words, 


which I propoſe to make the foundation of 
what I ſhall deliver to you on this ſubſet; 
Nice and delicate, I well know in itſelf, and 
demanding much prudence and caution in the 
diſcuſſion ; but at the ſame time peculiarly 
needful, and never more ſo, than at a period, 
when the Vice of “ Impurity” is ſpoken of 
with levity and ſmiles; and ſcarce deemed 
ſinful, though it be in truth moſt abomina- 
ble to God, moſt injurious to ſociety, and 
moſt deſtructive of perſonal comfort and ſatiy- 
faQion, 


With a view therefore to your preſervation 
from its ruinous conſequences, with a'view to 
your purity and peace, Hearken unto me, 
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nov. O ye children, and attend to the words 
of my mouth“ while, with the, ſineereſt 


purpaſe to keep you from thence, I point out 
to you the miſchiefs and the iſeries of Her 


houſe” the ſubtle Harlot, Impurity ; her 
bouſe, which “ is the way to hell, going 
| down to che chamber of death.” | 


I ſaid the © miſchiefs,” and the miſeries” 
of her houſe: And can that be worthy to be 
purſued as a pleaſure, as the chief and ruling 
pleaſure af our lives, which will certainly 
repay our purſuit with miſchiefs, and. with 
miſerige Vet ſych, my young friends, ſuch 
unqueſtionably and invariably are the wretghed 
wages, which the ſervants of Wwe 46 


celves 


I, In full proof hereof, conſider Fiaſt, how 
contradictory this vice is to the great laws of 
Nature and of Reaſon, of Society and ed 


gion, 


(10 It is in immediate 8 
firſt law of our Nature,” which.enjojns the 
due nee 0pt. and ſubjeQian, of our in- 

Vor. II. 


ferior appetites and paſſions to the fuperlör 
and ruling principle of the foul ; that prinei- 
ple, which diſtinguiſhes man from the animal 
creation; and which, as it is our nobleſt 


prerogative, ſo is it our higheſt duty, and 


our beſt happineſs to cultivate and improve, 
What then can be ſo degrading to our nature, 
ſo contrary to the great purpoſe of our crea« 
tion, as to reverſe this firſt and important law, 


by giving the reins of dominion to an inferior 


and merely animal appetite, implanted in us, 
as a ſlave, to ſerve the purpoſes of our tempo- 
ral exiſtence; but then to ceaſe for ever? 
An appetite, which, however well and wiſely 
calculated by the great author of our being, 
for the ends of this life, is an appetite: wholly 
of ſenſe, with which, abſtractedly conſidered, 
the mind has no concern; but which, if in- 
dulged beyond the due bounds, tends above 
every ſenſual gratification to darken that mind, 
and to abſorb all its nobleſt faculties ; for 
« Wine and women take away the heart;” 
What then can be fo contradictory to our 
nature, as to ſuffer a paſſion like this to 
uſurp the dominion; as to ſink ourſelves 
down to a level with, nay, and even beneath 
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the animal world; when, by a due improve- 
ment of that godlike principle, thus degraded, 
we might, riſe to 2 rank in the intelligent 
creation, equal perhaps, if not ſuperior to 
that of angels! | 1 oe on 
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(2.) — thus degrading our Nature, 
no leſs oppoſes the laws of Reaſon ;”” whoſe 
peculiat office it is to direct our conduct and 
form our manners, in ſuch a way, as becomes 
the rank and ſation we bear in the univerſe, 
And while we boaſt of that reaſon, what 
petverſeneſs and folly is it to indulge a vice, 
and purſue a conduct, which is at once moſt 
oppolite to, and moſt derogatory from the 
honour and the dictates of reaſon? And can 
any thing be more ſo than the unreſtrain'd 
gratification of impure deſires, with which 
reaſon is ſo far from concurring, that men are 
obliged to lull its keen remonſtrances in the 
tumult of paſſion, and the hurry of ſenſual 
purſuits! Spite of all which, in full proof of 
its prevalence and power, it will often, in a 
| filent moment be heard: with ſevere tru.h it 
will upbraid, if not convince the man of the 
7 utter contrariety of his conduct to the great 
K 2 
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Yiws und purpdles of his exiſtente im fle 
world. Hence it is, that Solomon, with fs 
much juſtice calls all thoſe Simple ones? 
and“ Void of underſtanding, who fuſſer 
themſelves to be deluded and undone by the 
flattering inticements of the harlot Impurity. 


: 
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(3.) And, in futther teſtimony of their want 
of underſtanding, or at leaſt of their aQing 
in direct oppofitton to its dictates, let ſuck 
conſider again, that the Vices of Imputity 


are in immediate contradiction to the laws of 


« Society z” thoſe univerſal fas of Juſtice, 
honour and virtue, upon which all ſociety is 
founded, and upon the due obſervation where · 
of the happineſs and the permanence of that 
ſociety depends. Nothing, it is certain, con- 
quces more to corrupt the morals and deprave 


the minds of youth, than the unreſtrained 


gratification of impure and luſtful deſires: 
Nothing conduces more to ſpread a general 
corruption of manners; nothing more affes 


and harms the neareſt and deareſt intereſts oſ 
men; nothing introduces greater or more 
diſtreſsful injuries; and nothing is à greater 


prejudice or diſcouragement to juſt and ho- 
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nqurable. marriage; that ſtate of higheſt 
felicity, orfained by God him(alf;  produftive 
of the wyeſt:and maſt ſubſtantial: damſbns 
to the human race, and the only ſure. and 
infallible ſource of population]! Cena ay 
thing then be conceived mote -perpicious 
and deſtructive to © Society” than a Vice, 
which is pregnant with ſo many evils.; and 
which, conſidered in whateyer view, is con- 
trary to all its intereſts, e Hrs 
its 0 re ev | 


(4) The laws of Nature, of Reaſon, of 
Society (calculated, in every reſpect, to pro- 
duce and to ſecure the happineſs of man) are 
but tranſcripts, if I may ſo ſay, of the. Di- 
vine Laws; which, communicated to us by 
reaſon and revelation, give us the faireſt ideas 
of His bright perfections, who is the God, 
the father, and the benefactor of the human 
race; and who pever preſcribed or enjoined 
one precept, but with a gracious view to the 
Good, the prefent and eternal good of his 
creatures. Hence all his injunQions in the 
divine revelation which he hath made of his 
will, with uniform beauty and excellence, 

K 3 
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nature; to inform him of its original dignit) 
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tend to inſtruct man in the true Rate of bi 


and unhappy fall; and particularly of j 
capability to aſſert again, through the mercies 
of Chriſt, all the privileges and the bleſſing: 


of that native dignity, Called hereto 'by 


every moſt powerful and perſuaſive motive, 
man 1s informed that his triumph is ſure, and 
his reward ineſtimable, if, ſuperior to ſenſe 
and to appetite, he improves the godlike 
principle of reaſon and virtue within him, 
and purifies himſelf, even as his God, his 
great pattern and exemplar, is pure. Hence, 
when the divine Redeemer deliver'd his in- 
ſtructive ſermon on the mount, one amongſt 


the firſt of his bleſſed aphoriſms was, Happy 


are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God !” 
Sec him now, on the elevated height of a con- 
templative mind, defecated from all the de- 
filements of ſin, and of ſenſe ; ſee him here- 
after, in the pure viſion of perfect intellectual 
Pleaſure. And, in conformity with this 


beuatitude, we find our Lord not only diſ- 
countenancing and diſcommending every ex- 


ternal act of Impurity and Concupiſcence z 


SZ RM N 
but even levelling his heart: ſearching 

againſt that concupiſcence itſelf; aſſuring 
mankind, that i in the eſtimate of al diſcern- 


ing wiſdom, the impure intention, if che- 


riſhed in the heart, would as certainly con- 
ſtitute guilt, as the i impure act and perpetra- 
tion itſelf: $6 Wen looketh upon a 
woman, to. luſt after —with this view 


and deſign—** hath Naa committed Im- 


purity with her in his heart“ .“ 


No further proof need be brought, to ſhew 
how contradictory to the law of God is the 
practice of Impurity. Indeed, it is ſo utterly 
and diametrically oppoſite to the whole ſpirit 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, that whoever 
lives in the gratification of impure deſires, 
muſt of neceſſity give up all hopes from the 


mercy of that Redeemer, the great buſineſs 


of whoſe life and death it was to redeem and 
purify his people from all iniquity, and to 
perfect them in holineſs; that they might be 
fit to enjoy that kingdom. * where nothing 


2 dehling can ever enter,” 


GI 
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There are, howevef, ont or two conß der 
ations peculiar to the: Chriſtiari Religion, 
which ought never to be omitted on this fub- 
JE, as they are no le ſs ſofcibit in themſelves, 
than they are adapted to work upbn every 


thinking and ingenuots mid; and theſe | 


are drawn from the © Inhabitation of, God's 
Holy Spirit in the bodies of believers, a8 big 
temples ;” and * from their being incorpo · 
rated by faith, as living members, into the 
pure and immaculate body of Jeſus Chriſt 
St. Paul urges them both in the fixth chapter 
of his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians. Con- 
cerning the latter he ſpeaks thus, reaſoning 
againſt every ſpecies and degree of Impurity; 
« Know ye not that your bodies are the 
members of Chriſt ?— Shall I then take the 
members of Chriſt, and make them the mem - 
bers of an Harlot ?—" Shall I, when enjoy- 
ing the higheſt and moſt honourable privileges 
that a human creature can enjoy, incorpo- 
rated by faith into Chriſt, and made by bap- 


tiſm a member of his pure and þprecicus: 


body; ſball I, in.contempt of that privilege, 
in vile abuſe of thy Saviour, and to the utter 


diſgrace and ruin of myſelf; ſhall | be ſo weak; 
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and ſo wicked, as to indulge a mean, momen- 
tary, uebaſing and merely ſenſual uppotite 
gt. Paal dielaims the thought with an in- 
dignant God forbid ' And may that God 
grant that we may all be enabled, with equal 
incßghation, forever to diſclaim it]! But, be 
goes further, to mark in the ſtrongeſt eolburs 
pollible, cho opprobrium, and the extreme 
hnfulnefs of this Vice: „What, nom ye 
not (ſays he) that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt which is in you;—which-ye 
have of God; and ye ate not your o-] Z ðꝓ 
for ye are bought with a price, &. Can 
you then be ſo ſenſeleſs, and fo deſperate in 
your guilt, as to defile and deſecrate this holy 
temple, honoured with ſo divine and ſo pure 
an inhabitant? To deſecrate ft by the gratifi- 
cation of luſts, which ate unworthy of your 
character, and common to you with the 
loweſt of the herd; which degrade your 
nature, darken your reaſon, pollute -your 
ſoul; deſtroy your peace, and alichate you 
from a God of purity for ever f- Oh, my 
young friends, ever bear in mind that, con- 
ſectated as you are to the ſervice of Chriſt, 
that beſt of maſters; dedicated to himz when 
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tho croſs was marked upon your innocent an 
infant brows z- ever bear in mind the bigh 
obligations under which your baptiſmal cove- 
nant lays you; ever remember the ineſtimable 
privileges of that covenant, whereby you are 
made «+ Members of Chriſt, children 'of God, 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven “ herge- 
by the inhabitation of the bleſſed ſpirit. is 
promiſed and ſecured to you; and let no 
temptations of defiling paſſion allure you g0 
renounce theſe privileges, the noble chartee 
of your birth, and the firm foundation of all 
your future hopes and happineſs | Well con- 
ſider, what the gratification of youthful luſts 
and deſires can beſtow, adequate to the loſs, 


to the miſery which it will aſſuredly occaſion : | 


and while a juſt ſenſe of what you are through 
Chriſt ; while a juſt gratitude for all the un- 


| ſpeakable bleſſings and bonours ariſing from | 


your union with him; while an ingenuous 
ſhame leſt you ſhould forfeit or diſgrace 
that union; and while a lively and generous 
ardour to improve and walk worthy of it; 
while theſe conſiderations influence, animate 
and direct you, Take a view with me farther, 
of the miſchiefs and the miſeriesꝰ which in- 
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fallibly atiſe from the practiee of Impurity; 
take 4 view of its neceſſary und natural 
ill · conſequences, as well uo "others . 60 
yourſelf,  - Tt Sore mm! 15913 4 3:4 


'S NY * 10 4 


Jaws of God or of 'n man 
are ſounded in faney or eaprice: It is not to 
be ſuppoſed that the all-wiſe and all-bourite- 
ous Father of mankind*would' ever impoſe'a 
precept upon his creatures, with a view to 
command or to prohibit aught that was un- 
eſſential to their real well · being. Conſum- 
mate in felieity as in glory, our God has not, 
cannot de ſuppoſed to have; any end either in 
creating or governing us, but the great; the 
'behevolent end of our bappineſs; and conſe- 
quently, we may be aſſured that whatever he 
prohibits with paternal care and love; is de- 
ſtructiye of that happineſs.” And like the laws 
of God, ' thoſe of ſociety alſo, founded on 
the baſis of right reaſon and the mutual 
advantage of mankind, are and ever ought to 
be highly reſpectable in our fight, as their 
obſervance tends not only to our own, but to 
"Bs general peace and n 4 
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Having therefore ſeen how contradidoeyu 
theſe laws the practice of Imputity is, ve will 
enter a little into the ſpirit and the reaſon of 
them, and ſhew that they prohibit, wir ſtxict 
ſeverity, this vice, becauſe it is no leſs injuri- 
ous to our neighbour, then-it is in every re- 
ſpeR injurious to ourſelves. But copious, as 
this topic is, and not poſſibly to be tested ef 
as-it ought ia what remains of the preſent dif- 
courſe, I will poſtpane it to the next: When 


If it ſhe]! fully appear, as I perſuade myſelf it 


will;,—that the unbridled and unlawful grati- 
fication of impure and unchaſte deſires is pre- 
judicial to ſociety in the higheſt degree, in- 
flicts the ſevereſt injuries, and brings the moſt 
complicated miſeries upon our. fellow-crea-' 
tures; while at the ſame time it is in a pecu · 
liar manner deſtructive of perſonal peace and 


 ſatisfation 3 ruinous to the ſoul, the body, 


the reputation, the fortune: If theſe evils 
ſhall appear to. be 'the natural and almoſt: 
neceſſary conſequences of this foul and per- 
nicious Vice; certainly, my young friends, 
ſhall not need many arguments to diſſuade 
you from the practice and the purſuit of 
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Ian defer ebferedd ts __ 241 can- 
not repeat the obſervation too often, ho- 
much and how fatally men are apt to deceive 
both themfelves and others, by falſe names, 
and palliating appellations ; whereby Vice is 
taught to aſſume a fpecious garb,” aud under 
that garb often gains admiſſion, where, in her 
own native and deformed appearance, ſhe 
would be ſeen with deteſtation, and rejected 
with horror, Tis peculiarly the cafe with 
reſpect to the deſtructive crime we would 
develope and decty, becauſe fully aſcer- 
tained, my young friends, of its malignant 
and fatal influence to all your beſt and moſt 
important intereſts. Mark how, to palliate 
its guilt - mark how, to hide its foul defor - 
mity, the ſubtle enemy of ſouls not only 
induces its abandoned votaries to treat it with 
the moſt unſeemly and unbecoming lightneſs, 
and to ſpeak of it even with all the boaſting 
of deteſtable indeceney; but to call by the 
very name of MEN or PLEASURE,” thoſe 

® Sermon on RiDICuLr, p. 43. 
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miſerable profligates, who are in every reſpe 
as undeſerving of the name, as they are igne- 
rant of the nature of true Pleaſure. Meg, 
who unreſtrain'd by principle, uncontrolled 
by law human or divine, make no. ſcruple gf 
breaking through, the moſt ſacred ties, the 
moſt ſolemn obligations; heſitate not to 
wound with the keeneſt anguiſh, and to in- 
jute in the moſt irreparable manner, ſo they 
can but gratify, thoſe foul luſts and, impure 
deſires, which they dignify with the name of 
Pleaſures. Oh my young friends, God forbid 
that, captivated by the ſpecious name, you 
ſhould ever commence ** Men of Pleaſure,” 
to the degradation of your nature, the diſ- 
grace of your reaſon, the deſtruction of your 
preſent and eternal peace God forbid that 
you ſhould ever act by ſo low a principle, a8 
mere ſenſe and appetite! and ſo far forget 
the dignity, the true honour, and great de- 
ſign of your preſent exiſtence, as to ſuppoſe it 
poſſible that man can either attain true plea- 
ſure or true glory by acting inconſiſtently 
with the laws of nature and of God Be 
aſſured, whatever the libertine may boaſt, 
whatever the ſons of ſenſe and of paſſion 
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may date to avow, that purſuits like "theirs 
can never be attended with the leaſt folid ſatis- 
faction, can never bring real Pleaſure to 
rational and refleding Man; — can never ad- 
vance his true happineſs in this life, and much 
leſs in the next: Becauſe (and reaſon alone 
is ſufficient to convince and ſatisſy every in- 
telligent mind) becauſe thoſe purſuits ate in 
dire& contradiction to his Nature, to Reaſon, 
to the laws of man, and to the laws of 


| God. . 


And ſurely, were it not poſſible or eaſy to 
trace out and fully diſcover the reaſon of thoſe 
laws, and the ſolid and wiſe foundation on 
which they are laid; ſurely, my young 


friends, it would diſcover no ſmall ſhare of 


ſelf-ſufficiency and arrogance, to imagine that 
by a conduct diametrically oppoſite to all 
theſe, we could attain ſatisfaction and peace. 


* The ſuppoſition implies an idea of wiſdom 


ſuperior to that, not only of the wiſeſt law- 


givers before us, but even of the great God 
| himſelf. Vet, fully to trace out, and to ſhew 
in the ſtrongeſt colours, the inexpreflible 


folly and weakneſs of the ſenſual and impure 
3 


14 SEO Bl: 
of. che Men. of Vicalures” (een d 
e ht text» Men waig a 
underſtaading a:) Tbeſe men.contioually pron 
claim by their — copdut this .glating. 
abſurdity : and. profeſs themſchves in deeds if 
nat in worde, wiſer. than the God who made, 
them; wiſer than all the miſe of every age 
nay, wiſer even than Nature and Reaſon them- 
ſelves l And ſhall theſe be denominated. by a 
term of honourable import ? - Rather call 
them by their true appellation, Slaves al, 
ſenſe, ſlaves of fin, and of ſorrow; enemies 
10 God, to theyaſelves, and to ſociety I. Men, 
who plunge their own ſouls, and bodies, 3 
well as thoſe of their deludeqd fellpw-creatures, 
into the bittereſt diſtreſs and horror | thoſe 
fellow: creatures, who, ſeduced by their in- 

ſidious arts, deſpoiled of innocence and repu- 

tation, are at length introduced into a,made 
ol life, ſhocking to human nature in, general, 
but to the female nature doubtleſs moſt pequ- 
Farly ſhocking And then, as if in hartid 
mockery of their ruin and their, woe, theſe 
poor abandoned wretches, vidtims of unte- 
. lenting luſt, are like their ſeducers, branded 
with the name of Pleaſure alſo! ?“. Ww 
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Pleafure!” Oh ſhame to language and to 
ſenſe! Call them too by their jull appellation, 
« Women of infamy and of woe miſerable 
fallen women; robbed of all which adorns 
and dignifies the ſex; the moſt pitiable, as 
the moſt diſtreſsful, of all our finful and ſuffer- 
ing fellow-creatures !” % F Y | 17 

No, my young friends 3 v have, and 
will, Ltruſt, retain too much ingenuity and 
generous delieacy of foul, to ſport with the 
miſeries of poor profligates like theſe ; or to 
ſuppoſe that they, whoſe hearts are almoſt 
burſting with anguiſh and diſtreſs, can ad- 
miniſter the bleſſed cup of full and real de- 
light to the bearts of others! Tis as impol- 
ſible, as for night and darkneſs to gladden and 
glorify with the mid-day brightneſs of the 
Sun! From other ſources, and from other 
ſentimen's muſt flow thoſe liberal and heart- 
felt joys, which vice can never ſhare, and 
which miſery and proſtitution can never im- 
part, Oh may the God, who is merciful to 
his creatures, who delighteth peculiarly in the 
ſervice of thoſe who early devote themſelves to 
Him, may He preſerve you, my young friends, 

Vol. II. L 
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from the ſnares and deluſions, peculiatly 
dangerous and peculiarly deſtructive, of un- 


happy rvin'd creatures like theſe! God al- 


| mighty ſhield you by the ſpirit of grace and of 


purity, from the“ Houſe. of the Hatlot, 
which is the way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death !” c 


Oh, my God] hear me for the young ones 


of the flock: For thy own honour's /ſake, 


for the ſake of their preſent and future peace, 
for the ſake of their parents, who, with 
aching anxious hearts tremble for the perils 
and temptations which on all ſides ſurround 
them; nay, for the ſake of virtue, religion 
and our country, Guard them, I beſeech 


thee, from the flattering lips, and deluſive in- 


ticements of the ſtrange and evil woman! 
Let not their hearts decline to her ways; let 
them not go aſtray in her paths: Convince 
them of the ſhipwreck they muſt make, -the 
loſs, the miſeries they muſt ſuſtain, from con- 
nections pernicious and fatal as theſe ! Pre- 
ſerve them by thy holy ſpirit, pure in mind 
and chaſte in life ; enable them to flee from 
and triumph 'over all youthful luſts; teach 
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them continually to ſay with the faithful 
youth of old, . How can I do this great 
wickedneſs, and ſin againſt my God?” And, 
like that youth, triumphant in virtue, may 
they be triumphant in its full and certain 
rewards; even in the invaluable ſatisfaction 
of a good and approving conſcience; in the 
honour and reputation of this world ; and in 
the preſent and eternal applauſe of Him, who 
hath pronounced the Pure in heart bleſled; 
becauſe they ſhall ſee God) To whom, 
&c, Amen! £ 
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Hearken now therefore unto me, 0 ye children, 
and attend to the words f my mouth r? Lat 
not thine heart deeline to her ways; ga nn 
aſtray in her paths. Fer ſhe bath caſt dium 
many mighty ; yea, many ſirong men have been 

ain by her: Her houſe is the way to: hell, 

DO IREY N 


Kore told, in an ancient fable; 6 That 
when Hercules, having arrived at 
motucity, was about to ſet forward in his 
career of glory ; be was put to the trial by 


| Virtue and by Pleaſure: The latter endeayour- 


ing to win him by all. the arts of Seduction 
and Flattery, while the other ſtrove to coun- 
terwork by every means poſſible, the 'ſubtle 
and deluſive arguments of her dangerous ad- 
verſary. The youth happily made a prudent 


choice; for, rejecting the ſyren ſongs of 


a 3 
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Pleaſure, he gave himſelf up to the guid- 
ance and direction of Virtue, and thus at- 
tained the mn be _ 9. 
1 Re 

The fable, my W friends, is fraught 
with inſtruction ro You eſpecially ; and the 
great moral which it means to inculcate 
is, „That whatever youth would wiſh to 


x49. 


muſt ſcorn, with a noble fortitude, the allure- 


ments of the Harlot Pleaſure, and wp eng 


ure en of true Virtue. 


* W 


Fee to impreſs upon your minds: And, 
while an evil nature and an eyil world, while 


allurements and temptations of various Kigds 
are unhappily crowding around you; Fain 
would 1 diſcharge the office of a faithful 
friend and uſeful inſtructor, to caution you 


from the deluſions of Pleaſure, to preſerve 
you in the paths of Virtue. NAS 8 


es Ridley's ® Choice of Hercules," 777 
cellaniet, Vol. III. p. 6. Shenfloae's Works, Vol. 4 15. 
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perhaps, amidſt the din and tumult of eh. 
mörous and Importu atv paiiions;' the 6e M 


ſmall voice” of friendly admonition may not by 
always heard with ſufficient attention ; yet, L 
am not without my hopes, that the truth, the 
reaſohableneſs, the importance of what I 
urge, will have its due weight in a moment 
of reflection; and avail, through-God's grace, 
to direct your choice fo happily, that yo 
will ſcorn the ruinous ſophiſtry of Falſe 
PLEASURE ; that you will purſue, with un- 
remitted ardour and diligence, the call of 
Virtue; which is, indeed, the call of publics 
and of private fehicity. . 


Can there be wanting any further arguments 
proof hereof, than the certain affurance we 
have had from the laſt diſcourſe, 4+ That the 
unreſtrained indulgence to ſenſual Pleaſures 
in general, and to thoſe of Impurity in par- 
ticular, is in direct oppoſition to the laws. 


of Nature, of Reaſon, of Society, and of 


God?“ For ſurely it is the height of folly and 
preſumption to ſuppoſe, that man ſhall ever 


de able to reap the fruits of happineſs from 


* 


th; 


that ſoil, which God ang 0 are — accurſed. 
with, barcgpneſs,, and. (une th — ' 
only thorns. and WH ten nt mR 
Indeed, the — * of Impurity 2 cans 
never did or will produce aught but thorps 
and briars; ** Miſchiefs'” and“ Miſeries“ tg 
others, and to ourſelves !—An additional ar- 
gument to diſſuade, us from the practice; 
and one upon which 1 am now'to enlarge, 
not. only i in proof of the rectitude, wiſdom, 
and propriety of thoſe laws, human and divine, 
which prohibit this Vice; but as an un- 
deniable teſtimony, that they who purſue it 
l are in truth, what Solomon has pronounce 
nts them, Men utterly void of underſtanding ; jp 
we who act in direct contradiction to the 
he diſtinguiſhing principles and genuine cha- 
es racteriſticks of their nature; who give them- 
— 
0 
F 
1 
, 
) 


ſelves up to the ſervice of Impurity, ſo inju- 


riqus to others, ſo debaſing and pernicious Pp 
— Pet f 


7 Were I reafoaind of the Vice in 225 
ral, or were not theſe Diſcourſes, as in- 
tended for your benefit, particularly directed 


and the things of the world: To that heart 
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to Youpmphyouny friends, zhert are A variety 
f inſtanges ¶ ſome of them jJaſt-hinted im the 
former Sermons) wherein I ſnould exemplify 
the injurieus effects of this Vice upon ſoei- 
ety ; MWherein Jiſhould ſhew how prejudicial 
and offenſive it is t many of the beſt and 
deareſt intereſts of our fellow- creatures ®, 
Butz, waving: theſe, I would in the preſent 
caſe. only appeal to your ſenſibility, to your 
ingenuity of heart;,—Youth/is the ſeaſon gf 
'generous ſenſibility ;z' and the heart commonly 
feels, and ſpeaks aright, before it is made 
callous by a vicious intercourſe, with the men, 


then, would I appeal in behalf Of, the 
partner of your guilt,” For, herein con- 
ſiſts—and let it be noted well—one. peculiar 
and apgravating circumſtance of malignity in 
this Vice, „That the perpetration of, it 
involves the ruin of two fouls!” You en- 


not be ſingly guilty! While then you are ex- 


pecting criminal pleaſure from the object of 


your paſſion, Oh think, that you, are not 


® See the farmer Sermon, p. 140. In a ſet of Sermon 


on Concupiſcence, I have treated this ſubject at large : And 


perhaps they may hereafter appear before the public, 
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only endangering your on ſaluation but, 
with ſtrunge perverſeneſa, ſubjecting to the 
fame fearful har ard that object alſo j and all 
for a momentary delight 7 Is this confiſtent - 
with reaſon ? Is this a R 

—_ 1 heart? X 


þ 


| But, this jolt of your paſſion is aa 
poor Profligate of the town, an Innocent, f 
ſeduced from Virtue by your deceit; or, 
the Wife of another. If the former, ſhould 
ſhe'be, what many of theſe wretched ruined 
women become, a thorough profligate in heart 
and manners; ſhould ſhe be perſectſy aban- 
doned in principle, as in practice; Oh, my 
young friends, can you be fo devoid of deli- 
eacy, and of feeling, as to hope for ſatis- 
faction from any commerce with an object 
ie this: Who, having abjured all the pecu- 
liar and engaging excellencies of her ſex, his 
nothing but rapine and plunder in view; and 
whoſe debauched and depraved mind is ſcarce 
fs filthy and contagious than her miſerably 


degraded and contaminated body ? 


© | 


be fo blind and fo infatuated, as to expect, 
" gratification. and delight from the arms of. 
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Hut, if nat one of theſe, if not thus; de 
praved and utterly fallen, muſt not all he 
generous ſentiments of your ſoul be 
if haply you find amongſt theſe daughiers g 
diſtreſs, one, that ſtill retains ſome traces of 
native honour and of innocence? One, in 
whoſe mind all the female grace is not utterly 
obliterated ? One, who feels the miſery of her 
Rate, and would rejoice if it were paſſible to ex- 
tricate herſelf from the deſtruQive Labyrinth? 
Muſt not her wretched caſe melt your. bg 
ſom with commiſeration Can your paſſiong 


_ 


wretchedneſs and ſorrow ?—Can your paſs. 
ſions be ſo cruel and injurious, as to wiſh. 
to plunge this poor Unfortunate deeper and 
deeper in diſtreſs ? You find her ſtanding as it 
were on the fearful edge of a precipice, into 
which it ſhe plunges, the fall is inevitable . 
perdition : And haye you, can you have ſo 
little humanity, as not only to refuſe your 
helping hand to guide her ſafely down, from 
the danger; but even to lend that hand. tp 
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precipitate her into utter ruin“ I appeal, my 
young friends, to your bearts ; and while 
you preſerve thoſe hearts ingenuous, it is, it 
Ic muſt be impoſſible, that either. the abandon d 
| or the pitiable profligate ſhould entice or en- 
e goge e 7 6 | 


But, deteſting conneRions with the very 
| dregs of Vice and of wretchedneſs, you 
| purſue another plan, and make Virtue and 
| Innocence your prey] Alas, my young friends, 
(I ſpeak as a man, and as one conſcious of all 
the infirmities of our nature) alas! what a 
miſerable purſuit, nay, and what a-miſerable- 
triumph is this !—Not to enlarge upon ther 
extreme malediction which the ruin of inno- 
cence brings upon our own fouls, of the- 
fcandalous breaches of promiſe, the repeated 
perjuries, and all the baſe and abominable- 
arts which ſeduction employs; only refle&t- 
with yourſelves what cruel injuries you are 
providing for the hapleſs object of your guilty 
paſſion 5 whom, for the ſhort and ſordid- 
indulgence of a ſenſual appetite, you are 


* See my account of the Riſe, &c, of the Magdalen 
Eharity, with the Sermons annexed, 


% SERMON, XL 


not only depriving of virtue and reput utation, 
the brighteſt. jewels, in the, female crawn 1 
but, probably Introducing, when that unre- 
lenting appetite is ſatiated, into a life - 

with the moſt ruinous and diſtreſsful evils} 
You. are preparing tortures and, puniſhment 
greater than the moſt brutal perſecution cap 
deviſe, for Her, whoſe greateſt Fault Perhaps, 
aſſuredly whoſe, greatet Misfortune is, to 
haye à heart, moſt, tenderly, devoted to you] 
a heart, whoſe affeQion and attachment (with 
a, barbarity unknown to Savages) you turn 
even to its own. deſtruction, and, are cone 
tent to pierce with the ſevereſt anguiſh, can 
you but gtatify your impetious and luſtſyl 
deſires] And is it poſſible let reflection 
moment ſtand ſtill, and take a ſilent review, 
iss it poſſible that the ſoul can find repoſe 
and ſatis faction, in the contemplation of, a 
deed like this? Rather, the guilty remem- 
brance will for ever haunt and harrow up the 
ſoul: The wretched object reduced to all the 
complicated miſeries of proſtitution, will 
ſurely, like a ſpectre, for ever be prefent to, 
and murder all repoſe of the mind ! while 
her ruined Innocence and Virtue, her polluted 
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body and defiled ſou!” will continually plead, 
in if forum of conſcience, Hike angels, 
trumpet- torigued, #gainſt the deep damna- 


tion of the deed . . 3 


I ͤdwell not, ir mid „ on the many 
accidental circutiſtathces of diſtreſs which 


may, and do nerally accompany it ; parti> 


eularly, the di anguiſh of the parents, 


for ine ruin of theit” beloved nd: 'But-1 
would here tin, my young friends, appeal 
to the ſenſibility of your ſouls; and'afk,'who- 
ther it can be poſſible to reap from! any grati- 
fication of Tenfuat appetite} a Yuflicient! re- 
ward for the-remorſe and the pangs of con» 
ſcience, 'which muſt accompanyithe' ruin of 
an Innocent? of a virtuous" und amiuble 
fellow - creature; whom, even- ye do not 
abandbn to all the miſcties of pꝰoſtitution, 
yet, deſpoiled of honour, Haſted in eheracter, 
you have ſhut out from the virtubus end 
ſocial intereourſe of her fex. ' Vod heve re- 
laxed her principles; you have ſubjected her 
| to the flow and pointing finger unn 1 
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the end propoſed: And highly injurious 


vw CVEXMONIM, 
feorn : You have made Her days bitter hay, 
and moſt probably, have thus embittered M 
your own. For if the fatal connection prove 
burdenſome and irkſome to you; what mib. 
Ties and uneaſineſs muſt attend its diſſolutio 14 
But if otherwiſe, what acute and piercing 

anxieties, what painful reſlections bb J 
endure, on having reduced ſo low, diſhon- 1 
'oured fo much, diſtreſſed in ſo tender and irre. 
parable a manner, an object amiable in bert, 0 
and whom you find as truly deſerving, 'as fhewl 


is thoroughly poſſeſſed of your affection ſy 80 
; "ys 
* ty 
Thus, conſidered in every view, the ſedi "uy 


fion of Innocence can never be adequate 


it is, God almighty grant, my young friend: 
that you may for ever be preſerved _ 
complicated guilt! A guilt, which | 
without remedy, ſo muſt its remorſe 
ally diſtract the mind; and before we cam; 
free from its pangs, we muſt either Iu 
ſtupefaction the voice of conſcience, Of 
painful repentance mourn oyer the ruin \ 

have wrought ! 1 
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. But, hating the ſtews, and in enemy 
to ſeduction, your odject of vicious purſuit is 
the married woman, the wife of another.“ 
Not, ſurely, becauſe you think the crime 
of adultery leſs culpable than the former, leſs 
injurious to others, or more likely to anſwer 
your wiſhes; for of all the crimes whereof 
man can be guilty, Adultery, in the eſteem of 
every age and every place, has ſtood foremoſt z 
as a crime moſt noxious to the intereſts of 
ſociety, moſt pregnant with dire and deſtruc- 
tive conſequences ;\and productive often of 
evils, even greater and more oppreſſive than 
Murder itſelf. Hence, not only the laws of 
God, but thoſe of men, in almoſt every 
kingdom of the world, have adjudged in 
magy caſes death, and in all caſes the ſevereſt 
nalties to it. But, I enlarge not on the 
ilt and atrociouſneſs of this crime; mean- 
ing, as in the former inſtances, to apply to 
your Hearts, my young friends, and to wiſh 
an anſcher from their ſenſibility, in teſtimony 
of the injury ariſing to others, and the little 
fatisfaQtion to be expected for yourſelves, 
from any adulterous connection ! Can there 
be a more 6quitable rule, or one which more 
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immediately approves itſelf to our jodgmut, 


than that golden one. Of doing tv bew 


as we wiſh they ſhould do unto us?“ Put the 
caſe then, that you was an huſband, rich in 
the affection of a wife very dear and very 
valuable to you; and that a cruel invader 


came, ſtale away the affection of that wife, 


and alienated her from her Jove and her duty, 


Can you have any conception of a greater 


injury, or a ſeverer misfortune ? Could you 


deviſe by any means more cruelly and hory ibly 
to torture and diſtreſs your neighbour ? Nay, 
belides, the conſequence will prove to diſtreſs 


even Her alſo, whom you have thus ſeduced 


from duty and from peace, and whoſe mind 
muſt never more expect to enjoy the ſweet 


ſerenity flowing from conſcious Virtue, ang 


harmonious affections. Nor will Your mind | 
be leſs injured, or your end more amply 
attained z for what confidence can you have 
in a woman drawn aſide from the plaineſt 


path of duty, and who has broken through 
the moſt ſolemn, and the moſt ſacred of all 
ties? What ſecurity can you have of her 
future Fidelity to you? And what unpleaſing, 
if not deſtructive conſequences may you not 


Sr& OD I wh 


realopably expee from the injured. and indige, 
nant huſband ; for, . Jealouſy is the rage of 4. 
man 3 therefore he will WAIT ga 


Vengeance OO 7, 5 9298 23 


Thus it ap as, t at whateyer EP 
of grating | luftful paſſions men purſue, 
while they in e contradition to the regular 
and appointed laws of Nature, of Society, 3 
and of God, they z ATC, and ever muſt be, in 
a bigh degree ipjurious to their fellow-crea- 
tires, and © to the e unhappy partneyg 
in theic guile! erer 


Yer not to others only, the Vice of Im- 
purity is peculiarly ; noxious and prejudicial | 
tq ourſelves, to the mind, body, eſtate and 
reputation. There cannot be any need to 
expatiate much upon this ſubje&;, for, who 
kgows not how much this Vice degrades the. 
human foul, how mych it extinguiſhes the 
light of, truth and virtue, and ſenſualizes F 
every, rational faculty? Who Knows not 
what ne diſſatisfaction, and reſtleſs- 

Prov. v, $46. | a 151 
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fevetiſh ſtate of concupiſcence? Who knows 


annihilation of ſocial and domeſtick affection 


neſs of mind ever dwell with thoſe HE prie- 


tiſe it? Who knows not how much it dfftrek. 
ſes the conſcience, while it keeps the (irititt 


in perpetual anxiety, and in a conſtant, uneuſy, 


not how many and petnicious Vices it js 


neceſſafily connected with, or naturally leads 


to? Idleneſs, and the grole intemperatice 
are its never-failing attendants; pride and 
luxury dwell with it: Broils and contentions, 
nay, and often murder itſelf (murder of Kitle 
hapleſs innocents, ſometimes before, often 
after their birth) together with perjury, falſe- 
hood, lying, diſſembling, and filthy conver- 
fation of all kinds accompany it: A total 


is too often fatally connected with it: Luſt, 
predominant luſt, frequently extinguiſhes the 
love of wife, of huſband, of children, of 
friends, and of all things good ang honour- 
able: Nay, and, what one would leaſt ex- 
pect, it is no uncommon thing to ſee avarice 
in company with uncleanneſs: the luſtful can 
often ſpare, and even deny almoſt neceſſaries 
to their families and dependants; can wring 
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from the » can filch from their nei 
bours, N may have tp avi . 
objects of their Vice, and maintain their ex- 
penſive re $I 


But, beſides its connection with this odjous 
and enormous train of evils, who knows not, 
what fats] miſchiefs it brings upon the repu · 
tation? Often utterly and ircetrievably loſt by 
it; and with that loſs, commonly, every 
other evil is inyolved ! Solomon, ſpeaking of 
the impure man, remarks, that by his vicious 
purſuits, * A wound and diſbonour ſhall he 
get, and bis reproach ſhall not be wiped 
away.” Again, who knows not what imme- 
diate deſtruction this Vice often brings upon 
the eſtate, leading men to expences, which 
they are not able to anſwer ; for by means of 
an abandoned woman, ſays Solomon, a man 
is brought to a piece of bread; and thus, too 
often, God knows, excited to illicit methods 
of procuring that, whereby he may anſwer the 
demands of his luſts; methods, which in 
numberleſs inſtances have proved the deſtruc- 
tion of life; In the more exalted rale, by 

M2 
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gloomy ſuicide and deſperation, and in * 
lower, by a public and ignominious death 
As but too many of thoſe parents with bleed- 
ing hearts can teſtify, who have cauſe to date 
the .ruin of their ſons, and their ſhameful 


ends, from the fatal intercourſe they have had 
with thoſe, whoſe houſe © is the way to hell, 


going down to the chambers of death” 

Again, beſides its ſad effects on the 
mind, the reputation, the eſtate, and the life, 
who knows not with what horrid effects to the 
body this crime is attended ? Evils, which 
God and nature have, as it were in juſt pu- 
niſhment, annexed to this flagrant tranſgref- 
ſion of their laws; evils, which frequently 


ſap the foundation of the beſt conſtitutions; 
and, either in early youth conſume the 
ſtrength, and ſend the fading flowers devoted 


victims to the grave; or lay up a miſerable 


ſtore of diſeaſe and pain for the few and 


ſuffering days of future life ;—and evils, 


which, bowever ſevere, it would be well If 
the Offenders only felt ; but which, alas ! are 


dreadfully communicated to the innocent and 


SERMON, XL, 165 


virtuous z nd for which, full RY late po- 
ſterity may curſe the ſinful indulgences of ag 
contaminated progenitors | 


But, though theſe conſequences are. inju- 
rious and fatal enough, yet what are they, 
what are all earthly and corporeal puniſh- 
ments, compared to the anguiſh which ariſes 
from an uneaſy and diſtreſſed conſcience ?—A 
conſcience aſſured, that by a continuance in 
theſe vices all bopes of heaven are forfeited ; 
chat God and his bleſſed Son are armed in 
judgment againſt the ſinner; and that every 
attribute, as well of power as of merey, is 
not only offended, but engaged to puniſh ana 
condemn? And oh, how diſmal the cloſe of 
life! how miſerable old-age, but above all, 
how ſhocking and tremendous the bed of 
death, to a conſcience haraſſed and oppreſſed 
like this! But, of the death of the pro- 


fligate, we ſhall hereafter have a fearful view, 

when we have conſidered the Vice of Gaming, 

another of the Falſe Pleaſures” which men 

purſue, and one attended with conſequences: 

no leſs pernicious than the Vice of Impurity :: 

Wich reſpect to which we obſerve, that how 
| M. 3. : 
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ever, in in particular caſes, Nation 5nd fortihb 
may enable men to avoid ſome of the evils 
before enumerated ; yet thefe—the unealy. 
conſcience—the offended. God,—the future 
puniſhment — are conſequences, no mans 
upon earth can avoid; if he be guilty of 
this crime ; which, as it totally precludes ah 
the means of moral improvement, degrading 
and debaſing the mind, ſo does it wholly in- 
capacitate for all the duties of religion. For, 
who will have the hardineſs to pray to a Gd 

of purity, while openly tranſgreſſing his pute 

and holy laws? Who can read his word, Which. 
inevery page flaſhes forth conviction and con- 

demnation againſt all ſuch offenders? Who- 
in ſuch. a ſtate can attend that holy Com- 

munion, which is the commemoration of a- 
ſpotleſs. Saviour, ſhedding his precious blood 
to redeem from all iniquity? And in hat 
ſ{t:te- muſt that ſoul be? Let thoſe conſider, 

who find it difficult enough- to preſerve the- 
happy 2quipoile even with the ſtricteſt care,, 
and in the moſt regular uſe of the means of- 
grace] Let ſuch conſider, in what ſtate that 
foul muſt be, which, utterly neglectful of 
God, and of all the means of grace, lives in 


7 
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the ſoul practice of 3 crime, injurious 10 
others, ruinous to ourſelves, in jmeediate 
contradiction to the laws of Nature, of 
Reaſon, of Society, and of that great and” 
juſt Judge of all mankind, who hath de- 
clared, that be * will render unto every 
man according to his works J“ 


I have ſurely ſaid enough, my young friends i 
to engage not only your paſſions, but your 
reaſon, on the ſide of Purity; and to make 
you more than ordinarily watcbful, that you 
fall not into the deluſions and deceits of the 
oppoſite Vice. Indeed, all your vigilance 
and attention will be neceſſary, not only to' 
combat its ſtrong temptations from withaut, 
but its violent propenſities from within. For, 
as there is no Vice perhaps to which our cor- 
rupt nature is mote prone, ſo is there none 
which hath wrought: greater ruin and diſtreſs 
amongſt our fellow - creatures: It bath caſt 
down many mighty; yea, many ſtrong men 
have been deſtroyed by it: Many (otherwiſe 
amiable and excellent) have, through its fatal 
ſeduction, not only ſunk their reputation, 
but involved their * ſucceeding, lives in 

tc 
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the ſeveteſt and moſt affliting calamitiey #; 
an additivnal motive for caution and watchful- 
neſs, my young friends, with refpe& to'yout- 
ſelves ;—But ſurely, at the ſame time, my be- 


loved, a motive, as ſtrong on Vour parts, who, 
as Parents or Guardians, are intereſted in the 


welfare of youth, not to treat with too harſh 
ſeverity accidental tranſgreſſion in this kind, 
Conſider human nature, confider yourſelves z 
conſider the ſtrength and violence of hu- 
man paſſions, and the force of temptations; 
and with a lenient mildneſs reprove and ex- 
hort, in order to guard and preferve from 
future deviations as much as you may. But 
do not, by an ill-timed auſterity, drive the 
offender to extremes, which a judicious and 
affectionate treatment may probably prevent. 


While, conſcious of the weakneſs of our 
common nature, I would thus urge one word 
in behalf of mutual forbearance, and chrif- 
tian lenity one towards another; while 1 
would wiſh to plead, frail and erring as we all 
are, for a little charity towards the frailties 
and errors of each other; miſtake me not, 
my young friends, as if I was either opologin ä 

® Sec the Anecdotes, 
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ing for thoſe tranſgreſſions, or thought them 
by any means-unavoidable, and therefore to be 
excuſed. I am well affured—for we have had 
ſufficient examples that no neceſſity of fin- 
ning in this reſpect is laid upon our nature: 
Chriſt hath promiſed bleſſedneſs to the pure 
in heart, and pure in heart we may there- 
fore certainly be : And though I would by no 
means treat accidental offence with ſeverity, 
yet, believe me, (my young friends) you will 
find it not only inftnitely more happy, but 
more eaſy to yourſelves, to perſevere perfectly 
unblameable, and pure from this Vice, than, 
having once broken the bounds of chaſtity, 
to return again within them. Truth it is, 
through the grace of Jeſus Chriſt, the grofſeft 
offenders may, on fincere repentance, find 
mercy and pardon : We have upon record, 
for the comfort of all thoſe: who have devi- 
ated from purity, examples of abundant mercy 
and forgiveneſs vouchſafed by the God of our 
hope to the greateſt finners in this ways 
and it would ill become me more eſpecially, 
to ſpeak with ſeverity on this bead, who have 
been ſo far bleſt by the goodneſs of God, an 
to be inſtrumental. in opening 2 houſe bf 
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mercy for, and in preaching continually the 
benign and comfortable dactrines of pardon 
und peace to thoſe who truly repent, and 
utterly forſake the Impurities of their former 


Bie „Vet this, notwithſtanding, I mult be 


allowed to repeat, and urge in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, that as it is far more eaſy to prevent, 
than to cure, ſo is it far more eligible and 
happy: And on this account, ever ſolicitous 
for your beſt welfare, my young friends, and 
fully aſcertained that by due care and diſci- 
pline, a ſtrict and inviolable chaſtity may be 
maintained, (till it ſhall pleaſe God to grant 
you the full completion of your juſt and rea- 
ſonable deſires im honourable marriage) Allow 
me in concluſion, juſt to ſuggeſt a few parti- 
.eulars, which, under the all-ſufficient grace of 
God, will certainly enable you the better to 
combat, and to conquer. 


To this end, the moſt important rule is, 
ever to maintain the moſt. lively ſenſe of re- 
ligion on your ſouls; and particularly, a 
conſtant regard to the preſence and all - ſqęing 
_ the pure and holy God; a tender te- 


See the Note, p. 753. 
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membrance of the death and crucifixion of 
yout Redeemor for the Tinful polletions of 
out nature; of your wnion- with Him, of 
the inhabitation of his Holy Spirit in your 
bodies as bis temples 3 the many and ftriking: 


paſſages Ih his Holy word, declarative of his- 
hatred to this Vice, and of the certain pu- 


niſhment it Will find, when the whoremonger,.. 
and adalterer, and all the unclean and dcfiled,. 
ſhall be not only excluded from heaven, bat 
caſt into the lake, the ſmoke of whoſe tor-. 
ment aſcendeth for ever and ever. 


A lively ſenſe of religion upon the foul; is» 
ſearce to be maintained without a regular and* 
conſtant uſe of the means of grace; you will 
therefore be fervent and frequent in prayer; 
diligent in reading the ſacred ſcriptures, and 
unifcrm in your attendance on the holy table 
of the Lord; which, you will find, from 
the neceſſary previous preparation, from the- 
ſolemnity of the act, from the cautious ſo- 
briety of future conduct, and above all, from 
the plenteous ſupply of divine grace, of alt 
the means moſt powerful. to preſerve you pure 
in heart. and life!” 


ones, of ſtrict and univerſal ſobriety, 
conſtant and induſtrious employment, and 
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To theſe religious means, the great m 


an babitual watchfulneſs and government 
the outward ſenſes, muſt neceſſarily be "y 
The eye or ear muſt never be ſuffered, much 
leſs be habituated, to ſee or hear any thing, 
which may be contrary to the laws of Virtue, 


or tend to weaken its ſacred. and reyerential 


reſtraints. You cannot preſerve too cauti· 
ouſly that native modeſty, which is, if not cor- 
rupted, congenial with. us ; and a ſtrong bar- 
rier againſt Vice; particularly, if it be aided 
by an improved delicacy of ſentiment, a re- 
finement of taſte and manners, which will 
always render groſs Vice ſo unpleaſing and 
painful, that we ſhall never ſuffer it to * 
the aſcendency over us. 


But temperance, induſtry, ſelf- government, 
and the like, will be fruitleſs, and every rule 
and every caution fruſtrated, if you do not 
take eſpecial heed, to avoid all thoſe perſons, 
places, and occaſions of temptation, which 


are either calculated to ſeduce, or in your 


6 
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caſe likely to ſeduce and deſtroy your Virtue, 


Wherever but a probability of ſo unhappy 


an effect may appear, it is your immediate 
duty, and your higheſt wiſdom to retire : 


Your greateſt ſafety is in retreat; and your 
greateſt danger conſiſts in parlying with temp- 
tations. Fly them with precipitation, cau- 
tious and fearful of beginnings ; and making 
it ycur ſtudy to avoid, as much as may be, 
all the occaſions of evil. The cockatrice 
which may eaſily be cruſh'd in the egg, will, 
if ſuffered to hatch and grow up, prove a 
poilonges ſerpent, hard to be deſtroyed. 


Beſides theſe Rules, your own prudence 12 
diſcretion will ſuggeſt more, and ſuch as are 
immediately adapted to your peculiar ſtate and 
circumſtances. The diſcourſes too, which 
I have delivered to you heretofore, will ſug- 
geſt ſome others, and thoſe of no ſmall im- 
portance: And, if you conduct yourſelves by 
theſe, and rules like theſe, there is no doubt, 
my young friends, but you will eſcape the 
contagion of youthful luſts, r og Jour 


ſelves pure, 
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Happy ſhall I think myſelf, if any enter 
wours of mine {hall candyce to this moſt im- 
portant end; and let me jntreat you, | 
ſeriouſly and affectionately, to conſider, that 
as no motive, but an earneſt yiſh for your 
preſent and eternal well-being, can inflyence 
my heart in what I deliver to you; ſo you 
can never acquit yourſelves to your own con- 
ſciences, if you neglect and deſpiſe what [ 
offer: Nay more, —if you neglect and deſpiſe 
it, and act in contrariety to what I haye 2d- 
viſed, you never can be happy in this liſe, or 
happy in the next. For, take it, my young 
friends, as a cloſing truth on this occaſion; 
Purity and Virtye are their own rewards;” 
and, were there neither a God, nor a future 
Gate, They would be the ſureſt means of render- 
ing us happy in ourſelves, uſeful and honour- 
able to the community, and a blefling to all 
thoſe moſt nearly and tenderly intereſted in 
our welfare !\—But, when there is a God, 
when there is a future ſtate, the bleſſedneſ⸗ 
of which we can never ſhare, without this 
purity and holineſs of heart and life; how 
are our obligations of duty and of intereſt 
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heightened ! and how can we expect to eſcape 
condemnation, if we neglect᷑ to calrivats and 


improve it ! 


3 
God almighty grant, that you, and at of 
us, may labour ſo to putify our ſouls frotn all 
defilement, to act in ſuch confiſtence with 
the laws of Nature, of Reafon, of Society, 
and of God; to be ſo cautious of injuring 
our neighbour in the lighteſt, much more in 
the moſt atrocious degree; and to maintain 
ſuch ſelf-reverence, ſuch a wiſe and con- 
tant regard to the dignity and purity of our 
nature ; that we may paſs through this world 
in peace, and with the pleaſing teſtimony of « 
good conſcience; and be ready to receive out 
call to the next, with an humble but firm 
perſuaſion, that we ſhall ſee and enjoy the 
beatifick viſion of that God, in whoſe preſence 
is the fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
there are pleaſures for evermore ! Amen. 
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ANECDOTES on the foregoing ſubject. 


(.) It has been remarked of Auguſtus 
Czſar, that chaſtity was by no means his 


| Virtue; but if he caſt his eye on a beautiful 


woman, though her huſband were of the firſt 
quality in Rome, he would immediately ſend 
his officers to bring her to him, either by 


fair means or by force. The Philoſopher 


Athenodorus, who had formerly been pre- 
ceptor to Tiberius, and was very intimate 
with Auguſtus, took the following method 
to reform this Vice of the great man. For, 
when the Emperor one day had ſent a litter 
for a certain noble lady, of the houſe of the 
Camilli, the Philoſopher fearing ſome diſaſter 
might enſue, (her family being very popular, 
and highly reſpected at Rome) goes before 
to the lady's palace, and acquainting - the 
parties concerned with it, the huſband boiling - 
with rage, threatened to ſtab the meſſengers 
of the Emperor, when they came. The 
prudent Philoſopher however appeaſed his 
reſentment, and only deſired a Yuit of the 
Jady's apparel, which was granted him, He 
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then put it on, and hiding his ſword under 
his robes, entered the litter, perſonating the 
lady, The meſſenger knew no other, and 
carried him inſtantly to the Emperor's apart- 
ment; who, heightened with defire, made 
haſte to open the litter himſelf: When 
Athenodorus, ſuddenly drawing his ſword, 
leaped forth upon him; ſaying, ** Thus, 
mighteſt thou have been murdered: Wilt 
thou never leave a Vice, attended ſo evidently 
with much danger ? Jealouſy and rage might 
have armed an huſband, or ſubſtituted an 
aſſaſſin thus diſguiſed, inſtead of thy faithful 
friend ; who might have Jaid hold of this 
opportunity to deprive the Republic of ſo 
gracious a Prince.—But I have taken care of 
thy life ; do Thou henceforth take warning.” 
The Emperor, equally frightened and ſur- 
priſed, teſtified himſelf pleaſed with the Phi- 
loſopher's ſtratagem ; gave him ten talents of 
gold, thanking him for ſo ſeaſonable a cor- 
rection ; and it is ſaid that from that time he 
began to reſtrain his unlawful pleaſures, and 
cultivate a life more decent, and ſuitable to his 
exalted character. 

Vor. II. N 
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(2.) A young Italian Nobleman fell in love 
withi'a Dutcheſs of ſingular beauty, but knew 
not how to make her ſenſible of it; at length 
chance gave him an opportunity beyond his 
expectation. One evening as he returned 
from Hawking, he paſſed through the fields 
of the lady in queſtion, bordering an the 
palace, The Duke her huſband and ſhe 
were walking together as 'the young Lord 
came by. The Duke ſeeing his train, and 
what game they had been purſuing, aſked him 
ſome queſtions concerning their ſport, and 
being of an hoſpitable diſpoſition, invited him 
into his palace to partake of a collation, He 
accepted the offer; and here commenced an 
acquaintance, which in time made way for 
an aſſignation between the Dutcheſs and him: 
Accordingly he was let into the gardens one 
night, and conducted privately to her chamber, 
where ſhe was before-hand ready to receive 
him. After ſome compliments, My Lord, 
ſaid the Dutcheſs, you are obliged to my 
huſband for this favour ; who, as ſoon as you 
were gone from our houſe, the firſt time we 
ſaw you, gave you ſuch commendations as 
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made me conceive an immediate paſſion for 
you.“ And is it true, Madam ? replied the 
young Nobleman in aſtoniſhment z then far 
be it from me to be ſo ungrateful to my 
friend,” With that he reſumed his gar- 
ments, which he had begun to throw by, 
and inſtantly took his leave. 


(3.) When a young fellow, who was juſt 
come from the play of Cleomenes, or the 
Spartan Hero, told Mr. Dryden the author, 
in raillery againſt the continency of his prin- 
cipal character, If T had been alone with a 
lady, I ſhould not have paſſed my time like 
your Spartan :”— That may be, anſwered 
the bard with a very grave face; but, gire 
me leave to tell you, Sir, you are no hero,” 


(4.) But of all the inſtances we can meet 
with in reading or in life, where ſhall we find 
one ſo generous and honeſt, ſo noble and 
divine, as that of Joſeph in holy writ? When 
his maſter had entruſted him ſo unreſervedly, 
that (to ſpeak in the emphatical manner of 
the ſcripture) He knew not aught he had, 
ſave the bread which he did eat, the amiable 
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youth was ſo unhappy as to appear irreſiſtably 
beautiful to his Miſtreſs : But when this 


Mameleſs woman proceeds to ſolicit him, 
chow. gallant, how glorious is his anſwer! 
« Behold, my Maſter wotteth not what -is 
with me in the houſe, and he hath committed 
all that he hath to my hand: There is 
none greater. in this houſe than I, neither 
Hath he kept back any thing from me, but 
thee, . becauſe thou art his wife, How then 
can I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God?” The ſame arguments which a baſe 
mind would have made to itſelf for perpe- 
trating the evil; namely, free truſt, full 
power, and. immediate temptation, were to 
this brave, this gallant man. the greateſt mo- 
tives for his forbearing it. He could do it 
with Impunity from man; but he could not 
affront and preſumptuouſly offend a juſt, an 
tholy, and an avenging God, +8 » + 


(5:) When men of rank and figure paſs 
away their lives in criminal purſuits and 
practices; in perpetually ſeeking the · ruin of 
Innocence, and diftreſs of unguarded Virtue; 
they ought” to conſider, that thereby ' they 
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render: themſelves far more vile and deſpica- 


ble than any innocent man can be, however 
low his birth, his ſtation, or his fortunes. 
Title and: anceſtry render.a good man more 
illuſtrious, but an ill one more contemptible . 


Thy father's merit ſets thee up to view, 

And plants thee in the faireſt pointof light, 

To make thy Virtues or thy Faults conſpicuous.. 
Caro. 

It is ſurely matter of wonder that theſe. 
deſtroyers of Innocence, though dead to all the 
bigher ſentiments of Virtue and Honour, are 
not reſtrained by. Compaſſion and Humanity, 
To bring ſorrow,. confuſion and infamyinta 
a family; to wound the heart of a tender 
parent, and ſtain the life of a poor deluded 
young woman. with a diſhonour. which can. 
never be wiped off, are cixcumſtances, one 
would think, ſufficient. to check the moſt vio- 
lent paſſiongina.heart which has the leaſt tine 
ture of pity and good-nature. Toenforce theſe 
general reflectiona, we add the following Anec- 
dote, taken from a French author, and which 
refers to the Chevalier Bayard; a man of 
great valour, and high regutation, and. diſtin- 

a N 3 poets RATS 
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guiſhed amongſt his cotemporaries by the 
appellation of The Knight without fear, 
and without reproach.” Our Enight, ſays 
he, was pretty much addicted to that moſt 
faſhionable of all faults. One morning as he 
was dreſſing, he ordered his Lacquey to bring 
him home in the evening ſome other victim of 
lawleſs paſſion. The fellow, wiſe and prompt 
to do evil, had, it ſeems, for ſome time ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to an old gentlewoman of de- 
cayed fortune, who had a young maiden to her 
daughter, of very great beauty, and not yet 
ſixteen years of age. The mother's extreme 
poverty, and the inſinuations of this artful 
pander concerning the ſoft diſpoſition: and 
generoſity of his maſter, made her at length 
conſent to deliver up her daughter. But 
many were the intreaties and repreſentations 
of the mother, to gain her child's conſent to- 
an action, which fhe ſaid ſhe abhorred, even 
while ſhe exhorted her to it:“ But, my 
child, ſays ſhe, can you ſee your mother die 
for hunger ?” The virgin argued no-longer, 
but, burſting into tears, declared ſhe would go. 
any where. The Lacquey conveyed her with 
great obſequiouſneſs and ſecrecy to his maſter's 
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lodgings, and placed her in a commodious 
apartment till he came home. The Knight, 
at his return, was met by his Lacquey, (with 
that ſaucy familiarity, which Vice never fails 
to inſpire between ranks however unequal,) 
who told him with a diabolical exultation, 
„She is as handſome as an angel, but the 
fool has wept, till her eyes are ſwelled and 
bloated ; toy ſhe is a maiden and a gentle- 
woman.” With that he conducted his maſter 
to the room where ſhe was, and retired. 
The Knight, when he ſaw her bathed in tears, 
ſaid in ſome ſurptiæe; Don't you know, 
young woman, why you were brought hi- 
ther? -The unhappy maid inftantly fell on 
her knees, and with many interruptions of 
ſighs ard tears ſaid to him, “ Yes, Sir, too 
well, alas ! I know why am brought hither ; 
My mother, to get bread for her and myſelf, 
has ſent me to do what you pleaſed : But 
would it might pleaſe Heaven I could die, 
before I am added to the number of thoſe 
miſerable wretches who live without ho- 
nour !” With this reflection, ſhe wept agew, 
and beat her boſom, The Knight ſtepping 
from her, ſaid, re 
* + 
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to hurt, your ionocence againſt your will.. 


The novelty of the accident ſurprized him 


into Virtue, and covering the young maid 
with a cloke, he led her to a relation's houſe, 
to whoſe care he recommended her for that 
night, The next morning he ſent for her 
mother, and aſked her if her daughter was 
the virtuous creature ſhe ſo amiably appeared 
to be; the mother aſſured him of her ſpotleſ$ 
purity, till at leaſt the late period, when ſhe 
delivered her up to his ſervant. © And are 
not you then, cried the Enight, a wicked 
woman, to contrive the debauchery of your 
own child?“ She held down her face with 
fear and ſhame, and in her confuſion uttered 
fome broken words concerning her poverty. 
« Far be it, ſaid the Chevalier, that you 
ſhould relieve yourſelf from want by a much 
greater evil! Your daughter is a fine young 
creature: Do you know of none that ever 
ſpoke of her for a wife?” The mother an- 
ſwered, „ There is an honeft man in. our 
neighbourhood that Toves her, who has often- 
ſaid he would marry her with 2001,” - The 
Knight ordered his man to reckon out that 
ſum, with an addition of fifty to buy the bride 
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clothes, and fifty more as an help to the mo- 
ther- I appeal to all the Libertines in town, 
whether the poſſeſſion of. mercenary beauty 
could give half the pleaſure that this young 
gentleman enjoyed, in the reflection of having 
relieved a miſerable parent from guilt and 
poverty, an innocent virgin from public ſhame 
and ruin, and beſtowing a-virtuous wife upon 
an honeſt man .- How noble an example is 
this to every generous-mind, and how conſo- 
nant to the character of that “ pure religion,” 
which we are told conſiſts in viſiting the 
| fatherleſs and the widows in their aflitions, 
and in keeping ourſelves ages from the 


world!“ 


(6.) A Lacediemonian, whoſe affairs ob- 
liged him to go out of Greece, fell into ſome 
company, who were very inquiſitive about the 
conſtitution of Sparta. One of them, among 
other particulars, defired to know what was 
the puniſhment for Adulterers ? The Spartan 
readily replied, That they had no Adulterers 
in Lacedæmon: But upon the Queriſt per- 
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ſiſting to know in what manner he believed 
an Adulterer would be puniſhed, that ſhould 
happen to be detected, I believe; (ſays. the 
Spartan) our Senate would order the criminal 
to give the perſon he had injured à Bull, with 
a neck long enough to ſtand upon the canti- 
nent of Greece, and drink out of a river ia 
Peloponneſus.” Upon the inquiſitive Gen- 
tleman's ſeeming to apprehend, that it was 
abſolutely impoſſible to find ſuch a Bull, 
« Sir, (ſays the Spartan) give me leave to 
tell you, that tis full as impoſſible to find an 
Adulterer in Lacedæmon.“ We 


(7.) Henry the IVth of France was un- 
queſtionably one of the greateſt charaQers 
ancient or modern, whether we conſider the 
qualities of his body or mind, which hiſtory 
produces; yet an attachment to women, and 
an inſatiable indulgence of his paſſions, not 
only led him into a thouſand actions, which 
tarniſhed his glory, but intirely marred all 
the peace of his life. It would be endleſs to 
quote inſtances. The admirable memoirs of 
his great friend and miniſter Sully, are full of 
them; they are indeed one continued admo- 
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nition to the reſlecting mind againſt the Viees 
of Impurity ; and nothing can be more me- 
lancholy than to think, that a man, whoſe 
humanity, generofity and courage were un- 
equalled ; who, in the words of Sully, . loved 
his ſubjects as a father, and the whole ſtate, 
as the head of a family; who was candid; 
ſincere, grateful, compaſſionate, generous, 
wiſe, penetrating; and' in ſhort, endow'd 
with every great and amiable quality, ſhould 
be ſo attached to women and to luſt, as to 
render himſelf deſpicable, his wife and family 
miſerable, and as it ſeems moſt 8 his 
latter end horribly fearful *, u 


(8.) The learned Selden, ſome few days: 
before his death, ſent for Archbiſhop Uſher 
and Dr. Langbaine. Amongſt other matters 
he told them, that he had ſurveyed moſt of 
the learning that was amongſt the ſons of” 
men; that his ſtudy was filled with books- 
and manuſcripts, on various ſubjects; yet he 
could not at thor time recollect np 


* He was abbed in bis coach by Kavala, who, as: 
there were ftrong reaſons to ſuſpect, was infligntad to Bs 
vorrid deed by one of the King's mie. _ 
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out of infinite books and papers whereon be. 
could reſt his ſoul, ſave out of the ſacred. 
ſcriptures ; wherein the moſt remarkable paſ- 
ſage which lay. moſt upon his ſpirits, was 
this. „The grace of God which bringeth 
ſalvation hath appeared to all men; teaching 
us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godly in this preſent world: looking ſor 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt; who gave himſelf for us, that he 


might. redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himſelf a peculiar people zealous oi 
good works,” See Titus ii. ver. 11—14. 


(9%). The ſtory which is told of the ſoun- 
dation of the Monaſtery of La, Trappe, is 
remarkable and well atteſted : The Order is 
one of the moſt auſtere and ſelf-denying ima» 
ginable, Its founder was M. Bouthillier de 
Rance, a man of pleaſure and gallantry, 
who was converted into the deepeſt, gloom 
of devotion by the following ſhocking inci- 
dent, His affairs had obliged him to abſent 
himſelf for ſome time from a lady, with whom 
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he had lived in the connections of unbridled 
and ſucceſsful paſſion. At his return to Paris; 
he purpoſed to furprize her agreeably, and at 
the ſame time to ſatisfy his own impatient 
deſire of ſeeing her, by going directly and 
without ceremony to her apartment, by a 
back ſtair, which he was but too well ac- 
quainted with. But, think of the ſpeQacle 
which, preſented itſelf to him on his entrance 
into the chamber !—-his miſtreſs dead ! dead 
of the ſmall-pox l disfigured beyond expreſ- 
fon ! a loathſome maſs of putrefied -matter.; 
and the ſurgeon ſtanding by, ſeparating the 
bead from the body, - becauſe the coffin had 
been made too ſhort He ſtood for a moment 
motionleſs in amazement, and filled with 
horror; then retired from the world, and 
ſhut himſelf up in the Convent of La Trappe; 
where he paſſed the ſad reſidue of his days, 
in the moſt ay uy and e en 
devotion. 


(10.) We will cloſe theſe anecdotes with 
a part of a. letter inſerted in the Guardian 
(Ne 123.) written in the. character of a 

mother to one of high rank; who had ſeduced 
8 
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and abuſed her daughter, and which gives s 
very lively idea of the aſſliction which a good 
parent muſt ſuffer on fo —— an OC» 
caſion. * 
« My Lord, | bY 

Laſt night I diſcovered the ry you have 
done to my daughter. Heaven knows how 
Jong and piercing a torment that ſhort-lived 
 Thameful Pleaſure of yours muſt bring upon 
me! upon me, from whom You never re- 
ceived any offence ! This conſideration alone 
ſhould have deterred a noble mind from fo 
baſe and ungenerous an act. But alas! what 
is all the grief that muſt be My ſhare, in com- 
pariſon of that, with which you have re- 
quited Her, by whom you have been obliged? 
Loſs of good name, anguiſh of heart, ſhame 
and infamy, are what muſt inevitably fall 
upon her, unleſs ſhe gets over them by what 
is much worſe, open impudence, profeſſed 
lewdneſs, and abandoned proſtitution ! Theſe 
are the returns you have made to her, for 
putting in your power all her livelihood and 
dependance, her Virtue and Reputation. ' O 
my Lord, ſhould My ſon have practiſed 
the like on one of Your daughters I know 
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you ſwell with indignation at the very men- 

tion of it, and would think he deſerved a 
thouſand deaths, ſhould he make ſuch an 
attempt upon the honour of your family. 
Tis well, my Lord: And is then the honour 
of your daughter (whom ſtill, though it had 
been violated, you might have maintained in 
plenty, and even luxury) of greater moment 
to her, than to my daughter. hers, whoſe 
only ſuſtenance it was? And muſt my ſony 
void of all the advantages of a generous edu- 
cation, muſt He, I ſay, conſider ; and may 
your Lordſhip be excuſed from all reflection? 
Eternal contumely attend that guilty Title, 
which claims exemption from thought, and 
arrogates to its wearer the prerogative of 
brutes ! Ever curſed be its falſe luſtre, which 


could dazzle my poor daughter to her un- 


doing ! Was it for this, that the exalted merits 
and godlike Virtues of your great anceſtor 
were honoured with a coronet, that it might 
be a pander to his poſterity, and confer a 
privilege of diſhonouring the innocent and 
defenceleſs? At this rate, the laws of rewards 
ſhould be inverted, and he who is generous 
and good ſhould be made a beggar and a 
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ſlave; that induſtry and honeſt diligence may 
keep his poſterity unſpotted, and preſerve 
them from ruining virgins, and making whole 
families unhappy. Wretchedneſs is now be- 
come my never-failing portion, &c.— Thus 
have I given ſome vent to my ſorrow, nor 
fear I to awaken you to- repentance, ſo that 
your ſin may be forgiven. 


My Lord, | 
Jour Conſcience will help you to my Name” 


| 
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„ CORINTHIANS ix, 2. BP 


Every man that firiveth for the yay is ae. 
ferate in all things, © 


O UR enemies from without, my young 
Y friends, are not the only ones you have 
to dread : You carry thoſe within, from 
which far the greateſt danger is to be ſuſ- 
pected, and againſt which, conſequently, the 
ſtricteſt guard is to be kept. Every thing is 
to be feared from a corrupt natute, continually 
prompting ſtrong and evil paſſions to illicit 
gratifications. If, by divine grace, you can 
maintain the due government over theſe ; 
if you can ſupport reaſon in her empire, and 
preſerve to the ſoul its due dominion over the 
body; you will more eaſily perſevere in a 
courſe of Virtue ; you will more eaſily reſiſt 
the outward ſeductions of the world and the 
devil. In this government, of the paſſions ; 
Vor, II, O 
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By maintaining this ſuperiority of the ſauL over. 
the body, you will conquer that deſpicable 
and deſtrutive. Vice of InTEMPERANCE, 
the next of thoſe «+ Falſe Pleaſures,”” which 
I am to develope; and which will be beſt done 
by ſtating at large the nature of the contrary 
Virtue, ſo eſſentiallyneceſſary to your rightcon- 
duct, ſo immediately productive of your true 
felicity. For if you © ſtrive for the maſtery,” 
if you wiſh to attain the great end of lifez 
if you wiſh to depart hence with ſelf. applauſe, 
and to obtain the future crown, you muſt . be 
temperate in all things ; carefully abſtaining 
from the improper uſe of every thing whick, 
tends to diminiſh or deſtroy the due, govern» 
ment of yourſelf, and to weaken that domi- 
nion over your paſſions, which every wiſe 
man ſhould endeavour to maintain, 


This is the general notion of Temperance :, 
But it may be proper to ſhew more largely, 
wherein Temperance is morę eſpecially placed : 
what are the particulars wherein it is gene- 
rally tranſgreſſed ; what are the bad conſe- 
guences of ſuch tranſgreſſion ; and what are 
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the proper rules to be obſerved in order to 
avoid ſuch trafiſgrefBoti.” takin 


Now, as TEMPERANCE in general con- 
fiſts © in maintaining the dominlon of reaſon 
over ſenſe, of ſoul over bodyy” ſo is it pattl- | 
cularly converſant in regulating and duly pro- 
portioning the meaſure of ſleep, food, meat 
and drink, and the other corporeal and 
merely animal gratifications *, With reſpect 
to the meaſure of theſe, it is hot eaſy, indeed 
it is not poſſible, to lay down any certain and 
univerſal rule ; ſince men's conſtitutions differ 
ſo much from each other, and from themſelves: 


at different times, that what would be exceſs in 


one, might perhaps be abſfinence in another; 
and what would be abſtinence m one, might be 
exceſs in another. But though this be the 
caſe, there are criterions enough whereby 
you may be enabled to judge ſufficiently in 
your own caſe, and to determine clearly con- 
cerning che degree · of exceſs or defect in any 
of the above particular N 


* * + 
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In the firſt place, a general reflection on 
the end for which theſe bodily gratifications 
are deſigned, will ſerve as an invariable rule 
to direct your conduct: When you conſider 
that they are deſigned only to ſupport and 
refreſh the body, to keep it in due tone and 
harmony, that it may properly obey the com- 
mands of the ſoul, and as a faithful ſervant, 
well diſcharge thoſe offices which reaſon en- 
joins; you will eaſily ſee that every exceſs, in- 
capacitating from this end, and deſtroying 
this regular ſubordination, is wrong and erimi- 
nal, But when you conſider more particu« 
larly the things above ſpecified, whereby 
temperance is exceeded, you will more eaſily 
judge concerning that proportion of each 
which you are to allow enn P 


And firſt with reſpef to Sleep; when you 
reflect that it is an immediate demand of 
animal nature, abſolutely neceſſary, it is true, 
to the ſupport of that nature, but at the ſame 
time reducing it to a ſtate of perfect inactivity, 
to an intire deprivation of all the functions of 
reaſon, the loweſt of all animil gratifications, 
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and one which abſolutely ſtrikes out from the 
ſhort ſpan of aur life, 'all the moments which 
are conſumed. in it; when you conſider Sleep 
in this true light,” you will never indulge to 
it more than you find neceſſary from your 
canſtitution, to the ſupport and refreſhment 
of yaur body, | 


As the time of youth is the only time for 
improvement, every precious hour of this 
ſhort period ſhould be huſbanded with the 
moſt ſacred care. But how many of thoſe 
precious hours will you loſe, if, indulging 
to this mean gratification, you waſte the 
early. and moſt important part of the day in 
indolence and lumber, nor riſe on the firſt 
occaſion to apply with renewed vigour of 
mind to thoſe ſtudies or occupations which 
you have in purſuit ? Be aſſured, you will find, 
my young friends, that Early riſing is one of 
the ſureſt methods to improve your Minds, 
your Virtue, and your Health: Your Minds 
as in thoſe prime hours of ſilence and retire- 
ment, you will not only foreftall the buſineſs 
of the day; but, gaining many hours, which 
others indolently conſume in bed, will be 
Os 
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enabled to lay up a treaſure of knowledge ſu 
your future lives: Vour Virtue; as the 
animal powers will thus be weakened ; 'as 


from increaſe of knowledge, increaſe of good - 


neſs will naturally ſpring; and as the grace 
of heaven will certainly fall upon, and bleſs 
your well-meant endeavours, as well as hear 
thoſe petitions which I ſuppoſe you, my dear 
young friends, to put up to him in the ſtil. 
neſs of the morning, before you enter on an 
worldly occupations: A practice, which, I 
truſt, you will never omit; for, believe me, 
that practice will be found in a wonderful 
manner to bleſs and ſucceed your undertak- 
ings, and to render your minds ſerene and 


, chearful through the following day. Not 


will early riſing be found leſs conducive to 
your Health : It is with ſleep as with all other 
animal enjoyments; where one is hurt by 
taking tov little, thouſands are hurt by tak- 


ing too much: where one man is hurt by 


abſtinence, thouſands are ſlain by exceſs. A 
much leſs quantity of ſleep than is generally 
ſuppoſed, ſuffices. to ſupport and refreſh na- 
ture; and the taking too much of this, as in 


the caſe of food, not only overloads the body, 
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bat of conſequence. hebetates and flattens 
the mind 3 and renders a man, if I may ſo 
ſay, half aſleep. all the time he is awake, 
Take a moderate proportion ſufficient to your 
refreſhment, and you will riſe chearful, vi- 
gorous, and alive; alert and active, fit for 
buſineſs, and well inclined to it. Tis unqueſ- 
tionable in this, as in all other bodily gratifi- 
cations, that the more we indulge it, the more 
we may; that it gains a dominion over us, 
in proportion to the power we give it; till at 
length, if we are ſo wretched as to ſubmit 
ourſelves to ſuch a drowzy maſter, it will not 
only rule over us for the night,. but bury us 
in its oblivious infatuation great part of the 
day, Hence that vacancy and ſtupor, diſ- 
cernible in ſome, eſpeoially after full feeding; 
that luxurious indulgence in fleep after ſuch 
meals -a practice as prejudicial to health; as 
it is contrary to temperance; the conſequence, 
certainly, of ill cuſtom and downright indo- 
lence, which can have nothing to plead or 
urge in its defence. Beware, my. young 
friends, of ill cuſtoms, not of this only, but 
of every kind; they creep upon us inſidiouſſy 

by ſlow degrees; and having once gained a 
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power over us, are with the extremeſt dis 


ficulty broken and conquered. Make it your 
rule therefore, with reſpect to ſieep, to in- 
dulge to it no more than is abſolutely requi- 
ſite for your ſupport and refreſhment: Con- 
ſider, while you give way to the ſtealing ſoftneſs, 
the Thief of your time and pleaſure, you ſacri- 
fice both the duties and enjoyments of your 
being. Make it your fixed practice to riſe 
early in the morning, and when ariſen, to 
employ yourſelf actively and induſtriouſly; to 


be awake and alive; not drowzy and indolent 


throughout the day: Always remembering 
that this is the way to the greateſt improve · 
ments and, advantages; while the fl 

who eries, A little more ſleep, a little mote 
ſlumber, a little more folding of the hands 
to fleep,” ſhall be clothed with rags: Hig 
poverty ſhall come upon him as one that tra- 
yelleth, his want as an armed man, 


It is with Virtues as with Vices; as one 
Vice generally brings an, and leads to ano- 
ther, ſo the right diſcharge of one Virtue 
capacitates for, and introduces the practice 


ef another, He who is moderate in bis uſe, 
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of Sleep,“ will certainly be ſo in bis uſe 
of Food; becauſe exceſs in the latter will 
render it impoſſible to be abſtemĩous in the 
ſormere 1 % 7 127 r 

The great and good Creator of the world, 
who has given us an infinite variety of meats 
and drinks, to ſupport our frail bodies, has 
been pleaſed to annex to the uſe of thoſe 
meats and drinks a certain degree of ſatis- 
faction: What is neceſſary to our ſupport, he 
has rendered pleaſing in.the uſe; from whence 
we are evidently taught, that we may cer- 
tzinly conſult a degree of ſatisfaction in our 
food, and are not bound by the laws of 
ſtricteſt Temperance to deny ourſelves all kinds 
of gratification in it. But though. this be 
the caſe, Temperance by all means enjoins the 
ſtricteſt watchfulneſs, leſt we exceed this 
allowed ſatisfaction: Continually reminding 
us of the great and chief end for which we 
ate called to eat and drink; namely, the ſup- 
port and refreſhment of our body, in order 
to maintain the juſt dominion of our ſouls, 
Whenever we eat or drink more than is ſuf- 
ficient to this end, to the heating our bodies, 
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the endangering our health, the inflating 
our paſſions, and the loſing the firitrand 
ſober government of ourſelves ;. let the:quan- 
tity be what it may, more or leſs, we then 
are guilty of the Vice of INTEMPER ANCE. 
A Vice, my young friends, which you are 
peculiarly to avoid : The very lighteſt indul- 
gences in it are dangerous; the leaſt tempta- 
tions to it are cautiouſly to be guarded againſt; 
For it is moſt deſtructive; pregnant with the 
direſt conſequences to health, fortune, repu- 


tation, purity, peace, and felicity of every 


Need you be told how prejudicial; it is to 


Health, when you reflect that almoſt all the 
diſeaſes, or at leaſt thoſe of the moſt dan- 
gerous and painful kind, which afflict the 


human race, ariſe from Intemperanee; either 


our own, or that of our parents entailed up- 
on us? See in the horrid train of this per- 
nicious monſter, burning Fever, joint-tortur- 
ing Gout, half-dead Palſy, ſwollen Dropſy, 
panting Aſthma, full-gorged Apoplexy, and 
a thouſand other diſorders of fearful name! 


Diſorders, ſufficient to render the leaſt approach 


as. „ 
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to Intemperance formidable; ſufficient to re-. 
commend the contraryVirtue : Whoſe perpe« 
tual attendants are ſelf- poſſeſſion, chearfulneſs 
and health ; which, for the moſt part, ex- 
tends life to the longeſt ſpan ; but which, if 
life, (amidſt the thouſand and ten thouſand 
evils that ſurround it,) cannot be extended to 
the longeſt ſpan, yet enables men truly to 
enjoy life while they exiſt, and preſerves them 
from its greateſt evils. Tis however re- 
markable, and a great argument on the fide 
of Temperance, that thofe who have moſt ex- 
celled in this Virtue, have generally attained 
the greateft age ; And we are told of Socrates, 
as a further argument for temperance; that 
notwithſtanding he reſided in Athens, during 
the great and devouring plague there, yet he 
never caught the leaſt infection: An event 
unanimouſly aſcribed to that uninterrupted 
Temperance for which he was remarkable. 


Again, how fatal are the effects of intemper- 
ance to men's Fortunes ! They who are ſlaves 
to this Vice, not only give the knaviſh and 
the crafty the moſt dangerous advantages over 


them in their temporal affaire, but are abſo- 
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lutely incapacitated from a right management 
of thoſe affairs. Too often, indeed, they gran 
whollynegle&ful of them; little regarding any 
thing beſide, if they can diſſipate their hous 
in the wretched company of thoſe who are tri» 
fling, worthleſs, and inconſiderate as them- 
ſelves ; while thus their unhappy families a 
ſuffered to languiſh in poverty and diſtreſs, 
and are often with them brought to the 
loweſt miſery, * For the drunkard and the 
glutton, ſays the wiſe man, ſhall come 10 
poverty.“ Un 
| 1 axfhh 

What a brand too doth this Vice fix upon 
the Reputation | Have you not, my young 
friends, the utmoſt abhorrence of a many 
whoſe known character is that of à glutton, 
or a drunkard? A character like this muſt 
neceſſarily be deſpiſed : For who will, who 
can repoſe any confidence in ſuch perſons, 
eſpecially where ſecrecy is concerned ? Who 
knows not that they who are guilty of this 
Vice. are diſpoſed to various crimes, and 
preparing for the greateſt; for when men's 
reaſon is loſt, of what are they not capable? 
Who knows not, tbat they who. practiſe the 
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vileſt crimes, Robbers, murderers,” and other 
ſuch public offenders, generally heat and pre- 
pare themſelves by exceſs of drinking, for the 
perpetration of their guilt? finding it often 
neceſſary to make themſelves mad, before 
they can have hardineſs to commit their 
flagitious enormities; To a fellowſhip wherein 
the unwary are but too frequently drawn, by 
a fellowſhip with them in their intemperate 
drinkings and exceſs. But further, where 
perſons are not led to ſuch groſs evils, who 
knows not how deſpicable men become by 
this Vice, in the ſight of all ſober people ? who 
knows not what a wretched and contemptible 
figure they make, with ſtupid ſtaring eyes, 
and muddled countenance ; ſo contemptible, 
that could a drunkard once ſee himſelf in 
that ſituation, he could not fail, one would 
imagine, to deſpiſe himſelf, and to avoid as 
a ſcorpion the exceſs which ſo diſguiſes, 
degrades, deſtroys all the Rational in him? 
Could he too, at the ſame time, hear the 
abſurd, the weak, the offenſive, the lewd, - 
the immoral and profane follies which fall 
from his ſtammering tongue, be would for- 
ſwear a Vice, which, beyond all others, un- 


mans and expoſes to ſcorn, The Spartans, 
1 
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my young friends, ſenſible of the numberſiti 
evils which ſpring from Intemperance, wet 
to-inculcate ſobriety on their Children, by ex- 
poſing to their notice the behaviour of their 
Slaves in a drunken fit; frequently making 
them eye-witneſſes of all their madneſs and 
abſurdities, and at length, of the perſect 
ſenſeleſsneſs which the immoderate draught 
occaſioned ; not doubting but the idea of the 
vile change, would be fo fixed in the minds 
of its beholders, as to render them utterly 
averſe from its cauſe: And we may reaſonably 
conclude that from hence, from the fre- 
quency of ſo ſad and humiliating à fight, 
the children of thoſe perſons, who have been' 
accuſtomed thus to diſguiſe themſelves, have 
often proved remarkably ſober : Avoiding in 
their riper years their parents“ crime, from 
that utter deteſtation of it which they con- 
tracted in their earlier years. Would to God, 
my young friends, You may always thus draw” 
good from evil! Would to God, whenever” 


you behold this, or any other deformed' ap- 


pearance of Vice, you may be ſtruck witk 
abhorrence at the ſight, and engaged to a 
nearer and more affectionate love of Vire 
tue! * 
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But I have not done with the ill conſes: 
quences of the Vice of Intemperance: It is 
the parent of luſt, as well as the murderer 
of reaſon. For who can doubt of the worſt 
ſenſual gratiſications following it with thoſe, 
whole paſſions are all on fire, and whoſe rea- 
ſon lies buried in the profoundeſt oblivion? 
And can that be a man, a rational, an im- 
mortal creature; much more, can that be a 
Chriſtian, who thus knowingly drowns all that 
is right and good in his ſoul, and voluntarily 
unbars the gates to admit his worſt and moſt 
deſtructive enemies ?—But' on this head we 
ſhall haye occaſion” to ſpeak more fully here- 
after. | 


Let me obſerve again, that not only 
tne health, the fortune, the reputation, 
the Chaſtity, but all the Peace of that man's 
mind muſt neceſſarily be deſtroyed, who is a 
ſlave to this Vice. Even in the moſt jovial 
Hours, contentions and quarrels are apt to 
ariſe; „ For, who hath woe, who hath ſor- 
row, who hath contentions, who hath bab- 
blings, who hath wounds without cauſe, who 


bath redneſs of eyes ?—They that tarry long 
ay 


208 SERMON XII. 


at the wine; they that go to ſeek mifed 
wine *,” —But theſe are not their only woes; 
for what can be more pitiable than a man 
given up to the ſeverity of his own reproaches 
on account of his exceſſes, and of the evil 
Conſequences which he cannot help fearing 
from them? What peace of mind can ſuch a 
man enjoy ? — And, worn out with intempe - 
rance and diſeaſe, incapable any longer to 
reliſh the boon companion and the circling 
glaſs ; deſerted by his ſummer friends; un- 
ſupported by any inward conſolation ; how 
peeviſh, how pitiable, how deplorably wretch- 


ed muſt be the decline of ſuch a man's life! 


Yet neither is this the worſt; for all who are 
unhappily connected with ſuch a one, myſt 
in a meaſure alſo feel his evils, and' be de- 
prived of peace. Who can paint in colouts 
ſufficiently affecting, the diſtreſsful ſituation 
of the tender wife, and the affectionate family? 
The afflicted wife, waiting with anxious for- 
row, and a thouſand reaſonable and fore- 
boding apprehenſions, the return of an huſ- 
band, deformed with Intemperance, and bring- 
ing to his home, —not the chearful endear- 
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ments of the father, the huſband—the com- 
panion the friend ; but the foul, the litigi- 
ous, or the ſtupid debaſements of the brute | 
Oh ſhame to human nature, to Virtue, to 
tenderneſs and love! And is it thus men 
deſtroy the ſweetneſs of domeſtic felicity, and 
drive themſelves from the enjoyment of that 
beſt earthly paradiſe, their home? Oh, my 
young friends, when I conſider you, as riſing 
into life; when I contemplate thoſe who 
now are intereſted in your good conduct; 
thoſe who will hereafter be connected with you 
by the tendereſt and moſt endearing ties, and 
who, with ſweet affection, will depend on you 
for the beſt and choiceſt comforts of human 
life; How I tremble, leſt: the ſeductions of 
falſe pleaſure ſhould allure and enſnare you ! 
leſt you ſhould forfeit the expectations formed 
of you! leſt, cruel to yourſelves, as well as 
unkind to others, you ſhould blaſt the fair 
proſpects of felicity, which Innocence and 
Virtue preſent to your view! ns b 


But do not ſo, my young friends | Recol- 
let, that with the happineſs of others your 
own is involved; that if you deviate from 

Vor. II. * 
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the chearful, comfortable paths of Temper- 
ance, you cannot ſuffer alone; your Vices will 
become the affliction of others, and of thoſe 
perhaps moſt dear to you. Let therefore, to 
the call of private happineſs, that of ſocial 
alſo be united ; and with theſe, let the voice 
of religion join, to diſſuade you from the leaſt 
approaches to Intemperance; which, beſide all 
the deſtructive conſequeaces we have, juſt 
enumerated, is attended with this further ill 
conſequence, that it totally incapacitates for 
all the duties, and renders a man's whole 
life and ſpirit totally inconſiſtent with the 
life and ſpirit, of the religion of Jeſus. That 
religion . teacheth us to deny all ungodline(s 
and worldly Juſts; to live ſoberly; to take 
heed that we be not overcharged with ſur- 
feiting and drunkenneſs ;” and in ſhort, lays 
its profeſſors under the moſt indiſpenſable all 
obligations to preſerve an abſolute dominion 
of the ſoul over the body, and to prepare 
themſelves by ſtrift temperance, and purity 
of heart and life, for that kingdom, where 
eating and drinking will no longer be ne- 
ceſſary to our exiſtence; but where, freed 
from the incumbrance of theſe mortal ta- 
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bernacles, we ſhall be as the angels of 
God. 


But of our Obligations to this duty, with 
ſuch Rules as may be uſeful to preſerve us in 
the practice of it, we will ſpeak in the next: 
Rules, which, I cannot doubt, will be ac- 
ceptable to you, my young friends, and care- 
fully obſerved by you. For, though I am ear- 
neſtly deſirous to ſhew you your duty in 
every particular, to point out the dangers 
you have to encounter, and to paint in the 
ſtrongeſt colours the deformity of thoſe Vices, 
which are moſt likely to beſet, and to prove 
deſtructive to you; yet I cannot perſuade 
myſelf that there can be any thing in the 
beaſtly deteſtable practices I have attempted 
to expoſe, any allurement or temptation in 
the mere indulgence of an animal palate, 
ſufficient to counterbalance the loſs of all 
thoſe mighty pleaſures, Which ſobriety, tem- 
perance, and conſtant poſſeſſion of the mind 
zfford; ſufficient to counterbalance the loſs 
of Reaſon, the loſs of Health, the loſs of For- 
tune, the loſs of peace and ſerenity of Con- 
ſcience, the loſs of domeſtic ſelicity,—and, 
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what is the greateſt loſs, the fearful conſe. 
quence of all theſe—the loſs of Heaven] For, 
Be not deceived,” ſays the ſacred Writer, 
« Neither the ſenſual nor drunkards ſhall 
inherit the kingdom of God .“ 


Are not all theſe loſſes (the certain iſſue, 
be aſſured, of an intemperate courſe) ſuffi- 
cient to warn you in your youth from the leaſt 
approaches to INTEMPERANCE ſufficient - 
to render you moſt ſcrupulouſly exact in 
your obſervance of the | niceſt rules of 
ſobriety ? If they are not, let me juſt add 
in concluſion, That this Vice, if once in- 
dulged, is of ſo peculiarly ruinous a nature, 
that it holds faſt by a man more remark- 
ably tenacious than any other; inſomuch, 
that though converts from every other Vite 
are frequent, yet ſuch are the effects of 
Intemperance upon the mind, fo doth it ſtu» 
pify and deaden all the rational faculties ; 
ſuch a peculiar and immediate tendency hath 
it to harden the heart, to render it callous to 
every good impreſſion, or, as the wiſe man ex- 
preſſes it, ©* to take away the heart ;” that 
very few examples of reformation from this 

* x Cor, vi, 10. 
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Vice have been found : Men habituated to 
it, know not how to forſake it, but gradually 


grow worſe and worſe, till diſeaſe incapaci- 
tates, or death finiſhes their wretched being. . 


What a conſideration, my young friends, 
to urge your ſtricteſt guard againſt Intemper- 
ance !--which, levelling you with the meaneſt 
and the loweſt of the human race, making 
you the wretched companions of the moſt 
illiterate and moſt abandoned of your ſpecies ; 
will rob you of all that perſonal elegance fo 
amiable and ſo engaging in youth; will de- 
prive you of the ſweeteſt pleaſures of that 
ſweeteſt ſeaſon of your life; and cauſe you to 
lament in age, in ignorance and diſeaſe, the 
unthrifty and improvident waſte of a period, 
which can never be too much yalued while 
poſſeſſed, which can never be too much de- 
plored, when paſſed unimproved. 


May the gracious Father of Heaven who 
gives you this period, and every other good 
gift, cauſe you to enjoy all its innocent and 
exquiſite gratifications! May his almighty 
grace enable you duly to improve it to the 
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great increaſe of your knowledge, your wiſc 
dom, your Virtue ! May he, of his unſpeak+ 
able mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, preſerve you from 
every temptation dangerous to your inno- 
cence; and enable you ſo to perſevere in the 
paths of pleaſantneſs and peace, that you may 
afford the fulleſt ſatisfaction and the higheſt 
comfort to all who love you; and reap in 
your own peaceful and ſerene boſoms, a full, 
a triumphant reward here, exquiſite foretaſte 
of one infinitely more triumphant þerecafter ! 
AMEN, 
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SERMON XI. 
PART UI. 


On InTEMPERANCE. 


1 CORINTHIANS ix. 25. 


Every Man that firiveth fur the maflery is tem- 
perate in all things. 


Cannot ſuppoſe, my young friends ;—let 

me ſtill continue the voice of friendly 
exhortation to you—that any young man of 
good principles ſets out with any other pur- 
poſe, than that which is truly commendable, 
of ſtriving for, and earneſtly wiſhing to ob- 
tain, the maſtery, I cannot but ſuppoſe, 
that you all aim at, and will uſe your utmoſt 
endeavours to attain that high, that glorious 
prize of your calling, a religious and a hap- 
py life here, certain introduction to one eter- 
nally-happy hereafter. 


It is not to be imagined, —You yourſelves 
can never conceive, that ſuch a prize, the 
greateſt poſſible, can be attained, without 
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much care and attention. What is there in 
Jife, either great or good, which the hand of 
ſupineneſs and negligence will ever graſp? 
It is to unwearied and aſſiduous efforts, it is 
to the toil of Virtue, and the unfainting labour 
of Perſeverance, that ſucceſs and honour hold 
forth their glorious rewards: And if this be 
the caſe in worldly matters, in things of the 
leaſt conſequence, how much more ſo, do ye 
ſuppoſe it muſt be the caſe, with things of 
the higheſt moment—with the unutterable 
glories of eternity? Let not the thought diſ- 
courage you. In the purſuit of worldly good, 
difficulties generally ſtimulate the generous 
mind to greater activity; purſuits of eaſy at- 
tainment are ſcorned and neglected. Though 
the path to glory and honour ſeem ſteep and 
rugeed; (toeverlaſting glory, I mean, and im- 
mortal honour ;) yet, through the goodneſs of 
Him, who ſits the great propoſer and ſpecta- 
tor of the ſtruggle, the way is ſtrewed with 
variety of delights; and it is the peculiar 
praiſe of Religion and Virtue, that their 

ſtricteſt diſcipline is accompanied with the 
trueſt pleaſure; and that they will render 
the combat delightful to all thoſe, who haye 
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courage enough to enter with their whole 
hearts into it. 
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This in particular is the caſe with that 
amiable Virtue of TEMPERANCE, which we 
endeavoured to recommend in a former Ser- 
mon, and without which, it is as fruitleſs 
for you to hope for the prize of an heavenly 
crown, as for thoſe who contended. in the 
olympic races and combats of old for an 
earthly one, © Every one that ſtriveth far 
the maſtery is temperate in all things,” 


Temperance is the preſervation of the 
dominion of ſoul over ſenſe, of reaſon over 
paſſion : It is the due government of our- 
ſelves; and the want of it involves a number 
of evils, which utterly mar the peace, and 
deſtroy all the proſpects of happy and ſucceſs» 
ful life, It prejudices the health, the fortune, 
the conſcience ; It robs of perſonal elegance 
and of domeſtic felicity z but, what is worſt 
of all, it ſpoils us of our chief prerogative, 
degrades our reaſon, and renders us utterly 


incapable of the offices of religion, This 


hath heen fully ſhewp ; and is not this ſuffi- 


cient to convince us of the high obligations 
we are under to cultivate this Virtue, if we 
wiſh to obtain the prize; if we wiſh to be 
happy ourſelves, and to render happy thoſe 
who are in any degree connected with us. 


For, ſuffer not (my young friends)-little 
narrow ſentiments of ſelfiſh, ſolitary happi- 
neſs to contract your hearts, and bound your 
proſpects within yourſelves. Enlarge your 
minds; expand your ideas: Vou are not born 
for yourſelves; you cannot live for yourſeIves, 
if you mean to live virtuouſly and religiouſly : 
You muſt fill up a part in the great ſocial 
world, and filling it up with propriety, will 
doubly bleſs yourſelves by blefling others, 


Parents now are intereſted in your welfare: 


In a ſhort period perhaps, the tender names 
of wife and children, and all the dear con- 
nections of domeſtic life, will have a mighty 
concern in your behaviour: You cannot be 
wretched, but They muft partake of your 
wretchedneſs: You cannot, your good hearts 
will not ſuffer you, to be happy alone; They 
will, they muſt baſk in the ſunſhine of all 
your felicity, See then how amiably, in this 
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reſpect alſo, ſelf · love unites with ſocial z and 
both, in friendly alliance, unite to ſet forth the 
obligations you. are under to be © temperate: 
in all things.“ 


But further ſtill, wich ſelf- love, and with 
ſocial, the Public voice unites; for we ſhewed 
abundantly in the laſt Sermon, that the in- 
temperate man is not only an enemy to him- 
ſelf, and to thoſe immediately related to him, 
but he is an enemy to the community z. in 
various reſpects an enemy; not only as ne- 
glecting to fill up properly the department in 
life aſſigned him; but as frequently involving 
others in great difficulties and diſtreſſes by his 
negligence and V ices, and very often becom- 
ing, in an higher degree, a peſt and a nui- 
ſance to ſociety. So that, if you: mean to- 
fulfil your duty in ſoeiety; if you mean to be 
regarded and reſpected amongſt your fellow- 


ctcatures; you are under the higheſt obliga- 


nons to be temperate in all things. 


But there are til} greater obligations than 
theſe. It is true, the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God has ſo admirably concerted: the plan-of 
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human affairs, that a man muſt 


fulf] the higheſt duties, and act with the im- 
mediate approbation of his God, who does 


well to himſelf, to his relations, to mankind 
in general. A conſideration, which ſhould 
infinitely endear our God to us, who, out of 
his inexpreſſible mercy, creating us for per- 
fect bappineſs, demands nothing as a ſervice, 
but what tends to that happineſs ! 


It is in this view He expects that we be 
temperate in all things ; carefully abſtaining 
from every exceſs in all our animal gratifi- 
cations, which may render us unfit for the 
ſervices of reaſon and religion; which may 
degrade us from rational to brutal. His 
great, his benevolent purpoſe is, to raiſe us 
from human to divine, from rational to angelic. 


Of all merely-human Virtues, Temperance 


is beſt calculated to ſerve this important pur- 
poſe; it preſerves the due dignity of the ſoul 


over the body; it preſerves reaſon on her 


throne, and keeps the ſubject paſſions in 
obedience at her feet. It gives tranquillity to 
the mind, and keeps the conſcience in peace» 
ful ſerenity. Defecated and clear from all 
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_ the obſtructing clouds and fumes of irregular 
indulgences, the ſoul ſees around her, 'and 
ſoars aloft on the wings of ſublime contem- 
plation. Pure devotion wings her ardours to 
neaven, and all the Virtues and Graces of 
divine Religion attend in harmony on the 
ſoul, and preſent her with the ſweeteſt foretaſte 
of thoſe celeſtial pleaſures, which corrupted 
paſſions ſhall never defile, which irregular 
deſires ſhall never interrupt. "Temperance is 
the Virtue of angels, and-makes man angelic. 
Angels are ever bleſſed, becauſe their ſpirits 
areever pure; Would man endeavour through 
divine grace to preſerve that purity of ſpirit, 
according to the divine promiſe, he would 
ever ſee God :—He would enjoy the conti- 
nual preſence, and affectionate contempla- 
tion of his greatneſs and his love; like ano- 
ther Enoch, he would walk with God here, 
and like him aſſuredly be tranſlated to walk 
with him eternally. 


Thus religion lays us under the higheſt obli- 
gation, even by motives drawn from private 
happineſs, to cultivate the Virtue of Temper- 
ance, But further ſtill, when we conſider 
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the obligations of duty and gratitude to God, 
how forcible are they ? Hath not the apoſtle 
told us,—with awakening truth told us, that 
<6 we are not our own,” that we have been 
bought with a price ;” a price, how ineftima- 
bly great ! paſſing all account, exceeding all 
value: For what can be put into the balance, 
what in earth or heaven can we compare, 
with the precious blood of Jeſus Chtiſt, the 
only begotten and beloved of the father! 


In this view, what concluſion ſo reaſon- 
able, I will ſay more, what concluſion more 
indiſpenſably obligatory, than that of the apo- 
ſtle.—“ Therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your ſpirit, which are God's v.“ God's, 
by right of creation; ſtill more ſo, by that 
high price of redemption, which his bleſſed 
ſon paid both in body and in ſpirit for you. 
Will you then, by Intemperance and Diſ- 
order degrade and defile that body, pollute 
and deſtroy that ſoul, for which the bleſſed 
Jeſus, —author of all mercy, God of all love, 
gave his body to torment and ſuffering,“ his 
back to the ſmiters, and his cheek to thoſe 
who plucked off the bair;“ for which the 
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bleſſed Jeſus gave his ſoul to ſorrow, exceed 
ing ſorrow, ſorrow even unto death; De- 
ſpiſed and rejected of men, a man of ſorrows 
and acquainted with grief ? - Oh, my young 
friends, if there is any thing ingenuous in hu- 
man nature, if there are any motives or argu- 
ments which can influence and perſuade the hu- 
man heart; ſurely you have them all, in the 
condeſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God, 
the King of glory; his matchleſs condeſcen- 
ſion for your ſakes, and for your ſalvation. 
Love, gratitude, duty, intereſt, all combine 
to enforce the apoſtle's concluſion, grounded 
on the juſteſt principles; all combine to ad- 
viſe, to exhort, to command, that you < glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, 
which are God's.“ 


But, my young friends, let us mark well the 
expreſſion, ** Therefore glorify God.“ Great 
and aweful Being! whoſe creative fiat gave 
exiſtence to this ſublunary world] whoſe 
tremendous frown can in a moment give it 
to deſtruQtion ! Thou, who, conſummate in 
bis, art from eternity to eternity the ſame, 
uncontroulably great, unchangeably happy ! 
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Eternal ſovereign | before au throne. all 
the bierarchies of heaven fall down, and con- 
feſs themſelves nothing in thy ſight !=Can 
it be poſſible that we, whoſe dwellings are 
in houſes of clay ; who are as eaſily cruſhed 
before thee as the feebleſt moth 3 whoſe days 
are vanity, and whoſe beſt actions are weak- 
neſs and fin; Can it be poſlible, great Gon 
that we can glorify Thee? That our frail 


bodies, or our imperfect ſouls can bring aug- 


mentation to thy. honour, or by any means 
increaſe the riches of thy glory? — We are 
humbled to the duſt by the ſolemn informa- 


tion: We will believe it, becauſe thy word 
of truth hath ſaid it; ; We will believe it, be- 


cauſe thou haſt given us undeniable proof 
that our welfare is dear to thee, that thy 
glory is indeed concerned in the ſalvation of 


mankind; For thou haſt given thy ſon to 


purchaſe that ſalvation ! Thou wilt not then, 
O gracious giver of all good gifts ! thou wilt 
not with- hold thy grace, but enable us to act 
worthy the high, the ennobling motive; wilt 
enable us to look to thy glory in all our 
actions, and to make it the grand, the lead- 
ing principle of our lives! Hs 
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No, my young friends, God will not with- 
hold bis grace from you, if you aſx it ſin- 
cerely, for his dear Son's ſake : He who gave 
the greater, will never refuſe the leſs gift: 
« He who ſpared not his own ſon, but deli- 
vered him up for us all, how ſhall he not with 
him alſo freely give us all things?” Give us 
his grace more eſpecially, when we aſk it 
with ſo laudable an intention, as thereby 
to be impowered to walk worthy our high. 
vocation z to glorify God in our er 2 in 
our ſpirit ? 


To the other 5 therefore, which we 
have urged, let this peculiarly be added; the 
lively, the honourable, the invigorating mo- 
tive, «That frail as we are, and corrupted by 
lin ; yet, by aſſerting the dignity of our nature, 
yer, by preſerving our bodies. temperate and. 
pure, as the temples of the living God; yet, 
by elevating our ſouls above the attachment. 
and pollution of earthly debaſements; yet, 
by acting as becometh the ſervants and ſons of 
God, we ean bring glory to the God who 
made and redeemed us; can render his name 
more illuſtrious on earth ; can maks the reli»- 
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gion he has eſtabliſhed ſtill more and more 
amiable; can increaſe the number of | his 
ſervants below ; and mg 
his angels above !” 


Can you want ſurther motives to the Virtue 
of Temperance? If ye do, —ſee them in the 
example of the bleſſed Jeſus ! Which you are 
not only called upon, but on every account 
intereſted, to imitate. 


He was the pattern of the ſtricteſt tem- 
perance and moderation. Though we find 
him occaſionally at feaſts and entertainments, 
yet we find him not only always maſter of 
himſelf, but making the cheerfulneſs bf thoſe 
etitertainments ſubſervient to the great end 
of his miniſtry ; the glory of God, and the 
good of men's ſouls. Thus emphatically 
teaching us always to preferve the dominion 
of our minds, and a diſpoſition, in conſe- 
quence, to all acts of benevolence and re» 


ligion. | 


. But 1 eg wrong the ſubject, nay, I 
fhould think myſelf guilty of little leſo than 
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blaſphemy, were I to aſſert barely that the 
bleſſed Jeſus was temperate, was moderate, 
was always maſter of himſelf.— He was inft- 
nitely more: His heaven - directed foul con- 
tinually preſided over his body, which He 
(a ſufferer for our ſakes even from his birth) 
kept in a ſtate of continual abſtinence and 
mortification. So that with reſpect to Tem- 
perance, you not only have him as the ſupreme 
Mafter, Encourager and Pattern of the Vir- 
tue, but as the ſevereſt reprover of Intem- 
perance; which ſurely muſt of all things 
leaſt become the diſciples of a mortified and 
ſelf-denying Saviour; the foundation - of 
whoſe diſcipline is laid in abſtinence, and in 
the ſubdual of all thoſe paſſions, which in- 
temperance of appetite introduced, Well, 
therefore, in this reſpect may we apply his 
own words, * Why call ye me Maſter: and 
Lord, and do not the things that I ſay?” 
Chriſtian ſignifizs “ A follower of Chriſt.” 
Pythagoreans, Epicureans, all the ſects of 
old, made it their labour, and made it their 
boaſt, to imitate the Maſter whoſe name they 
all med, and whoſe diſcipline they embraced. 
Shall theſe perſons, who followed vain and 


Q 2 


23 SERM ONXI 


fallible men, and embraced vain and err. 
neous doctrines ; ſhall they riſe up in con- 
demnation againſt Us, who blindly and ab. 
ſucdly aſſume and glory in the name of Chui(« 
tians our maſter infallible, and his doctrine 
vaerring reitude, while we are equally in- 
attentive to the one and the other t--If. this 
is to be Chriſtians, no wonder that Inſidels 
laugh at and deſpiſe us. You will mark the 
abſurdity, I truſt, my young friends, and 
conſider yourſelves as under the higheſt, the 
moſt indiſpenſable obligations, if you aſſume 
the name and profeſs the Faith, te copy the 
Pattern, and conform to. the Precepts of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and not only with reſpect to the pre» 
ſent Virtue which I am enforcing, but to all 
others, will labour to be, what your name 
imports, Chriſtians indeed; that is, ſincere 
imitators of the mind and manners which 
were in CHRIST, 


| \ 

If you reflect at. all, I am perſuaded that 
what I have urged will be abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to convince you of the importance 
and neceſlity of Temperance to all your beſt 
preſent and future intereſts, and to induee a 
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reſolution in your breaſts, of abſtaining from 
every the leaft appearance of, or approach to 
the contrary Vice. And I am equally per» 
ſuaded, my young friends, that if you main» 
tain, as I have recommended, a lively ſenſe of 
religion upon your ſouls, with a conſtant 
recurrence to God for the ſupplies of his 
grace, you will find it ſufficient to preſerve 
you in the practice of Temperance, 


But, as human nature is moſt frail z as 
occaſions and temptations frequently prove 
the deſtruction of the beſt-eſtabliſhed Virtue, 
without the ſtricteſt regard; as religion by no 
means precludes the ſuccours of human pru- 
dence, but ſupplies and ſanRifies them; Per- 
mit to conclude what I had to offer on this 
ſubject, with a few Rules, which may be of 
uſe, and which you will apply as your . 
lities may require. 


In the Firſt place, happy ſtill in uncorrupted 
youth, lay the reins on your appetite now, 
aud keep them ſtill ſtedfaſt and unlooſed. 
Accuſtom ' yourſelves to frequent reſtraints, 
that you may better preſerve and render your, 
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inferior paſſions tractable: Frequent re- 
ſtraints and ſelf-denials are neceflary means 
to ſecure men's innocence, as they not 
only preſerve from exceſs, but keep at a pro- 
per diſtance from the brink of it; for if men 
ſuffer themſelves to come into the way of 
exceſs, or to go to the utmoſt bounds of 
things lawful, they may looſe the reins, and 
be plunged from the edge of the precipice on 
which they have too incautiouſly ventured, 
« He is fit to fit at the table of the Lord, 
and to feaſt with Saints, ſays a wiſe man, 
who moderately uſes the creatures which God 
hath given him. But he who deſpiſes even 
lawful pleaſures, ſhall not only fit and feaſt 
with God, but reign together with him, and 
partake of his glorious kingdom.” 


Be careful, Secondly, to avoid the enſnar- 
ing Company of the Intemperate : It is So- 
lomon's advice, “ Be not amongſt wine- 
'bibbers, amongſt riotous eaters of fleſh,” All 
Bad Company, we have ſhewn, is ſufficiently 
pernicious; but it is peculiarly ſo in the preſent 
caſe, as men are often ſeduced to this Vice 
by a too eaſy compliance in public, which in 
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privacy, or among proper campaniona, they 
would totally have avoided: and many a man 
owes his exceſs, perhaps his ruin, to falſe 
ſname; which hinders him fram aſſerting the 
freedom to which every man would claim 8 
right in almoſt every other inſtance. Cer- 
tainly, in à cool hour, reſolutions may be 
formed, which will ſtand the attack of a 
boiſterous jeſt, from noiſy and deſpicable 
men, | 


Thirdly, maintaining a fixed deteſtation of 
the loweſt degree of Intemperance, be pecu ; 
liarly on your guard, when in the way of 


' temptation, The wiſe man exhorts to put a 


knife to the throat, when there is any proba» 
bility of exceeding the due maderation. 


Fourthly, beware of beginnings ; habits of 
Intemperance ſteal on inſenſibly: Too many 
examples, I fear, are within the notice of us 
all, of perſons, once apparently the moſt 
ſober and regular, ſunk, through want of . 
proper caution, at firſt into total ſenſuality ; 
loſt to God, the world and themſelves ; feed- 
ing, unhappy, on the very huſks with ſwine; 
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Fiftbly, if you have often loſt the com- 
mane of yourſelf, when a certain quantity of 
liquor has been exceeded, -you ſhould be 
more than ordinarily careful always to keep 
yourſelf much within that —_ 1 ih 
n 
Take care, Sixthly, that you never, by bad 
cuſtom, make ſtrong liquors neceſſary to your 
refreſhment; nor ever, under cares or trou - 
bles of any kind, fly to them for eaſe: For, 
de aſſured, whatever temporary relief may 
ariſe from ſuch a practice, from mere ſtupe- 
faction; the remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe 
and will only in the end multiply your 
troubles, and augment your cares tenfold. 
In all human troubles, in all the trials and 
afflictions of this life, the beſt cordial, the 
draught of never-failing comfort, is the re- 
ligion of Jeſus; is the faith and love of God 
our Father. 1; 


I obſerve, in the laſt place, that while we 
live in an habitual and ated courſe of Tem 
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perance every day, we ſhould\make'it-a rule, 
not only to abſtain on ſome certain days froth 
food wholly ; or at leaſt from as much as we 
can, conſiſtently with our health; but'alſoy 
at other times, we ſhould abſtain partially, 
and take a leſs-quantity than uſual. For it is 
certain, that Faſting is not only neceſſary as 
an evangelical duty, but as immediately con+ 
ducive tothe Virtue of Temperance, and, in 
a due degree, to the health of the human 
frame, Very rarely is that frame injured by 
abſtinence ; every day it is ſhocked, diſeaſed, 
and deftroyed by intemperate reptetion. 


Theſe rules, ſeconded by ſuch as your own 
prudence, experience and conſtitution ſhall 
ſuggeſt; and united with the motives'we have 
before offered, will be ſufficient to keep you 
temperate in all things, while ſtriving for the 
maſtery. And, to cloſe all, conſider, my 
young friends, what an indignity, what a 
reproach, what a condemnation it will be; 
that they who, as St. Paul tells us, ftrive 
only for the poor periſhing prizes of this 


world, for corruptible crowns, from the 


hands of corruptible mortals; that They ſhould 
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be temperate in all things, keeping under 
their bodies, and avoiding all exceſs ; while 
You, while Chriſtians, who have an incor- 
ruptible crown, an everlaſting, unfading 
prize to receive at the hands of the God of 
the whole earth, are but little anxious to 
ſecure it! indulgent, intemperate, volupty- 
ous !—Scorn the reproach, and take up the 
reſolution of Saint Paul; deeply reflecting, 
if ſuch a reſolution were neceſlary for Him, 
how much more neceſſary muſt it be for each 
of Us | «« Every man (faith he) that ſtriveth for 
the maſtery, in the olympic races, is temperate 
in all things: Now They do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but We an incorruptible : 
I therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly ; ſo 
fight I, not as one that beateth the air: Sure 
of the victory, certain of my prize ; becauſe 
I keep under my body, and bring it into ſub- 
jection, leſt that by any means while [ have 
preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a cab» 
away.“ 
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ANECDOTES, -recommending the Virtue of 


Temperance, 


(I.) * Temperance, - ſays Sir William 


Temple, is a Virtue without pride; a for- 
tune without envy ; which gives eaſe to the 
body, and tranquillity to the mind; is the 
beſt guardian of youth, and the ſupport of 
old age; the precept of reaſon as well as 
religion, and the phyſician of the foul as 
well as of the body: It is the tutelar goddeſs 
of health, and univerſal medicine of life; 
that clears the head, and cleanſes the blood; 
that eaſes the ſtomach, ſtrengthens the nerves, 
enlightens the eyes, and comforts the heart : 
In a word, it ſecures and perſects the digeſ- 
tion, and thereby avoids thoſe cauſes to which 
we owe the cholic and the ſpleen; thoſe 
crudities and ſharp humours which feed the 
ſcurvy and the gout, and thoſe dregs, out 
of which the gravel and ſtone are formed 
within us: Diſeaſes, by which we often 
condemn ourſelves to greater torments and 
miſeries in life, than have perhaps been yet 
invented by anger or revenge, or inflied by 
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the greateſt tyrants upon the worſt of men 
See his works, vol. iii. p. 262. 


3 


— 8 * 
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(2.) Anacharſis the Scythian, in order to 
deter young men from that voluptuouſneſs, 
which is ever attended with ill effects, ap- 
plied his diſcourſe to them in a parable ; tell- 
ing them That the vine of youthful gratifi- 
cation and Intemperance had three branches, 
producing three cluſters; on the firſt, ſays 
he, grows Pleaſure; on the ſecond Sottiſh- 
neſs; and on the third Sadneſs.” 


CE SS OE Sc  ————w— 


1 


(3.) tive of our moſt celebrated Poets has 
ſomewhere obſerved, that 

« Dull ſleep inſtrudts, nor ſport vain dreams in vain,” , 
The following may ſerve as an inſtance, 
Chremes of Greece, though a young man, 
was very infirm and ſickly, through a courſe 
of luxury and Intemperance, and ſubject to 
thoſe ſtrange ſorts of fits, which are called 
Trances, In one of theſe, he thought that 
a Philoſopher came to ſup with him; who, 
out of all the diſhes ſerved up at the table, 
would only eat of one, and that the, moſt 
ſimple: Yet his converſation was ſprightlys 
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nis knowledge great, his countenance chear- 
ful, and his conſtitution ſtrong- When the 
Philoſopher took his leave, he invited Chremes 
to ſup with him at an houſe in the neighs, 
bourhood: This alſo took. place in his ima» 
gination; and he thought he was received 
with the moſt polite and affectionate tokens of 
friendſhip ; but was greatly ſurprized when 
ſupper came up, to find nothing but milk. 
and honey, ad 2 few roots dreſſed up in the 
plaineſt manner; to which chearfulneſs and 
good ſenſe were the only ſauces. As Chremes 
was unuſed to this kind of diet, and could 
not eat, the Philoſopher ordered another table 
to be ſpread more to his taſte, and immedi- 
ately there ſucceeded a banquet, compoſed 
of the moſt artificial diſhes that luxury could 
invent, with great plenty and variety of the 
richeſt and moſt intoxicating wines. Theſe 
100 were accompanied by damſels of bewitch- 
ing beauty. And now Chremes gave a looſe 
to his appetites, and every thing he taſted 
raiſed extaſies beyond what he had ever 
known, During the repaſt the damſels ſung 
and danced to entertain him; their charms 
enchanted the enraptur'd gueſt, already heated 
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with what he had drank ; his ſenſes were loft 
in extatic confuſion z every thing around 
him ſeemed elyſium, and he was upon the 
point of indulging the moſt boundleſs free. 
dom :— When lo! on a ſudden their beauty, 
which was but a vizor, fell off, and diſcovered 
to his view forms the moſt hideous: and for- 
bidding imaginable. Luſt, Revenge, Folly, 
Murder, meagre Poverty and frantic Deſpair 
now appeared in their moſt ogious ſhapes, 
and the place inſtantly became the direſt 
ſcene of miſery and deſolation. How often 
did Chremes wiſh himſelf far diſtant from 
fuch diabolica] company, and how dread the 
fatal conſequence which threatened him on 
every fide! His blood ran chill to his heart; 
his knees ſmote againſt each other with fear, 
and joy and rapture were turned into afto- 
nifhment and horror. When the Philoſo- 
pher perceived that this ſcene had made 3 
ſufficient impreſſion on his gueſt, be thus 
addrefſed him: Know, Chremes, it is I, 


it is Æſculapius, who have thus entertained 


you; and what you have here beheld, is a 
true image of the deceitfulneſs and miſety 
infeparable from Luxury and Intemperance- 
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Would you be happy, be temperate, Tem- 
perance is the parent of Health, Virtue, Wiſ- 
dom, Plenty, and of every thing that can 
render you happy in this world, or the world 
to come. It is indeed the true luxury of 
life; for without it life cannot be enjoyed.” 
This ſaid, he difappeared, and Chremes 
awaking, and inſtructed by the viſton, altered 
his courſe of life, became frugal, temperate, 
induſtrious, and by that means fo mended 
his health and eſtate, that he lived without 
pain to a very old age, and was eſteemed 


one of the richeſt, un and r men in 
Greece, 


(4) Such is the beautiful moral drawn by 
the pen of elegant and inſtruftive Fiction; 
with which, if there be any wind ſo inſen- 
ſible as not to be properly affected, let us 
only turn to that ſtriking Reality, preſented to 
vs in the caſe of Lewis Cornaro. This gen- 
tleman was a Venetian of noble extraction, 
and memorable for having hved to an extreme 
old age; for he was more than an hundred 
years old at the time of his death, which 
happened at Padua, in the year 1565, A- 


- 
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mongft other little performances, he lefe be- 


hind him a piece, intitled, De vitz ſobria 
commodis; that is, Of the advantages of a 
temperate lifez of which we wilt here give 
our readers ſome account, not only becauſe 
it will very well illuſtrate the life and cha- 
racter of our Author; but may poſſibly be of 
uſe to thoſe, who take the ſummum bonum, 
or chief good of life, to conſiſt in good eat- 
ing. He was moved, it ſeems, to compoſe 

this little piece, at the requeſt, and for the 
benefit of ſome ingenious young men, for 
whom he had a regard; and who, having 
long fince loſt their parents, and ſeeing him, 
then eighty-one years old, in a fine florid 
ſtate of health, were deſirous to know of 
him what it was that enabled him to pre- 
ſerve as he did, a ſound mind in a ſound 
body, to ſo extreme an age : He deſcribes to 
them, therefore, his whole manner of living, 
and the regimen he had always purſued, and 
was then purſuing, He tells them, that 
when. he. was young, he was very intempe- 
rate; that his Intemperance had brought upon 
him many and grievous diſorders ; that from 
the thirty-fifth to the fortieth yeas of his age, 
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he ſpent his nights and days in the utmoſt 
anxiety and pain; and that, in ſhort, his 
life was grown a burden to him. The phy- 
ſicians, however, as he relates, notwith- 
ſtanding all the vain and fruitleſs efforts 
which they made to reſtore his health, told 
him, that there was one medicine till. re- 
maining, which had never been tried, but, 
which, if they could but prevail with him to 


- uſe with perſeverance, might free him, in 


time, from all his complaints; and that was, 
2 temperate and regular way of living. They 
added, moreover, that, unleſs he reſolved to . 
zpply inftantly to it, his caſe would -ſoon 
become deſperate; and there would be no 
hopes at all of his recovery. Upon this he 
immediately prepared himſelf for his new 
regimen z; and now began to eat and drink 
nothing but. what was proper for one in his 
weak habit of body : but this at firſt was very 
diſagteeable to him. He often wanted to live 
22ain in his old manner; and did indeed in- 
dulge himſelf in a freedom of diet ſametimes, 
without the knowledge of bis phyſicians; -. 
but, as he informs us, much to his own 

detriment and uneaſineſs, Driven, in the 
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mean time, by the neceflity of the thing, and 
reſolutely exerting all the powers of his un- 
derſtanding, be, at laſt, grew conſimed in 
a ſettled and uninterrupted courſe of Temper- 
ance ; by virtue of which, as he aſſures us, 
all his diforders had left him in leſs than 
year: And he had been a firm and healthy 
man, from thence forward, till the time in 
which he wrote bis treatiſe, — 4 


To ſhe what a fide ſecurity a life of Tem- 
perance is againſt the ill conſequences of burts 
and diſaſters, he relates the following acci- 
dent, which beſel him, when he was very 
old. One day, being out in his chariot, and P 
his coachman driving ſomewhat faſter than h 
ordinary, he had the misfortune to be over · 5 
turned, and dragged by the horſes a con- 
derable way upon the ground. His head, 
his arms, and his whole body were very muth 
| bruiſed, and one of his .ancles was put out 
of. joint. In this condition, he was carried tc 
home; and the phyſicians ſeeing how griev- p 
ouſly he bad ſuffered, eoneluded it impoſſible fe 
'that he mould live three days to an end. 
Iuey were, however, miſtaken z for, 'by n. 
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g, and evacuating > medicines, the uſual 
— 957 treating 5 in like caſes, he 


preſently tecovered, and arrived at his former 
ftability 1d men. n 


Some ſenfualiſts, as it appears, had ob- 
jected to his abſtemious manner of living; 
and, in order to evince the reaſonableneſs of 
their own, had urged, that it was.not worth 
while to mortify one's appetites at ſuch a 
rate, for the ſake of being old, ſince all that 
was life, after the age of ſixty-five, could 
not properly be called vita viva, fed vita 
mortua : Not a living life, but a dead life. 
« Now, fays he, to ſhew theſe gentlemen 
how much they are miſtaken, I will briefly 
run over the ſatisfactions and pleaſures which 
I myſelf enjoy, in this eighty-third year of my 
age, In the firſt place, I am always well, 
and ſo active withal, that I can, with eaſe, 
mount a horſe upon a flat, or walk to the 
tops of very high mountains. In the next 
place, I am always chearful, pleaſant, per- 
ſectly contented, and free from all pertur- 
bation, and every uneaſy thought. I have 
none of that faſtidium vitz, that ſatiety of 
„ A. 


life, ſo often to be met with in perſons of my 
age. ] frequently converſe with men of pats 
and learning, and ſpend much of my-time in 
reading and writing. Theſe things I do juſt 
as opportunity ſerves, or my, humour invites 
me, and all in my own houſe at Padua, I 
frequently make excurſions to ſome of the 
neighbouring cities, for th2 ſake of ſeejop 
my friends, and converſing with adepts in all 
arts and ſciences ; architects, painters, ſtatu- 
aries, muſicians, and even buſbandmen, _ 

contemplate their works, compare them with 
the ancients, and am always learning ſome- 
thing which it is agreeable to know. I take 
a view of pajaces, gardens, antiquities, pubs 
lic buildings, temples, fortifications, and en- 
deavour to let nothing eſcape me, which 
may afford the leaſt amuſement to a rational 
mind. Nor are theſe pleaſures a: all blunteg 
by the uſual imperfections of great age; for 
I enjoy all my ſenſes in perfect vigour z;my. 
taſte, eſpecially, in ſo high a degree, that I 
have a better reliſh ſor the plaineſt food now, 
than I had for the choiceſt delicacies, fots 
merly, when immerſed in a life of LUXUIY> 
Nay, to let you lee what a,portion of ig. 
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and pirit I have Mi ſeſt Wichig me, be pleaſed 
know,” that 1 have, this KU. year, written 
a comedy, full of innocerit mirth and plea- 
fantry; and, as I fay, if a Greek Poet was 
thought ſo healthy and happy, for writing 
z tragedy” at the age of ſeventy-three, why 
ſhould not I be thought. as healthy and as 
bappy, who have written a comedy when 1 
am ten years older? In ſhort, that no plea- 
ſure whatever may be wanting to my old- 
age, I pleaſe myſelf daily with contemplating | 
that immortality, which I think 1 ſee in the 
ſucceſſion of my poſterity, For, every time 
| return home, I meet eleven grandchildren, 
all the offspring of one father and mother; all 
in fine health; all, as far as I can diſcern, 
apt to learn, and of a good behaviour. I am 
often amuſed by their ſinging z nay, I often. 
ſing with them, becauſe my voice is ſtronger 
and clearer now than ever it was in my life 
before. Theſe are the delights and comforts 
of my old-age; from which, I preſume, it 
appears, that the life I ſpend is not a dead, 
moroſe, and melancholy life, but a living, 
aclive, pleaſant life; which I would not ex- 
change with the moſt robuſt of thoſe youths, 
R 3 
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who indulge and riot in all the luzury;of:the 
ſenſes, becauſe I know them to be expoſed th 
a thouſand diſeaſes, and a thouſand kinds. of 
death. I, on the contrary, am free from all 
ſuch apprehenſions z from the apprehenſiom 
of Diſeaſe, becauſe I have nothing in my con- 
ſtitution for a Diſeaſe to feed upon; from tis 
apprehenfions of Death, becauſe I have ſpent 
a life of reaſon. Beſides, death, I am pet- 
ſuaded, is not yet near me. I know that, 
barring accidents, no violent diſeaſe. can 
touch me. I muſt be diſſolved by a gentle 
and gradual decay, when the radical humour 
is conſumed, like oil in a lamp, which affords 
no longer life to the dying taper. But ſuch 
a death. as this cannot happen of a ſudden. 
To become unable to walk and reaſon, to 
become blind, deaf, and bent to the earth, 
from all which evils I am far remote at pre- 
ſent, muſt take a conſiderable portion of time; 
and I verily believe, that the immortal ſaul, 
which ſtill inhabits my body with, ſo much 
harmony and complacency, will not eaſily 
depart from it yet. I verily believe that I 
have many years to live, many years to enjoy 
the world, and its bleſſings by virtue of that 
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ſo and {o-religioufty obſerved ; friend as 
—ů —— ů — 
far this good and wiſe Philoſopher 3 WhO 
volume v. page 484 and the Spectaton, 
Ne 195. in which Mr, Addiſon obſerves 
further, —_— 


(5.) * Tt is faid of Diogenes, that meeting 
a young man who was going to a feaſt, he 
home to his friends, as one who was running 
inta imminent danger, had not he prevented 
him. What would that Philoſopher have 
ſaid, had he been preſent at the gluttony of a 
modern meal? Would not he have thought 
the maſter of a family mad, and have begged 
bis ſervants to tie down: his hands, had he 
ſeen him devour fowl, fiſh and fleſh ; ſwallow 
oil and vinegar, wines and ſpices ; throw 
down ſallads of twenty different herbs, ſauces 
of an hundred ingredients, eonfectiona, and 
fruits of numberlrſo fects und favours ? 
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What unnatural motions and eounter-fernients 
muſt ſuck a medley of Intemperance produce 
in the body] For my on part, when 1 be- 
bold a faſhionable table ſet out in all its 
magnificence;' I fancy I fee Gouts and Drop 
ſies, Fevers and Lethargies, with other innu- 
merable diſtempers, Hos i in 8 among 
the diſhes.” „ L118 te vrt 

ti d BO 164% „ 1412090 WH 

(6.) The 9 of a chond Conſcience, 
is ſuch a pleaſure, (ſays Dr. South) as never 
ſatiates or Wearies: For when age itfelf, 
which of all things in the world will not be 
baffled. or deſied, ſhall begin to ſeize and ew 
mind us of our mortality, by pains, aches; 
deadneſs: of: hmb, and dulnefs of ſenſe 3 yet 
then, even then, the: pleaſure of the mind 
ſhall be in its full- youth, vigour, and! freſh» 
neſs. A pally,may-as 'well ſhake an oak, or 
a fever dry up a fountain, as either of them 
ſhake, dry up, or impair the delight of, Con- 
ſciꝛnce :; For it lives within; it centers in 
the. heart; it grows into the very: ſubſtance 
of the foul y ſo that it accompanics a man to 
his grave: he never outlives it ; and that for, 
this, cauſe oplys becauſe he canndt outlive- 
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vi the Epicure} Ho vaſtly diſproportionate 
are the: pleaſures of the eating, 'and: thoſe of 
the thinking man Indeed, as different as the 
ſilence of an Archimedes in the ſtudy af a 
problem, and the ſtillneſs of a ſow at her 
waſn. Do not the pleaſures of a voluptuous 
man expire while they ſatisfy, and after: 4 
few minutes, determine in Joathing and un- 
qutetneſs ? How ſhort is the interval between 
the pleaſure and the burden! The neceſſities 
of nature are quickly and enſily provided for 


and then, all that follows is a load and an 


oppreflion : Every morſel to a:fatished-bin- 
ger, is only a new labour to a tired digeſtion; 
Every draught to him who has quenched his 
thirſt, is but a further quenching of nature! 
He chat prolongs his meals, and ſacrifices 
his time, as well as his other conveniences to 
his luxury, how quickly does he outſit his 
pleaſure! and then, how is all the following 
time beſtowed upon ceremony and ſutfeit ! 
Lill at length, after a long fatigue of eating, 
drinking, and babbling, he concludes the 
great work of dining genteely, and ſo makes 
a thiſt ro riſe from table, that he may lie dows 
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upon his bed; where after he has flepthim- 
ſelf into ſome uſe of himſelf, with much 
ado. be ſtaggers to his table again, and there 
acts over the fame brutiſſi ſcene, So that he 
paſſes his whole life in a doged condition, 
with a kind of drowſineſs and conſuſion upon 
his ſenſes : With what plesſure it can beg 1s 
hard to conceive. All that is of it dwells up- 
en the tip of the tongue, and within the com- 
paſs of his palate, A worthy priee ſor a man 
to purchaſe with the loſs of his time; 'his 
reafon and — * | ein 

e — — uren 
—.— than the latter part of the 23d Chap- 
ter of Proverbs, to guard men againſt the 
odious Vice of Drunkenneſs. In. v. 33, &c. 
the Writer bids us mark the particular ill ef- 
fects. of it. Thine eyes, ſays he, ſhall be- 
hold ſtrange women, and tbine heart ſhall utter 
perverſe things. Yea, thou ſhalt be: ay be 
that lieth down in the midſt of the fea, or as 
he that lieth on the top of a maſt.” That 
is, Thou wilt ſottiſhly run thyſelf into the 
extremeſt hazards, without any apprehenſion 
of danger; being no more able to direct thy 
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courſe, chan æ Pilot, who lumbers when 
the ſhip is taſſed in the midſt of the ſta; no 
more able to talce notice of the perils thou art 
in, that he who falls aſleep on the top of a 
maſt, where he Was ſet to keep watch,” — 
He goes on, They have ſtricken me, ſhalt 
thou ſay, and I was. not ſick ; they have 
beaten me, and I felt it not. When ſhall L 
awake ?—L will ſeek it yet again. There 
is great beauty and energy in the-conciſcneſs 
of the original : What we render * I was not 
fick,” ſhould rather be, and I was not fen- 
ſible of it.” The next clauſe ſhould- be, 
« r.. have mocked me, and I knew it 
t. — They have ſtricken me, and I was 
rot ac f fe They have mocked me, 
and I knew it not! How ſtriking and in- 
ſtructive a. pourtrait is this of the ſtupid in- 
ſenſibility of a drunkard! Mr. Prior in bis 
Solomon has well expreſſed it in. the follows 


ing lines. There are, ſays he, 7; 


—* Yet unnumber'd ils that lie anfoen,. A 
In the pernicious draught: The word obſcene, 
Or harſh, (which once elanc'd muſt ever fly 
Irrevocable ;) the too prompt reply, | 
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Seed of ſevere diſtruſt, and ſierce debate; / 7 
What we ſhould ſhun, and what we ought to hats 
Add too, the blood ;iqpoyeriſh d, and the . 
Of health ſuppreſſ d by wine's continued fo! 
Unhappy man! Whom ſorrow thus,, and AW 
To different ills alternately engage: 

Who drinks, alas! but to forget; nor "fees © 
That melancholy ſloth, ſevere diſeaſe, 
Memory confus'd, and interrapred thought, n. 
Death's harbingers, lie latent in the draughirt ; 
And in the flowers that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and poiſonous ſerpents roll?“ 


(8.) Another Writer has giyen us as liyay; 
a picture of the oppoſite Vice: h + 3 4 


The ſad effects of Luxury are theſes _ * 
We drink our poiſon, and we eat diſeaſe; n 
Not ſo, O'Temperance bland ! when rul'd by 121 
The brute's obedient, and the man is free; 
Soft are his Numbers, balmy is his reſt, n 
His veins not boiling from the midnight feat. 
'Tis to thy rules, bright Temperance, we owe © 
Allpleaſures which — IPs 
Vigour of body, purity of mind, ART. 

| Unclouded reafon, ſentiments refin'd ; w wap 
Unmix'd, untainted joys, without Nag bag 
Th' intemperate ſenſualiſt's never-failing cath 
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(.) If chere & ver Was 4 mag, Cho in a 
þ worldly ſenſe ſtrove for the mattery, it 
, was Charles the "12th of Sweden; and ac- 
7 
_ 


cordingly his hiſtory tells us, that he was 
remarkably * Temperate,” in order to the 
attainment of His end: Even his boiſterous 
and romantic character therefore, may edify 
and improve wiſer and better minds. The 
earlier days of his adminiſtration, ſays Vol- 
aire, gave no favourable ideas of him ; it 
ſeemed as if he had been more impatient to 
reign, than worthy of it. He had indeed no 
dangerous paſſion; but nothing was to de 
ſeen in his conduct, but the ſallies of youth- 
ul impetuoſity and obſtinacy. He appeared 
quite careleſs and haughty. The Ambaſ- 
iadors from other courts even took him for 
a very. moderate genius, and painted him as | 
ſuch to [their ſeveral maſters. Sweden too 
had the ſame opinion of him, and no body 
knew his real character. Nor did he know 
it himſelf, till the ſudden ſtorms that burſt 


My fo:ih in the northern world, gave his hidden 
* talents an opportunity of diſplaying them- 
ſelyes - But then, every one was in the 


higheſt degree ſurprized-to-ſee-bim inſtantane- 
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ouſly renounce. all, even, the moſt jnagormt 
amuſements of his, youthful days. Fromiabe 
moment he prepared for war, be commenced 
a life, enticely new, from which he never 
after varied, in the leaſt. Full of the idea of 
tate, in thoſe canquerors, everything but 
their Vices. He no longer conſulted magui- 
ficence, or regarded ſports or relaxations ; b 
reduced his table to the exadteſt frugality. 
He had been hitherto fond of ſplendor in hi 
apparel ; from henceforward he dreſſed him 
ſelf only as a common ſoldier : He had been 
ſuſpected of having entertained a paſſion for 
a lady of his court but, whether this cis- 
cumitance be true or not, it is certain, that 
from thenceforth he for ever :renounced the 
ſexz not merely for fear of being governed 
by them, but to ſet an example to his - 
diers,, whom he wiſhed to preſerwe in the 
ſtricteſt diſcipline ; and perbaps, - alſo from 
a vanity of being the only King who had 
conquered a propenſity fo difficult to ſubdue. 
He likewiſe reſolved to abſtain from wine 
all the zeſt of his life; not, as ſome have 
pretended, dhecaule he would puniſfi· in hin- 
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ſelf an exceſs, Whith was Told to Hive led 


bim into ations un worthy of his charaRter z 


(for nothing” is more "falſe thun this popular 


report) but becauſe it too much ſtimulated 
his fiery temper: Nay, he even quitted beer, 
and reduced himſelf to pure water. To 
crown the whole, we muſt remember that 
Sobriety was then à Vittue entirely new in 
the north, and therefore Charles was deter- 
mined to be a pattern to his Swedes in every 
particular.“ See Voltaire's life of G 
xii, p. 13. and 24. 2d. Ed. | 


(10.) Cato the Cenſor conſtantly repre- 
ſented to his countrymen in the Senate, the 
fatal conſequences vf that Luxury, which in 
his time began to introduce itſelf into the 
Roman Republic. Obſerving the large ſtrides 
which his nation made upon Greece and 
Aſia, provinces filled with all the %elitacies 
and dangerous baits of pleaſurable indulgence, 
and how the Romans were beginning to lay 
their hands on the treafures of diſtant Kings; 
„am yteatly afraid, faid he; {har we ffrall 
become” ſlaves to thefe foreign "riches, in- 
ftrad of being their rmifters ; und The theſe 
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conquered nations will conquer Ue in «their 
turn, by communicating to us their Examples 
and their Vices.“ His fears we know wer 
not imaginary; and all he had ſoreſeen came 
to paſs, to the ruin of his count. 
Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 


(11.) But what then is this ſubtle ſecret 
poiſon, which thus lurks under the pomp of 
Luxury, and the charms of Intemperance; 
enetvating at the ſame time the whole ſtrength n 
of body, and the whole vigor and ſuperiority fi 
of the mind ?—The ſolution is plain. The 
natural effect of voluptuouſneſs and delicacy, 
which are the inſeparable companions of 
Luxury, is to render Men ſubject to a multi- 
tude of falſe wants and neceſſities; to make 
. their happineſs depend upon a thouſand trifling 
conveniencies and ſuperfluities, which they 
can no longer be without, and to give them 
an unreaſonable fondneſs for life; thus ſtifling 
in them the great and only true motives of 

glory, of zeal for their Prince, and love to 
their country, while it renders them ſelfiſh 
and ſordid, fearful and cowardly ;' and hin- 
ders them from expoſing themſelves to dan- | 
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gers, which may in a moment deprive them 
of all thoſe things wherein they place their 
felicity. ENGLAND is now become a rich, 
a victorious, a polite and ſcientific nation. 
Now therefore is the period, in which we 
ought to keep à more than ordinary vigilance 
over our manners; and to eſtabliſh a few 
needful reſtraints, to preſerve, as long as we 
can, ſome degree of induſtry, frugality, and 
fortitude alive among us; that ſo the day 
may be late, in which we are probably to 
ſink— God grant, we may not irrecoverably 
fink, under our great proſperities; as but 
too many nations of paſt ages have done 
before us, and are now no more 
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SERMON XII. 
On GAMING, 


LUKE wi. z. latter part: 
I cannot dig; to beg I am aſhamed. 


HIS is part of the unjuſt Steward's 
" ſevere ſelf· remonſtrance, when called 
vpon to render up his accounts of a ſteward- 
ſhip, in which he had been ſadly unfaithful : 
« ] cannot dig; to beg I am aſhamed “A 
more diſtreſsful and pitiable ſituation cannot 
be conceived, than one, where labour and 
honeſt induſtry are impoſſible to the more 
delicately educated, or vice-enervated body; 
and where humble ſubmiſſion, and a cry for 
mercy are no leſs impoſſible to the arrogant 
and over-bearing mind! Yet ſuch, alas, is 
the wretched ſituation to which a vicious 
waſte of fortune frequently reduces 


The ſacred Writer does not inform us in 
what manner this perſon waſted his own and 
his Lord's goods: The word uſed on this oc- 
calion, implies a diffipation of them, without: 
S 2. 
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any attention to ſuture advantage and iis 
the ſame with that uſed in a former chapter, 


to expreſs the prodigal ſon's extravagance, 


who is ſaid to have waſted his ſubſtance in 


riotous living.“ We have no need to enquire 
after the methods of ſpending a fortune in a 
life of Riot and Luxury; or—if the terms 
all ſpit the ſubject hetter—iq 3 life of 
Politeneſs and Pleaſure, There is, hawever,. 
one mode of doing ſo, one method of diſſi- 
patiog the ſubſtance however conſiderable, 
to which, it is likely, neither this Steward, nor 
this youthiul Extravagant, as fine gentlemen, 
were ſtrangers; à method extremely- com- 
mon in the preſent times, and the purſuit of 
which has, of all things, the beſt chance to 
reduce a man to the ſituation referred to in 
the text, It will be eaſily underſtood that 1 
mean GAM another of thoſe Falſe Pleas! 
ſures, my young friends, which I bave un- 
dertaken to develope and decry, fog your 
ſake, and for your prefervation ; and one, 
from which you can never be too migutely 
cautioned, too fhrongly guarded; as it has. 


. auen Ses my Serment on the miracles and 
parables, Vol. iy. [1 53, | ee 
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| powerfully to plead on 
its ſide, 8 regie with aer every 
evit,, and che fource” of mileries the 
moſt dre ur c at. TY 1 | 

We will endeweur to Hatte Me LAY: 
But firſty m order to prevent miſtdites of mit- 
apprehenforſFirr tender cnfelunc rs, it may be 
proper to diff ARK & little; and to confider 
Pi Ax as af Attiuſement, before we ſpeak of 


WET? 


. — . 
ſeverer cafty may urge againſt Play i in the gene- 
ral, as Hurtfuf and criminal; as contrary to 
duty, and dungerous to vaten ; this much, 
I think; may be «fſertet! with truth, upon 
the moſt candid and rational fate of the caſe; 
That © Amuſements aud relaxations being in 
2 high degree neteſſary to the human mind, 
as well as to the harmony and continuance 
of cultivated ſociety, PLAY, conſidered mere- 
ly as an amuſement or relaxation, and pur- 
ſued only as ſuch, can never be criminal; 
is err y to the laws of God, 


or of Reaſon.“ And, as almoſt all nations 
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have permitted. and uſed divetſions of ghis 
ſort, Games of chance or hazard 3 it would 
ſeem rather too ſevere a cenſure on the gene- 
ral opinion of mankind, to condemn. them, jn 
the grols. Nor can any ſufficient cauſe of 
cenſure, in my judgment at leaſt, be urged, 
if they be limited as above: Nay, if o 
limited, it is unqueſtionable that they may 
be made the occaſion of ſhe wing without oſ- 
tentation, 4 Nobleneſs of ſentiment, ' Juſt 
neſs of underſtanding,” Politeneſs of man- 
ners, and “ Evenneſs of temper,” But 
then, we muſt, be extremely careful, —in ordet 
to attain ends ſo excellent,—to keep within the 
limits above ſpecified ; We muſt be extremely 
careful not to ſuffer a matter of mere amuſe- 
ment to deviate into a blameable , excels; 
which becomes the caſe with Play, when it 
is immoderately purſued, occaſions avarici- | 
ous deſires, or ruffles in any e the ſe- 

renity of the temper, 


* ©# jy i . 


All amuſements, of 3 kind, boy 
innocent or allowable ſoever in themſelves, 
become highly blameable, when immo 
tately purſued : For thus, while their proper 
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end and deſign” is perverted,” they are” not 
only prepofterouſly made the buſineſs of life, 
but unhappily interfere with, and prejudice 
its true buſineſs. Beſides, a continued at- 
tention to, and thirſt for amuſements above 
all things, tends to weaken the nobler powers 
of the ſoul ; to take off the mind from better 
and more important ſubjects; to ſhut up 
every avenue from juſt and ſerious reflection ; 
and in ſhort, to induce a perfect diſſipation 
and annihilation of thought. And, as thus 
deſtroying all power of improvement in Vir- 
tue, and by conſequence tending directly to 
extinguiſh it wholly ; ſuch an attachment to 
Play, or any other amuſement, unqueſtionably 
partakes of. the nature of Vice, and will 
therefore ſtand expoſed to all its conſe- 
quences, 4 


If, farther, it is not only immoderately, 


but avariciouſly purſued, and ceaſes to be a 


calm and chearing relaxation of the mind, 
dy irritating, diſturbing, and agitating the 
paſſions, it inſtantly loſes all its innocence z 
it is no longer to be juſtified or excuſed : It 
ſtands condemn'd as 'criminal; and is no 

S 4 
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A ee as 2 * Viow,” there is no · 
thing more pregnant with miſehieſs and mi- 


ſeries ta mankind: For, in- the: hoſt! place 
GaMinG owes. its birth * to ona off the 
meaneſt and moſt deſpicable principles: which 


actuate the human mind; à principle ſo 


low and baſe, ſo © contrary to the laws of 


Neaſon, of Nature, and of God, that no 


man was ever found hardy enough to avow 


and acknowledge its influence! Yet, from 


this Avarice, vile and contemptible as. it is, 


Gaming, whether in a higher or lower ſphere, 
undoubtedly derives its original; It being in- 
conceivable, upon the principles of ' reafon 
and good ſenſe, that any man ſhould either 


ſubje& his mind to the continual tortures and 


anxieties which the Gameſter muſt feel; or 
ſhould put his fortune to the hazard at the 


The reader will obſerve, that we ſpeak here of Gaming, 
abſo!utely conſider's. We do not ſay or think, that every 
man who plays or plays deep is a covetous man + There have. 
been, we believe there may be, inſtancey men 
rere 19 
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and prevalent, than the coveteus defire and 
—— that fortune. 


ann n 


may. commences; dupes, but dupes they on 
never eantinue The practice purſued! una- 
voidably induces other primei ples; and whats 
ever men commence, it may be ſaid with 
ſtrict truth, that if they perſevere, they muſt 
end knaves: For their principle (that only 
principle which can induce them to perſevere) 
never yet- Was found over · niee in points of 
honour, or of honeſty: And it would be ay 
abſurd to expect either, from a mind actuated 
by avariee, as to expect ſtreams of generous 
wine from a foul pool of ſtagnated water. 


But, if no good ſtreams can be expected 
to flow from ſuch a principle, evil ones in 
abundance will flow. Uſary, injuſtice, and 
every illegal method of procuring money, 
which can be purſued" with any tolerable 
degree of ſafety, and often at the extremeſt 
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hazard of reputation and of life, will cer- 
tainly take place in ſuch circumſtances : And 
whether gain or loſs enſues, the fame eil 
diſpoſitions, and the ſame illicit practices will, 
more or leſs, aſſuredly ſne themſelves. For 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe in minds wholly 
deprav'd as theirs muſt need be, wholly de- 
void of moral or religious principles, who 
give themſelves up to a Vice, connected with 
ſuch a variety of evils as Gaming? yl 


One of the worſt and moſt perniciqus of 
theſe, is, An introduction into that aban- 
doned and worthleſs ſociety which always 
ſurround the Gaming-Table.“ And if no- 
thing be ſo prejudicial to youth, nothing, ſo 
much to be guarded againſt as Evil Com- 
pany “, no Vice can be ſo dangerous to 
them as Gaming; ſince there is none whexe- 
by they are ſo likely to reap an abundant 
harveſt of this kind. The truth is, Gaming 
levels diſtinctions of every ſort; and fo 
ſtrange is the bewitching infatuation, that men 
of the firſt characters and the firſt fortunes 
are unable, with this fatal miſt before theic 


See Vol. I. p. 219, 
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eyes, to diſcern the ſharper from the peer; 
the beggar ſrom the wealthy; or even the 
friend from the profeſſed and profligate cheat. 
Indeed friendſhip; though a name often uſed 
on theſe occaſions, is uſed only as a bait to 
enſnare and deſttoy “: And the noble boaſt 
of Gaming ia, that as it levels all Diſtinctiona, 
ſo it bids an adieu to all the Virtues ; and 
while the tyrant paſſion rages, ſuſpends or 
ſtagnates at leaſt all the juſt and honourable 
affections of the ſoul; inſomuch that not 
friendſhip only becomes a name, but all the 
ſacred dictates of religion, nay, and the laws 
of ſociety are broken through: No times, 
places or ſeaſons, however holy, are reſpected: 
Even „ Sunday ſhines no ſabbath-day to 
ſuch.” And what is more if poſſible than all 
this, even the dear connections of wife, of 
children, of relations, are, with CIWS 


* Anexcellent Writer ſpeaking of this kind of men, ſays 
of them,“ That they are to the light, vathinking part of 
the world, what the Spider is to the Fly : They wait with 
cool, deliberate, unwearied patience, till they get their prey 
within their nets, and then drain out their vitale without 
remorſe; Or, to ſpeak more ptwperly, enjoy their dying com- 
plaiats,” Delaney's Sermons, Vol, II. ; 
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Andes tens tomati ren 
able and excettent paſſions in the wuf; '# 
it introduces to the vileſt ſociety, and lee 


all. diſtincti ons; ſo does it eonduee, above il 


things, to mar the peace and tranguillity ef 
the: mim, and to diſcompoſe, in the mbit 
frightful manner, the ſweetneſs and ſerenity 
of the temper. Indeed, what ſweetnels'6 
ſerenity can that mind enjoy, which, ever on 


the rack of painful torturing anxiety, knows | 
nat a moment's reſpite from the tumultuous 


agitation of hopes and ſents No proof of 
this can be wanting to thoſe, who- have & 
any time been preſent at a Gaming - Table! 
where the paleneſs and dejection ſitting on 
the countenances of ſome, the horrible per- 
turbation working on the brows of others; 
the fearful blaſphemies and execrations 


heard on all ſides; the mutual recrimina- 


tions, quarrels,. oaths and curſes, preſent the 
aſtoniſhed and terrified ſpectator with the 
ſulleſt and moſt dreadful idea of the court 
and midnight orgies of death and of hell! 
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And this oh gracious God {- Former of the 
human race ! This is ene of the purſuits, this 
one of the engagements, which thy reaſon- 
able copmjres ectle and eee eee 
Mn (11 © 

But, if ſuch. be aer i 
:Fords, let us conſider the end; Who can 
wonder, that amidſt ſuch a ſcene as that 
we have juſt referxed to,—that amongſt 
minds ſo diſturbed and agitated, Diſputes and: 
contentians of the moſt boiſterous and ran- 
corous kind ſhould ariſe, and conſequences. 
the maſt fatal enſue ?—ticnce, full often the 
bloody and barbarous Duel finiſhes what the 
Gaming-Table begun; and everlaſting deaths 
and ruin ſeals the eyes of the man, flain by 
the hands of his friend; in the pride of youth 
perhaps; - perhaps the ſole ſupport, and great 
expectation of ſeme honourable houſe 3 but 
now, eut down snd deſtroyed in one rails 
moment, and ſent to his laſt fearful account, 
with all his ſins is deepeſt aggravation; on his 
head But of this acc urſed practice of Duel-- 
ſiag, we will tale an aceakon to ſpeck mare 
tally in mana N 
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If an evil of this kind be avoided, yet, how 
often is death the conſequence: in another 
way | How often have repeated loſſes in high 
life, as well as low, led men to practices 
which have proved moſt fatal to them Hence 
Forgery, and other iniquitous modes of cheats 
ing mankind ;. and hence the bold adventurer; 
ſtung by deſperation, void of all reſource, 
too much enfeebled to labour, too proud and 
arrogant to ſtoop to any low and honeſt means: 
of ſupplying his wants, ſallies forth to res 
pair his ruined fortunes on the road, or in the 
ſtreets, by preying on the fortunes and the 
ſecurity of others — Till at length, ſtopp d 
in his wretched career, an ignominious pu- 
niſhment delivers ſociety from the pernicious 
burden of the Gameſter and the Robber}. 


But there is yet a caſe more deplorable than 
any of the foregoing, where Death comes, 
array'd indeed in all his terrors ; and the miſt 
diſtant proſpect of which ought to make You 
ſhudder (my young friends) and fly with 


horror from the very appearance of the Vice 
we are decrying ! The caſe I mean, is, when: 


ruin'd fortunes, broken mind, upbraiding 
6 | 0 
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friends; and felf-conviRting conſcience, ſuffer 
the harrowed, overwhelmed, deſperate wretch 
| no longer to ſupport the torturing load of 
ö exiſtence: hen; unable by any means to 
ö ſupply himſelf ot his family—For (“ dig he 
N cannot, and to beg he is aſhamed ;”)—when, 
; finding no -refource in his mind from prin- 
; ciples of religion ; (all of which, thanks to his 
1 looſe companions and abandoned aſſociates, 
s he has long ſince exchanged for the more 
j- flattering ſyſtem of darkneſs and infidelity) 
0 when, in this horrid, pitiable fituation, 
e Lo! he plunges by his own trembling hand, 
—plunges' into the awful preſence of an 
avenging God, and the miſeries of eternity, 
to avoid the conſequences of his own impru- 
dence and guilt in this world] Fancy ſhudders 
at the repreſentation — Think then with 
yourſelves, what muſt be the ſituation of thoſe 
intereſted in ſuch a man's welfare! Think 
with yourſelves, what muſt be the ſituation 
of his wretched Parents, if they yet unhappily 
ſurvive, to belthe witneſſes of this diſmal 
diſappointment of all their affectionate hopes 
Think, if, connected with a Family, what 
muſt be the ſuuation of his diſtracted Wiſe, 
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thus to behold the object of her temleneſ 
regard, weltering in his blood, —chat blood 
flowing from his own, uafortunate- hang ! 
Herſelf deſerted and -undone ] ber fortune 
waſted and gone with her miſerable deſband ! 
and ſhe herſelf, with her weeping. infants 
around her, left to deſolation and un 
to beggary and to ſhame!  _ , 44 


| e xv 
Theſe are thy aunts, oh thou infamous 
and deſtructive Vice! And yet, as if in'de- 
ſpite of divine and human laws, of every juſt 
and proper feeling, of every amiable ad 
excellent Virtue; yet doſt thou prevail; 
and, unterriied by conſequetices, uninoved 
by the calls of honour, of juſtice, dd of 
truth, High and low, the nobleſt and the 
meaneſt bow at thy ſhrine; degrade' and 
ruin themſelves |—Still they Game on, and 
Rill they are undone ! of > 


Oh, my young friends | Could I but prove 
like a guardian angel to -preſerve you from 
this moſt pernicious of Vices;— Could 1 b 
ſet its miſchieſs and its miſeries in their tiue 
point of view;——Could 1 but engage you 


. . — wn 15 Soar 


dye 
om 
but 
rue 
you 
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now to Tenaunce its and 20 form the ge 


reſo) ptians agtieſt ita uten allunmens ; 
bow ble, how ſucrelaſs! Gould I cvink ny 


endeavours! fad be well aur d, that from 
the practice as tne lea can ever Bow 1 


ical maifery, and coalequences the molt dil- 


quictiag and diftceſsſv] ni .alwaps fow, A 
haply, you.) oſeape tho@ | extreme: — Gul 
ones ————— 


It 5 4s — — . 


ſay, how far he will ge, sad ne ſarther 
what conſequemces ſhall or Mall got fallow, 
if ance he cammences a lover of Gaming 


for, as np ſortune is ſuficzent to dupply ite 


hazard, ſo the greateſt fortune may as ſpeedily 


be diſſipated and deſtroyed by. its perilous 
chances, as the leaſt. Indead, the aatural 


and almoſt unavoidable evils are ſo many 


and ſo dreadful, that no wiſe man would run 
the danger of encounteriug even the ſmalleiſt 
of them, were he certain (which he neuer can 
be) of avaiding the gieataſt. And would 
any reaſonable man purſus that as u Pleaſurv, 


which in every view is inczpable of giving 
real ſatis faction: „ 


Vor. II. 
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valye. the total ruin of himſelſi His ſoul und 
body —his family and deareſt connectiom 
But, even granting that ſuch total ruin, und 
ſuch ſevere miſeries ſhould be avoided 3 gtunt⸗ 
ing that even ſucceſs ſhould: attend; yet, c 
that ſucceſs. be adequate to the Conſtant 
anxiety and agitation of paſſions, which ãͤd 
inſepatable from. the practice ; or can d 
ſucceſs be in any reſpect ſatisfactory to 
mind of the leaſt feeling or generoſity, 
when it reflecta, that a friend, perliaps an inti 
mate, is the ſacrifice to that ſucceſs, and that 
its own good fortune is rais'd upon the rum 
and entire overthrow of another? Thus even 
ſucceſs in this caſe, is pain and bitterneſs 
What pain and bitterneſs then muſt accom> 
| pany. the. want of ſucceſs, and the rain 
Grain routing 1%, N 1 as 
6 15 428) 
Think with yourſelves; my young _— 
if your parents yet live, with what anguifh 
it would pierce their aged and affectionate 
hearts, to ſee you the dupes of a Vice, whith 
inferred much more than a probability of 
your total ruin; perhaps of your ſpeedy an 
igneminious death; and, moſt likely, a difps 
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| tion of all that happy patrimony, which they 
ö with ſo much care have treaſured up ſor your 
a future honour and comfort || Think, if thoſe 
5 dear Authors of your birth are no longer in 
ſ being, how it would wound their ſpirits even 
in the realms of ' bleſſedneſs, if they could be 
, conſcious that you had diſfipated, amidſt falſe 
Friends, Shatpers, and Knaves, ſo ſhamefully 
k and  diſhonourably diſſipated the patrimony 
0 they left you] Vour goed Hearts, touched 
5 with filial gratitude and love, will, ſor thoſe 
0 parents ſake, living or dying, ſpare them 
„ the inexpreſſible pain of ſuch conſequences; 
0 ſpare yourſelves the pungent remorſe of ſuch * 
3 reflections. * un 


Happy too in future connection, as Huf 
A bands, as Parents yourſelves, you will avoid” 
this crue] and deſtructive Vice, which can 
eradicate, or at leaſt ſuſpend, all the tender 
and ſocial affections ] God forbid-that it 
ſhould ever thus tyrannize over any of you! 
God forbid, that, deaf to the pathetic and 
affectionate call of the faithful Wife, to the 
pleadings and almoſt irreſiſtible tears of be- 
loved Children, you ſhould burſt from theſe, 
3 | 
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and deſert domeſtic peace and undiſſemlial 
friendſhip, for tumultuous agitation, and tho 
ſociety of ſelfiſn, crafty, ruinous Vildains!.fOh 
picture to yourſelves for a moment, a young 
man, happy in the Wife of his.choice z happy 
in ſweet and much-loved Infants around him; 
happy in all his domeſtia -connedtions; 
eſtwemed by his friends, and eaſy in à plegt- 
ful fortyne | Picture to yourlglves this young 
man, deluded by fame falſe and pretended 
Friend to the infernal fociety of Gameſiers, 
and at length duped and deprived by them uſall 

bis fortune, and ſo of all his comforts I Wik 
what an eye of anguiſh and of horror muſt 

he now look on what before gave the {weetelt | 
conſolation to his ſight! Can the baſom of 
that Wife, where once he ſaund perperual 
peace and joy, now afford other than ube 
keenoſt diſtreſs ? Ho has undone that Wife! 
Can thoſe Babes, whoſe innocent practlings 
once were muſic to his ears, now do other 
than pierce his very ſoul with their cries i lie 
has undone thoſe Babes ! Friends, dwelling, 
All things are miſery to him ; nor can a 

of fatisfaQion beam into his benighted/mind ! 
awhere the conſciouſmeſs, the dreadful ven 


infamous, ſa pernicious ! It is a precept of 


SAL BILL ESSESSIIE DEL 


_ER'MO'N/ MH. ary 
ſtiduſneſb that his own Vice and Folly have 
wrought all this ruin, — — 
adds e ee NN v7 044 


- Vouwendd: moe nip young: friends, have 4 
wretch like this? Then avoid, like Death 
Vice, which indulged, may probably lead to 
ſuch fatal conſequences; Nor let the peſti- 
lence of ill - example blaſt you with its dite 
contagion, and induce you, through the fear 
of ſingularity, to fall a ſlave to a practice ſo 


of your God, that you ſhould not follow a 
multitude to do evil; and though that mul- 
titude be compoſed even of the higheſt ranks - 
in liſe; though it ſhould unfortunately bap- 
pen even that they, whoſe exalted ations 
ſhould lead them to propoſe better examples 
to thoſe beneath them, are of this multitude ; - 


| that even many of thoſe who are called upon 


to unite “ in forming the laws,” ſhould 

themſelves be tranſgreſſors of the Jaws; 

though it ſhould happen, that even the 

greateſt and the higheſt, and thoſe, on other 

accounts the moſt reſpectable, | mould. un- 
24. 
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'happily endeavour to fanCify'the:-pratioghy 
their on purſuit of it; Vet remember, de 
can never alter the nature of. things, or ten- 
der that practice leſs blameable or leſs perni- 
cious. It is, no doubt, a great misſortune 
to thoſe in the inferior orders of life, when 
their ſuperiors ſet ſuch examples: However, 
in a caſe like this, there is only the greater 
need of more caution, and more fortitude. 
Every good man is then called forth; whit 
ever his ſtation, to bear his teſtimony agtinſt 
a proceeding ſo ruinous to his country; a 
Singularity will ever be eſteemed a Virtue, 
when Vice, when ſuch a gigantic and enen 
mous Vice mote particularly, is in faſhion?» 


218 


But, my young friends, whatever may be ia 
faſhion, or whatever thoſe who deem them 
ſelves the Politer World may judge, you have 
a certain rule whereby to direct your conduct 
and that rule is, „Reverence yourſelves, 
and the peace of your own minds,” And, 
while fully afcertained that no tumult or ag 
tation of paſſions can ever be conſiſtent with 
the dictates of retigion and the laws of ſelfs 
government, on this view determine never 
to play where Avarice can in the leaſt tempt 
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y; - can- cauſe the ſmalleſt ngitation of 
mind, or diſturb and ruffle in the minuteſt 
degree, the evenneſe and ſerenity of your 
temper, - For if theſe effects enſue, though 
the more fatal-ones are avoided,. Play, at the 
loweſt rate, becomes criminal; and it is un- 
pleaſing to remark, how unhbappily the paſ- 
tons are agitated, how much the temper is 
often diſcovered, where mere Amuſement is, 
and can only be deſign'd. It ſhould be our 
care diligently to guard againſt ſuch evils ; it 
ſhould be more eſpecially the care of that 
ſofter Sex, from whole gentleneſs of manners, 
and ſweetneſs of temper, we naturally expect 
the higheſt and moſt ſoothing comſorts of 
life. They will, therefore, give us but poor 
expectations of ſuch comfort; they will ne- 
ceſſarily defeat their own deſigns, and injure 
their own intereſts, if they diſcover, at the 
table of Amuſement, tempers ill adapted to 
ſocial felicity : Much more if they diſcover 
a diſpoſition for, and attachment to, Gaming 
which, however odious and pergicious in Men, 
has effects. much more odious and pernicious 
in their Sexz involving, among other loſles, 
the loſs of that, which-.ought ever to be 
14 n 


„ 1 
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tus and of Honour ; at the fame time that 
it tends utterly to dimm ini and to cloud theſe 
perſanal Graces, by which they are Jormed 
to attract: for a ſight moſt unpleafing, 1hougly 
ſometimes to be ſeen, is a fave; Ganped by 
Heaven with every angelic beauty, and win« 
ning charm, yet pale by long anxiety over 
the midnight Game, and dimmed and durk- 
ened with every furious pathon which anxious 
hope and dread can paint in _ colours 
an the 2 1 


| 1 not e 
mediate concern is with theſe ai my own fax; 
but becauſe Þ would hope thoſe of the other 
are neither fo muck addifted ta this Vice, 
nor will by any means break through” the 
laws of Reaſan and of Self-intereſt io pur- 
ſue it; thus forſeiting either the character of 
good Wives and good Mothers, or, if ſingle, 
leaving ihemſelves no chance to become either, 
Yor, Who in their right fenſes would take a 
Female Gameſter to their ſamily and em- 
braces ? Let one word, however, of ſrianuly 
caution be juſt ſuggeſled, that no great ſoua- 
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dation of domeſtie comfort enn on either fide 
be laid, if the tage even for the Amuſement; 
not the Vie, of Play prevnde; ane if "that 
rage be indulged to exceſs by either party, 
w the extreme waſte” of that moſt precious of 
alt humarpoſſeſorts, Time; to the negled of” 
better and more important duffes ; and to the 
uneafineſs and laſſitude of the mind, if by 
chance deprived of 1 — efling 4 
difipztion,. © *— 


Thus, I woos 

2 genera] proſpect of the miſchiefs and mi- 
ſeries of the Vice of Gaming: Your own 
good ſenſe and reſte ctiom will caffly bead you 
to enlarge upon a variety of particulars, which 
] have but juſt hinted, or to which what 1 
have hinted may lead. I have endeavoured - 
to diſtinguiſh, as clearly as F caukd, between 
the Vice and the Amuſement ; have ſhewn 
where the Amuſerfient, as ſuch, becomes a 
Vice, and where the Viee is peculiarly dan- 
gerous and deſtruftive, And I flatter myſelf, 
that if you fee it in its juſt und reaſonadle 
light, you will think ie woly one of thoſe 
«« falſe Pleaſures,” of which I have hereto- 
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tote giten you the characteriſtics, and which 
IL Would wiſh to develope, in order $0 pe- 


ſerve you from their eum their ruin. 
0 5. tog 

B+ ac as the cloſe of Fri” have to 

urge reſpecting theſe Pleaſures; as a-Jively 

example to confirm the truth of all I have 


advanced as a full proof of the, *©-miſchiefs 


and the miſeries, which I have aſſerted to 
be the conſequences of them; You will per- 
mit me to deliver to you, from the pen of a 
nervous and affeQing writer “, An account 
of the laſt hours of a Man of Pleaſure; 2 
perſon of high birth, and high ſpirit; of great 
parts, and ſtrong paſſions; every way accom- 
pliſhed ; not leaſt in iniquity. His unkind 
treatment was the death of a moſt amiable 
wife: His Gaming, love of pleaſure, and great 
extravagance, in effect, diſinherited his only 
child.“ 5/6 


5 The ſad. evening beſore he died (ſays 
our-Author) I was with him: No one was 
there but his phyſician, and an Intimate, whom. 
he loved, and whom he had ruined.! 


* Dr, Young, | 
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At my coming in, he-ſaidz Nau and 

the phyſician are come too late I have 

neither life nor hope. Yew both aim at mi- 
racles: Ton wang raiſe the dead.“ 


Hemen, 1 id, was mercial. 


—* Or I * not have 8 than — 2 
What has it not done to bleſs and to ſave me? 
I have been too * for nnen R 
I pluck'd down ruin.” 


I ſaid, The bleſſed Redremer—" 


«. — Hold, hold! you wound me — 
That is the rock on which. I ſplit. —I de- 
nied his name.“ 


Refuſing to hear any thing from me, or 
take any thing from the phyſician, he lay 
ſilent, as far as ſudden darts of pain would 
permit, till the clock ſtruck.— Then, with 
boys ap 


© Oh, Tine Time l leis than haul | 
thus ſtrike thy murderer to- the heart, How 
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art thou fled, for ever — A month Oh, 
for a ſingle week ! I afk not foryearsy the! 
-an n mme 


do.“ 8 | 4 $4*2 4 cf. #7 
On my ſaying, We could not do W 
That Heaven was a bleſſed place: 


n the worſe. Tis loſt! e 
Joſt !—Heaven is to me the ſevereſt part * 
Hell! es 


Soon after! propoſed prayer 


21 


% Pray you that can. I never prayed: 1 
cannot pray,—Nor need I. Is not Heaven + 
on my fide already ?—It cloſes with my Con- 
«ſcience: Its ſevereſt ſtrokes but ſecond my 
own.” 


3 Fs 


His friend being much touched, even to 
tears, at this (Who could forbear ? I cout 
not) with a * affectionate took, he wes 


« Keep thoſe tears for thyſelf: Tha 
done thee, —Doft weep for me ? That's 
eruel. What can pain me more t* - | (51) 
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Here his friend, too much affecded. would 
have got arr Wr'mt 3 N 
bm Gun erer nr rac ec $81 

« No, bes all- yu hopes | 
therefore hear me. How 1 have I tac d ? 
How madty haſt thou and believed ? 
But, look on my preſent ſtate, us a full un- 
ſwer to thee, and to myſelf, This Body is 
all weakneſs and pain; but my Soul, as if 
ſtung up by torment to greater ſtrength and 
ſpirit, is full powerful to reaſon ; full nrighty 
to ſuffer: And that which thus triumphs 
within the, jaws of Mortality, is, doubtleſs, 


! immortal: And as for a Deity, nothing leſs 
| than an NO rl what fant 
n 

1 I was hook to . this Sn 


involuntary conſaſſor, on his aflerting the 
two prime articles of his creed, extorted by 


the rack af Nature ; W 
lonatelys s ITS TH 43197 


« No, no! Let ben on: — 
long to ſpoak. My much-injured' friend 
My foul, as my dody, des in reins; in ſeat- 
acred fragments of broken thought. Rewore 
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for;the paſt throws my thought on the ſuturt: 
| Worſe dread of the future ſtrikes: it back un 
the paſt !—I turn, and turn, and find no 


ray.—Didft thou feel half the mountain that 


is on me, thou wouldſt ſtruggle with the 
martyr for his ſtake, and bleſs! heaven for, the 


flames: — That is not an everlaſting flame g»- 


That 48 not an unquenchable fire“ a" 
dn 
How were we ſtruck, ! Yet, ſoon after, Gil, 


more. With what an eye of ha what 
a face of deſpair, he cried out, Me coy! 


My principles have poiſoned my Fiend; * 
my extravagance has beggared my Boy 3 ; my. 
unkindneſs has murdered my Wife !— And is, 
there another hell? Oh, thou blaſphemed, 
yet moſt indulgent Lord God! Hell itſelf is. 


a refuge, if it hides me from Thy frown.” if 
Soon after his underſtanding failed: His 


terrified imagination uttered horrors not to 
be repeated, or ever forgot. And ere the 
Jun (which I hope has ſeen few: like him) 


aroſe, the gay, young, noble, ingenious, , 


accompliſhed, and moſt wretched Altamont - 
a_.::; eren bow 
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I ſhall not pretend to make any reſlections 
on this mournſul narrative: The foregoing 
diſcourſes will ſupply ſufficient, and the 
what is the end of all his boaſted pleaſures 
and purſuits.” Leaving it thetefore tu your 
own, private thoughts, I ſhall only intreat 
the Giver of all good gifts, to preſerve us 
from the contagion of looſe, immoral, irre- 
ligious principles, and from vicious prac». 
tices, the almoſt neceflary conſequence of 
ſuch principles: To keep us ſtedfaſt in the 
exerciſe of our holy Faith, and in the paths 
of Virtue and of Goodneſs, which that Faith 
ſo perfecily inculcates. That, avoiding all 
the rocks and ſhelves of deſtructive Vice and 
falſe Pleaſure, we may paſs through:the waves 
of this world, in the right, the happy, the 
comfortable diſcharge of every duty; and ſa 
find acceptance, through the merits of Chriſt 
Jeſus, at his right hand, where there are 
pleaſures, ſolid, ſubſtantial, unfading plea- 
lures, for evermore. Amen 
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being iavited tw « company of thi higheſt 
rank and frſt abilities in the withdot; 
und hearing - Cards called fer- uy 
av dinner wus over, he retived thought, 
t 2 window ; and being aſked the teilth 
. of his feriouſneſe, rephed, He had not feht 
the foregoing night, for the pleaſore whitk 
their lordſhips had given him to expect from 
that day's converſation, with men of the firſt 
character for ſenſe and genius; and hopes 
His ſorrow far his diſappointment would be 
forgiven him. This ſeaſonable rebuke Hd 
me :proper effect: the game was intent 
thrown up, and converſation reſtored with 
row yes 9% OC 


629 48 Nane (fays a late WA 
Howe man of quality, {irting "day after daf 
and night after night, at 2. quadrille it 
gaming-table, riſes ſuperior to the loweſt 


de in haying a cleaner room, and rifking 
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mechanic at fimilar amuſements; unleſ t 


{ 

| 

« 
| 
c 
« 
u 
y 
© 
u 
at 
A 
Þ3 
in 
ki 
C 
in 
Je 
Ri 
ge! 
hor 


* 


SERMON XIII. art 2k. 
larget ſums; which indeed increaſe the Ex- 


would bring down to tho ſame level all that 
could. For Gau is a ſuſpenſion of the 
underſtanding for hours together; a ſtupid: 
attention to a parcel of black and red ſpots: 
a continual conſlict of the loweſt and baſeſt: 
paſſions . and; if. there be ſome {kill required 
in ſome degrees of it, the. higheſt. of the- 
kind is ſtill fo unworthy of ambition, that 
Creatures who do not diſcover-common denſe 
in other things, oſten excell in this. And 
yet, ſor this, Gentlemen forego their di- 
RinQion.of Birth and Education; and, for- 


 petful of the debt to their illuſtrious anceſ- 
doro, WW 


VoI. II. 


tinues our author, I muſt beg leave to ci 
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future generations, waſte a whole life in the 
moſt trifling of amuſements, and bury the 
- nobleſt faculties in the meaneſt of employ- 


- ments.—PFor this too, the Ladies paſs. anxious 
days and ſleepleſs nights; deny themſelves 
the benefits of light and air; grow pale and 
liſeleſs, and ſacrifice even beauty to the deat 
diverſion: Since, as the poet but too muy 
temarks, 


The ſtrong deſire ſhall who 3 
Who plays to win, ſhall win to play ; 

The breaſt where love had plann'd his reign, 
Shall burn unquench'd with luſt of gain; 
And all the charms that wit can boaſt, 

In dreams of bitter luck be loſt! 

Thus neither innocent nor gay, 

The uſeleſs hours ſhall fleet away; 

r While Time o'erlooks the trivial ſtrife, 
And, ſcoffing, ſhakes the lands of life.” 


„In ſhort, the itch of play (for-ſo, con- 


it) rages like a plague, and depopulates/the 
«ifland of all that is lovely, genevous'and 
-brave : It is epidemica] throughout the-king- 
. dom; «it ſpares neicher age n 
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us; and we are become a mation of Game- 
ſters. In this quarter [Bath] the diſtemper 
breaks out with all its terrible ſymptoms, 
and has abſorbed the other entertaſnments 
and folfies of the place; as the floating hu- 
mours of the body fometimes ſettlè into a 
gout, which is a complication of them all. 
Nothing is to be ſeen but play, and the pte- 


parations for it: Perſons of all characters, 


diſtinctions and denominations fit down to 
Cards from morning to night, and from 
night till morning; and They agree in this 


particular, who diſagree in every thing 
elſe,” 


(3.) © There never was deep play amongſt 
Men only, (ſays a celebrated genius) but 
there was a ſharper or two in company, who 
were ſure to win. But, beſides the fatal con- 
ſequence of lofing at play, it is an illiberal 
diverſion, and brings a Gentleman into the 
worſt and moſt infamous company imagi- 
nable: For à gaming-table | levels alf dif- 
tinction; and it often happens, that the 
ſootman” of yeſterday fits next to his lord, 
and * his equal at a hazard, or 2 baſſet- 
8 5 U 2 
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table. Another diſagreeable tonſequehes of 
gaming is, that moſt youhg i mem begin th 
play as bubbles; but whenctheyohgveriaſta 


great deal, often turn cheate themſelvmę an 
hopes of recovering it. In ſhortꝗ tberewwould 
de no end of relating the fatal eiſtide i 


gaming: It creates quarrels, which often . 


end in bloodſhed: It beggars, itrdifgracesy 
and affects the character, as 2 
| of a TS dl 4 wk wum £Uns 0505 

(4. Nothing is more common. at (the pub- 
lic places of polite reſort, than to ſee among 
the other bijoux of the toy-ſhop,. boxes. apg- 
dice in minature, fabricated at a high price, 
ſor the uſe of little gentlemen and ladies, by 
way of initiating them into the ſcience, of 
Gaming. So that, in this inſtance, if in no 
other, Juvenal bears his Dan, that we 
till retain ſome of the old Roman ſpirit, "Re 
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(S. Ne of tbe methods (fays Mr. 
Addiſon) which I would propoſe ſor filling 
up our time; ſhould be uſeful and innocent 
2 — I think it is de- 

ow renſonnble creatures to be altogether 
— im ſuch diverſions as are merely 
innocent, and have nothing elſe to recom- 
mend them, but that there is no hurt in 
them. Whether any kind of Gaming has 
even thus much to ſay for itſelf, I ſhall not 
determine; but it is very wonderful to fee 
perſons of the beſt ſenſe, paſſing away a 
dozen hours together, in ſhuffling and divid- 
ing a pack of Cards, with no other cor 
ſation but what is made up of a few game 
phraſes z and no other ideas but thoſe of black 
and red ſpots, ranged together in different 
figures ! would not a man laugh to hear any 
one of this ſpecies complaining that life is 
ſhort !''—SpeRator, N 93 *. 


(6.) When eee fe 
ſieur Paſcal, That mankind are tranſported: 
to ſuch Wen r mne 


„ adde Ounrdian, N® . 
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other diverſigns, Which ſeem to have taken 
an, abſolute. pobeſon of, their Sue Nes 
becauſe there, is any real or int inc g to. 
be obtained by theſe purſuits; nat he ο 
they. imagine that true heppineſe j3 ia be 
found in the money they win at pla or in 
the heaſt wbich they run down in the chats: 
for ſhould. you preſent them beforchand with 
bath theſe: to ſave their trouble, they would 
ba unanimous in rejecting the propoſal. 
Tus not the gentle and eaſy part which they 
are fond of, ſuch as may give them leifure 
and ſpace for thought; but it is the heat and 
hurry, which divert them from the mortiſca- 
tion of thinking. On this account it is, that 
men are in love with the noiſe and tumult of 
tbe world; that a priſon is a ſeat of horror; 
and that few perſons can bear rm 
of being confined to themſelves, 


(J.) In one of the * cities in 
Europe Jived Lucius and Sapphira, bleſſed 
with a moderate fortune, health, mutual 
love, and peace of mind: Their family con- 
ſited of two little darlings, a ſon and n 
daughter; they ſeemed to want for nothing 
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a5 agnes ue Mh duphineſs nor" were - 
they inſtinfible of what they enjoyed; bury 
animated Wien gratitude to heaven,” — 
were happy inſtruments of good to alf about 
them Tobrurde the cloſe of the ſummer in 
1765, Lüeius Happening to fall in company 
with ſome neighbouring "gentlemen, who - 
propoſed to waſte an hour or ſo at Cardo, he 
conſented; more in 9 
of others than his own. © Like other gameſ- 
ters; he met with a variety of fortune, (a Va- 
riety more ſedueing than a Continuanee either 
of good or bad) and being warm with liquor, 
he was inconſiderately drawn in, before the 
company broke up, to involve himſelf more - 
than bis fortune could bear. The next day, 
cn ſober reflection, be could not ſupport the 
thoughts: of that diſtreſs which his folly had 
brought upon his Sapphira, and her little 
innocents. He had not courage enough to 
acquaint her with what had happened; and, 
whilſt in the midſt of pangs to which he had 
been hitherto a ſtranger, he was viſited, and 
again tempted by one of the laſt night $ com- 
pany, to try his fortune once more. In order 
to drown feſlection, and in hopes of recover 

U 4 
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ing bis loſs,he flew to the ſatal place nor 
did he leave it till he had loſt in al. The 
in undeſeribable deſpair, after ring to us 
.quaint Sapphira with what had libsppened, 
be ſhot himſelf through the head. Ide news 
af this deprived the lady of her ſenſes; e 
is (at leaſt was lately) confined in u mad 
houſe; and the two little innocents; *deffi 
tute of parents and of fortune; have a*roublts 
ſome world to ſtrugele with; and ure likely 
to ſee] all the miſeries which poverty und 
ſervile 1 upon the wretched,” 
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a 060 ) A Nensg lady who lived inte Nat 
was on the point of marriage with à ybung 
gentleman, of whom ſhe was 'paſſionately 
fond, and by whom ſhe: was as greatly des 
loved: She was at the ſame time admired by 
a' perſon of high rank, but whoſe paſſion,” as 
he was already married, was conſequently 
Liſbonourable, He was determined, how 
ever, at any rate to indulge his-diabolical | 
Juſts; but the lady being a perſon of the 
ſtricteſt bonour, he was obliged to at with 
Kaution, and keep bis intentions à (ecrety;. 1 


$®R1M1O!N aA agy 
Knowing her. gropenſity o Gaming be laid 
a ſnare for: bet, into which the ſell; 60 the 
great diminution of ber fortune, ) This ha, 
fend-likes took care to have repreſented. with 


the malt aggravating .circumitances 10 hs 


gentleman to whom ſhe was engaged ; upan 
which. his: friends painted to the young lover 
the dreadful inconveniencies of his taking a 
Gameſter to wiſe: That poverty, diſeaſe, and 
likely conſequences: In a word, they ſo 
managed matters, as to break off the match, 
The Noble Villain,” who occaſioned the 
breach between the lovers, notwithſtanding, , 
miſſed his wicked ends: His addreſſes-and 
propoſals met with the contempt and abhors 
rence which they deſerved : Yet, though ſbe 
preſerved her chaſtity,—a circumſtance very 
precarious. among female . Gameſters, the 
loſs of ber intended ſpouſe, on whom .ſbe 
had inviolably fixed her affections, threw 
her inta a decline, wa nenen 
enen (3615.08 4's 


(9.) The few colonel Daniel (who. took 
great pleaſure in giving advice! to.young offi- 


265 SERMON xt 


cers,” guiding them in their military fires - 
tions; Ke.) whenever be ws upon this 
_ article of Gaming, uſed alwiys to tell the 
4 


following ſtory of himſelf, as 4 'wartliay 
others; and to ſhew that a litthæ refdfuritet 


may conquer this abſurd paſſion!“ Daring” 
Queen Anne's wars, he was an enſign i 


the Englifh army then in Spain: büt he was 


fo” abſblutely poſſeſſed by this en, tit f 
duty, and every thing elſe which pteventtd 
his gratifying that darling paſſion, was grie- 
vous to him. He ſcarce allowed himſelf time 
to reſt; or, if he flept, his dreams preſefited 
packs of Cards to his eyes, and the rattling 
of Dice to his ears. His meals were negJe&- 


ed; or, if he attended them, he looked 


upon that as ſo much loſt time, ſwal- 
lowed his meat with precipitance, and hurs 
ried to the gaming- table again. In one word 
he was a profeſſed Gameſter. For ſome time 
fortune was his friend; and he was fo ſucceſſ- 
ful, that he has often ſpread his winnings 


on the ground, and rolled himſelf upon them, 


in order that it might be ſaid of him, “ He 
wallowed in gold.” Such was Hs life for 4 
conſiderable time; but, as he often faid (and 
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we may preſume, every conſiderate man will 
join with bim) „ it was. the moſt miſerable; 


part of it. Afger ſome time he was ordered 
on the erruiting duty, and at Barcelong he 
raiſed 150, regcuits for the regiment 3 though. 
even this buſineſs. was left entirely to his ſfers; 
jeant, that be might be more at leiſure. ſo 
attend. his darling paſßon. After ſome. 
cha nges of good and ill luck, fortune. de- 
clared 24 0 openly againſt him, that in one. 
unlucky tun, be was totally ſtripped of the laſt 
farthing, In this diſtreſs, . he applied to the. 
captain of the ſame regiment with himſelf. 
for a loan of ten guineas ; which was zefuſed, 
with theſe words: What! lend my money, 
to a proſeſſed Gameſter! No, ſir, I muſt 
be excuſed ; for of neceſſity I muſt loſe either 
my Money, or my Friend. I therefore chogſe, 
to keep my Money.“ With this tauntiag 
reſuſal, he retired to his lodging, where be, 
threw himſelf on the bed, to lay his thoughts 
and his ſorrows to a momentary reſt during the 
heat of the day: A Goat or ſome ſuch in- 
ſect happening to bite him, he awake 
when his melancholy ſituation immediately 
preſented itſelf to him in ſtrong colours. 
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Without money; and no proſpect bow te 
get any, to ſubſiſt himſelf and his recruits'ts 
the regiment, who were then at a rent dif- 
tance'from him; and ſhould they deſert for 
want of their pay, he muſt de anfwerdble 
for it; and he could expect nothing but 
caſhiering for diſappointing the queen's Ter- 
vice. He had no friend! for he whom he 
had'efteemed ſuch, had not only refuſed t 
| afift him, but had added taunts to his te- 
fuſal. He had no acquaintance chere; and 
ſtrangers, he knew, would not let him have 
ſo large a ſum as was adequate to his real 
neceflity. This naturally led him to reflect 
ſeriouſly on what had induced him to com- 
mence Gameſter; and this he preſently 
perceived was Idleneſs. He had now found 
the cauſe, but the cure was ſtill wanting. 
How was this to be effeQed, ſo as bo pre- 
clude a relapſe ?—Something muſt be done; 
fome method purſued, ſo effeftually to em- 
ploy his time, as to prevent his having any 
to throw away on Gaming. In this ſtate of 


mind it occurred to him that the adjutancy- 
of the, regiment yas to be diſpoſed of, and; 
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this he determined to purchaſe, a a poſt the 
molt likely to find bim a ſufficient and Jaudy 
able , way of paſſing. his time. Ie had 
letters ' credit, to draw for what, ſum he 
plealed, for his promotion in the army, but 
not to, throw * idly, or to encourage his 
extrayagance. Thus far all was well; but 
the main difficulty remained, and he muſt. 
zet to the regiment before he could take any 
ſteps towards the intended purchaſe, or draw 
for the ſum to make it with. While, he was 
thus endeavouring to fall upon ſome expe- 
dient to extricate himfelf out of this dilemma, 
his friend, the captain, who had refuſed him. 
in the morning, came to pay him a, viſit. 
After a very cool reception on the colonel's 
ſide, the other began by aſking him what, 
ſteps he intended to take to relieve himſelf E 
from the anxiety he plainly perceiyed he Was , 
in? The colonel then told him all that he, 
had been thinking upon that head, and py, 
reſolution he had made of purchaſing the ad- 
jutancy, as ſoon as he could jp th ee : 
ment, His friend then getting up, 
embracing | bim, ſaid; „ My dear 1 
| refuſed you in the morning in that abrupt 


22 SERMON XI. 


manner, in order to bring yon to u ſenſe of 
the dangerous ſituation you were in, andi to 
make you reflect ſeriouſly on the folly of the 
way of life in which you are engaged. I 
heartily rejoice that it has had the deſir'd 
effect. Purſue the laudable reſolution you 
have made; for, be aſſured, that IDLENsss 


AND GAMING. ARE THE RUIN OF YOUTH, 
My intereſt, advice and purſe are now at 
your command : There, take it, and pleaſe 
yourſelf with what is neceſſary, to ſubſiſt 
yourſelf and the recruits,” This. preſently 
brought the colonel off the bed ; and the 
afternoon's behaviour intirely obliterated the 
harſhneſs of the morning's refuſal. He now 
viewed the captain in the agreeable light of a 
ſincere friend, and for ever after eſteemed and 
found him ſuch. In ſhort, the colonel. ſet 
out with. his recruits for the regiment, where 

he gained great applauſe for his ſucceſs, 
which, as well as his commiſſion, he had 
well nigh loſt by one morning's folly. He 
immediately ſolicited. for, and purchaſed, the 
 adjutancy ; and from that day never touched 
- Cards or Dire, but (as they ought to be 
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uſed) merely. for - diverſion, or to unbend 
the mind after too cloſe an u n 
ſerious affairs. | i 


( 10.) Sir Richard Steele gives us the 


following ſpirited deſcription of a Gaming- 


Table, as ſeen by him and Pacolet his aerial 
friend: © The firſt thing, ſays he, that we 
took notice of, was a Nobleman of a goodly - 
and frank aſpect, with his generous birth and 


temper viſible in it, playing at Cards with a 
creature of a black and horrid countenance, 
wherein were plainly. delineated the arts of 
his mind, cozenage and falſehood. They 


were marking their game with counters, on 


which we could fee inſcriptions, impercep- 
tible to any but us. My lord had ſcored 


with pieces of ivory, on which were written, 


| Goop-Faus, Grony, Nen, Ho- 


xouR, and PogTzaITY. The ſpectre oyer- 


againſt him, had on hie counters the 


inſcriptions; of Dimquoun, Turypyycr, 


{aid 1; 


% my 


L 
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well. 2 1 do,  (faid my inviſible compa- 
nion :) He deſpiſes that fellow be-plays 
with, and ſcorns himſelf for making bit 
his companion.” —At that very inſtant I faw 
hide 


the fellow who play'd with, my 
two Cards, in the roll. of his flocking, 
The Nobleman however ſoon won the game: 
But the little triumph he appeared in, when 
he got ſuch a trifling ſtock of ready maney, 
though he had ventured ſuch great ſums with 
indifference, increaſed my admiration. . But 
Pacolet began to talk to me: * This to 30 
looks wonderful; but not at all to us higher 
beings: That Noble has as many good 
qualities as any man of his order, and ſeems- 
to have no Faults, but what, as [ may ſay, are 
excreſcencies from virtues. He is 

to a prodigality 3. more affable/than . is. con 
ſiſtent with his quality, and courageous to 2 
raſhneſs, Vet, after All this, the ſource of 
of his whole conduct is (though, be would 
hate himſelf if he Enew it), mere Avarice | 
Tue ready caſh laid before the Gameſter's 
counters, wakes him venture, as you ſet, agd- 
ny Diſtinetion againft Infamy, Abupgdance F 
' againſt Want; and, in a. word, alt tit is. 
3 
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ry le 1 we may obſerve, that 
amidt” eyery other, the ruling paſſion of 
the deals, whatever bis pretenſions, is 
AvYARICE. . But—(as | one ſatirically re» 
marks, — can He be avaricious, who truſts 
his whale property to chance? Who imme- 
diately circulates what, he wins with a libe- 
rality, that has been cenſured by others a4 a 
profuſion can Avarice be His motive to 


play, who, with twenty thoufand pounds in 


the funds, ſits down with a man whoſe whole 
eſtate he Kno to be in bis pocket, and to 
amount to no more than ten pieces ?—The 
charge of Avarice is indeed ſo ridiculous and 
abſurd, that I am aſhamed of an attempt to 
oats 1. — It has been ſaid, that 
Gameſters are ſtrangers to reciprocal fel 
city; and that the happineſs of one is pro- 
duced by the miſety of another; the pain of 
him who loſes, being always proportioned to 
the pleaſure of the winner. But this is 

the cavil of popular prejudice: If I 

Vor. II. X 
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-happy, what is it to me who elſe ie pile 


rable “. © wr Ht — 

(12.) Of all Gameſters, ee 
genetal, if it be exceſſive, we may juſtly 
conclude, that whether they win or loſe ſor 
the preſent, their gains are not munera 
Fortunz, ſed inſidizz,” as Seneca obſerves; 
* not fortune's gifts, but baits to enſnare 
their vataries.” The common cataſtrophe is 
beggary, in return for the little pleaſure and 
ſmall gains which they now and then derive: 
Their wives, children, families, parents, 
friends, ſuffer for, and deplore their career 
in the mean time; and they themſelves bit- 
terly rue it in the end. A Gentleman, 
my particular friend, (ſays the above-quoted 
writer) who had the honour to be many years 

an eminent Gameſter, being without money, 
committed a robbery upon the highway, to 
procure another ſtake, that he might return 
to his profeſſion. It happened unfortunately 
that he was taken; and though he had great 
intereſt,—with ſome perſons, who ſhall be 
nameleſs, —yet, he was committed and 


* Adventurer, Ne 29 


7 


morning with great compoſure : No reflec» 
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hanged. This Gentleman's ill-lugk conti+ 


nued all the while he was in jail; fo that 
he was compelled to diſpoſe of his body to 


the ſurgeong/ and loſt his money to a friend 
who viſited him in the cells the night before 


tion on the paſt, no anticipation of the future, 
cauſed him once to change countenance, 


during his paſſage to the gallows : and though 


he was about to receive death, ſo indifferent 


was he as to what ſhould afterwards befall 
him, that be bravely refuſed to ſay Amen to 


the prayers 1“ What a horrid proof of the 
total annihilation of all right and generous 


feelings, wn 
# Sec the Adventurer, as above, 
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